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J. Buchan Telfer on Old Thilisi
RESUME

In the present work the English author J. Buchan Telfer gives his impres-
sion on Tiflis" on his visit to Georgia. (the second half of the 19" century).
“The chance was afforded to him while living in the south of Russia for three
years. He condensed his experiences by writing the two volumes titled “The
Crimea and Transcaucasia” and editing them in London in 1876.

Tiflis-Tbylys Kalaky-seen by J. Buchan Telfer is a wonderful city, with its
excessive heat in summer, making the inhabitants fly to hills; the Kour
(Mtkvari-river), the famous bridges over it, toulouh’ichyes, bazaars, all is
taken into consideration-the emergence of new customs and traditions, the
new styles, new designs. The author got hold of each in the process of
evaluation, in the process of the clash of the old and the new.

At the same time Europeanized buildings, hotels, along with Georgian
churches, monasteries (Mta Tsmynda and others), fortresses (Narykala and
others), Tbilisi quarters (Georgian, Armenian, Persian, Russian and etc),
winding narrow streets, omamented belconies, cemeteries, are pleasant to
see.

In oriental style, where each trade had its separate quarter, a lot of tall shops
called “‘dukans, emerged with a lot of objects for sale; wine shops, hat
shops, cook shops...where everything enabled the travelers to witness
strange sights and customs.

* the old name for Thilisi
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ENGLISH TRAVELLER D.W. FRESHFIELD ABOUT
TBILISI AND KUTAISI

RESUME

D. W. Freshfield, the famous English mountaineer and traveller travelled in
the Caucasus in 1868. He visited Georgia and was delighted by its nature
and people. In this book “Travels in thee Central Caucasus and Bashan In-
cluding Visits to Ararat and Tabris and Ascent of Kazbek and Elbrus”, pub-
lished in London, 1869, he described the impressions he got at his short stay
in Georgia.

The capital of Georgia Tiflis impressed him and his companions with its
peculiarities: people, places of interest, bazaars, shops, the Botanical Gar-
den, the Opera House and etc.

The same can be said of Kutaisi, the second town after Tiflis (Tbilisi). Here
the author gives the necessary ethnographical data of Georgian pe_ople qf
that epoch. That’s why the book is of great importance to our historical sci-
ence.
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THE INFORMATION OF MISSIONARIES OF AMERICAN
BOARD OF MISSIONS ELI SMITH AND H.G.O.DWIGHT
ABOUT TIFLIS

RESUME

Eli Smith and H.G.O.Dwight were missionaries of American Board of Mis-
sions in London. They traveled in Armenia, Asia Minor, Georgia and Per-
sia. They visited the Nestorian and Chaldean Christians of Oormiah and
Salmas. The aim of the researches was to ascertain what was practicable for
the churches of Armenia to do toward revival of oriental churches in Arme-
nia, Georgia and Russia.

The vast territory bordering the Mediterranean had been previously sur-
veyed by the missionaries sent out by this American Board. The results of
these investigations were valuable, but they gave the information of reli-
gious character. Later in the works of Mr. Jowet, Mr. Greaves, Mr. Hartley,
Dr. Richardson, Mr. Eli Smith, Mr. H.G.O.Dwight and others we possess
very full and distinct information respecting both the topography and the
moral and political life of the inhabitants.

The information on Tiflis is taken from Eli Smith and H.G.O.Dwight’ s
book “Missionery Researches in Armenia, Including a Journey Through
Asia Minor and into Georgia and Persia, with a Visit to the Nestorian and
Chaldean Christians of OOrmiah and Salmas” published in London in 1834,
The American edition of these researches (in two volumes) was published a
year earlier, in Boston.

While writing this book the authors used Hanway’s information on Georgia
and that of the consul (chancellor) of France in Tiflis -Chevalier Gamba.
Besides, they described their own impression and gave their own opinion
about the capital of Georgia.

The information is given in the form of letters sent by the missionaries to
the Board of Missions and is divided into chapters. All in all there are 24
letters. Chapter VII gives us the details of the visit of Eli Smith and
H.G.O.Dwight to the capital of Georgia. Apart of the description of the city,
we learn about the climate of Georgia, inhabitants, especially accentuated is
the variety of the population, the privileges of the Caucasian Government,
the provinces of Georgia, the Russian influence over local people and mor-
als.
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Sir O. Wardrop about the Education and Litcrature in Georgia
RESUME

The present work observes the views of Sir O. Wardrop (1864-1948), the
diplomat, public figure and a well-educated man on English and Georgian
literature and education. The English author dedicated his first work “The
Kingdom of Georgia" to Georgian culture and history. Afterwards, together
with his sister Marjory Wardrop, he translated “The Knight in Panther’s
Skin”, a famous pocm by Shota Rustaveli.

Sir O. Wardrop tried to get Georgian distinguished culture and civilization
acquainted with the British society.

In the work, Sir O. Wardrop talks about the Georgian school, habits, muse-
ums, libraries, language and literary figures, such as Shota Rustaveli (his
biography and the contents of the book “The Knight in Panther’s Skin”),
Chakhrukhadze, loane Shavteli, Sulkhan-Saba Orbeliani, 1lia Chavchavadze
and others. He compares the Georgian language and literature with the con-
temporary European samples and says that the Georgian™s very good sam-
ple of it though it is a little country that lies among the wild tribes in Asia.

O. Wardrop talks of Georgian distinguished King David the Builder (Re-
newer), King Tamara, Vakhtang VI, Erekle 1, praises their epoch and their

activities.
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ROBERT PORTER ON TBILISI BATH-HOUSES AND NOT ONLY.,

RESUME

The English traveler of the early XIX century Sir Robert Ker Porter traveled
in Georgia, Persia, Armenia and Ancient Babilonia (1817, 1818, 1819,
1820). He saw a lot of interesting things and described all seen in his book
“Travels in Georgia, Persia, Armenia and Ancient Babilonia” published in

London in 1821.

Along with other countries much is said of Georgia. The author character-
ized the Georgian nature, the Georgian people, their customs, bazaars, baths

and etc.

With admiration he tells about the beauty of the Georgian people, especially
the women, but at the same time he states that Georgian people mostly de-
clined everything which needed labour, though it was not their feature. A
Georgian always knows what he wants., but he has no hope of using the

resources as he is under a double yoke.

The book is of interest not only to historians and ethnographers, but mearly
to all Georgian readers.
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J. B. Tel'fer, “The Crimea and Transcaucaia Being the Narrative of a
Journey in the Kouban, in Gouria, Georgia, Armenia, Ossety, Swanety
and Mingrelia and in the Tauric Range”, v. I-I, London, King, 1876.
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