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Nato Kruashvili

Cooperation of Famous Public Figures with Meskheti
(Edge of XIX — XX cc)

Summary

XIX c. was the most difficult period for Georgia in political,
economic and national terms. Samtskhe — Javakheti was in the worst
condition. This ancient part of Georgia after a long period of Turkish rule
returned to its homeland which was under Russian self — government.
The situation was complicated by the fact that over the centuries, as a
result of historical events the population was divided into three parts in
terms of religion: Orthodox, Georgian Catholics and Muslim Georgians.
Therefore, the nationil consciousness of the local population was in
danger. That is why it became the subject of care of the Georgian
intelligentsia to' maintain the national consciousness for the local
inhabitants. Their care has been versatile. In particular, the work of
representatives of the intelligentsia in this area over the years, frequent
visits for years for varlous reasons, activities of charities, cooperation with
local intelligentsia, coincidence of interests, arranging different types of
expeditions, pedagogical activities, and so on. The materials found show
that they had a great love for the indigenous region of Georgia. They
considered it a respectful collaboration with the Meskhetian educators.
The editors of Georgian magazines and newspapers endeavored to
cooperate with them and present the history of the region, rules, custormns,
problems...

Ivane and Konstantine Gvaramadze, and Meskhetian educators in
general, have been systematically collaborating with Georgian magazines
and newspapers for years. Their various articles have been printed
smoothly. The cooperation and the respect have not been one - sided.
Ivane Gvaramadze dedicated the poem dtled “Torture of Mikheil Gabron
and one hundred and thirty Meskhetian nobles - the guards of the castle”
to Sergi Meskhi — the Editor - in Chief of “the Droeba”. He also dedicated
one of his historical works to the famous historian Dimitri Bakradze. In
1908 Akaki received a so called “Meskhetian Folklore” from him for his
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anniversary. Ivane Gvaramadze often hosted Georgian figures arrived in
Samtskhe ~ Javakheti. At different times his guests were Zakaria
Chichinadze, Akaki Tsereteli, Jacob Gogebashvili, Alexander
Khakhanashvili, Ivane Rostomashvili, Alexander Froneli (Kipshidze), Ilia
Alkhazishvili, Ekvtime Takaishvili and so on. The Georgian
intelligentsia highly appreciated the many sided work of the Meskhetian
educators. Ivane Gvaramadze's attitude towards the Georgian
intelligentsia can be clearly seen in one of his words about “Public Figures
of the XIX c.” He pointed out that XIX c. gave Georgia many talented
figures.

Sasmtskhe - Javakheti History Museum’s Manuscripts Fund
preserves rich material, which reflects the attitude of Meskhetian
educators, their cooperation with famous public figures. At the turn of
the XIX — XX c.c. many Georgian scholars and figures became interested
in the issue of Meskheti. Numerous archaeological, historical and
ethnographic expeditions were organized under their leadership.In
particular, we mean Ekvtime Takaishvili, Giorgi Bochoridze, Dimitri
Bakradze, and others. The rich material retrieved and collected by them
became an important source for a thorough study of the history of this
region. ‘

The Samtskhe — Javakheti History Museum’s Manuscript Fund and
Georgian Periodicals contain rich material that paints a clear picture of
prom.inetit public figures’ attitudes towards Meskheti amd their
cooperation with Meskhetians.

The found materials allowed us to present the cooperation of famous
public figures: Ilia Chavchavadze, Jacob Gogebashvili, Akaki Tsereteli,
Alexander Kipshidze (Froneli), Ana Ghoghoberidze, Niko Shiukashvili,
Ekvtime Takaishvili, Dimitri Bakradze, Zakaria Chichinadze, Grigol
Burchuladze, Ivane Kereselidze with this region. It should also be noted
that they have done a great service to this area and its population through
their many - sided work. With their help, the primary problem of the
epoch - the preservation of national consciousness was solved. They made
a great contribution to the establishment of cultural and educational
institutions and, consequently, to the education and cultural
advancement of the local population.
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