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Ekaterine Gabashvili
(1851-1938)

Ekatcrine Gabashvili was a writer and a public activist whose
works describe the oppressed condition of women and village life.
Her public life was onc whole irreversible process always leading
to action. progress and prosperity of the country. Ekatering is the
first Georgian woman writer 1o establish a small genre of prose: a
short story, a novclla and a miniature. She was a member of the
Society for the Spreading Literacy, the hcad of the women's
professional school and a co-founder of ,.Jejili* magazine. With
her public activity Ekaterine broke through locked spaccs of many
women. By her own example she showed that a woman could be
a teacher. an actor and a translator, and that an active public lifc
doesn’t climinate traditional family life, being a wile, a mother
and a housewife. Ekaterine chose the oppression of women as a
central subject of her work. In her books she realistically
described the condition of women of her time. She reflected the
destiny of such women whose functions only were viewed
through natural responsibilities which only included being a
mother, a wife and a sister. Such a view suppresscd women's
rights and put their wishes and passions in a narrow [rame. In her
letters and fiction works Ekatcrine was calling out women (o be
full-Nedged members of society and to do whatever they wanted.
One of her main concerns was free will in love. In her short storics
she rejected marriages motivated by sell-intcrest and showed the
negative side ol it. Ekaterine was a great supporter of the village.
In her works she introduced us to village life and the hardship of
people living in the village. Ekaterine is the truly honorable
female public figure of her time. She made a great contribution in
upbringing and cducation of the future generation and she also did
a great job in developing children’s literaturc. With her prolific
intellectual lifc she started a new era of women in literature, in
thcater, in public life and in family.
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