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Nato Kruashvili

CULTURAL - EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITY OF WOMEN
IN SAMTSKHE - JAVAKHETI
(in the XIX)

Summary

In Georgia's history it has always been evident the woman’s
function as mother, and wife and a public figure, her active role in
public life and in the protection and revival of national culture.
Events developed in the XTX c. have raised the issue of full under-
standing of women's purpose and, therefore a broad education of
women. During the mentioned period, there were no schools for
young ladies and, hence woman was devoid of getting even primary
education. Georgian enlighteners considered the woman as the
main caregiver in the family. They aimed to bring up the so called
“new type” Georgians, and assigned this greatest mission to educated
woman. In the II half of the XIX c. the definition of the woman’s
role and her purpose became the issue of hot debates. The Georgian
Press paid the special attention to this question. Interesting articles
have been published by the authorship of Ilia Chavchavadze, Niko
Nikoladze and Akaki Bakradze. Intelligentsia justly believed that
community did not completely see a woman’s talent and her person-
al qualities. At the same time, if a woman was the cornerstone and
spouse in the family, she must have had a great opportunity to con-
tribute into the public arena and promotion of the country. Woman
and man should have worked together for the benefit of the country.
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Women’s actvity in Samtskhe - Javakheti was separately dis-
cussed neither in periodicals nor in scientific literature. All over the
country Georgian woman was always assigned to a single mission: to
maintain the Georgian gene and the Georgian language. But, consi-
dering the past of Meskheti, it can be boldly said that Meskhetian
women needed a special effort for realizing their mission. Conse-
quently, in their views Meskhetian enlighteners have especially fo-
cused on the education of women and their role in the public arena.

In the mentioned period, in Samtskhe — Javakheti the so - called
“home” schools have become one of the forms for women’s educa-
tion. Such schools have functioned in villages: Khizabavra, Vale and
Ude accordingly under the direction of Terezia Khutsishvili, Mariam
Baghdoshvili and Ana Maisuradze. In the XIX c. together with local
Meskhetian women, Ana Ghoghoberidze — Muskhelishvili greatly
contributed to the promotion of women'’s education in Samtskhe -
Javakhed. In 1870 s. she founded a charity Society in Akhaltsikhe,
and then the women’s free school. During half of century of its exis-
tence, hundreds of girls have got the primary education and studied
needlework.

An attitude towards the women was radically changed, that sti-
mulated the disruption of their insularity. A lot of women, both local
and those who arrived from different parts of Georgia worked in cul-
tural — educational institutions. Women were actively involved in all
national activities launched on public arena.

Thus, a proper attitude towards the women yielded good fruit.
She became even more decent and active representative of the socie-
ty. At the same time, the main demand of the era — to maintain eve-
rything Georgian in Samtskhe — Javakheti — has been solved solved.
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