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The old Anchiskhati temple in Tbilisi
Foreword

The Anchiskhati Basilica is Early Christian period Orthodox
Church a three-span basilica of Thbilisi. It is one of the oldest
architectural monument, which is since inception of a capital. This
Church was built after the name of Virgin Mary by our ancestors.
It is worthwhile that the foundation of the massive construction of
the Christian Churches was laid by saint King Vakhtang Gorgasali.
Based on materials and evidence discovered by a great Historian
Vakhtang Goiladze, Vakhtang Gorgasali worked in 430-491 years,
after his death in “war on lori” with Iran, king's son-Dachi Ujarmeli
reigned. As in the “Life of Kartli" historian(Juansher) says Vakhtang
was building a city Thbilisi. The grand scale of this construction
is particularly noticeable after 468years from the mysterius city
Edes(the same Urha-Syrian city of that time,the current Urpa in
Turkey)returns in Georgia with his mother Sagdukhti and with his
sister- Khuarandze, struggled with India, already widowed (The
tutor man of his first wife Balandukhti -Persian princess was net
Rajden, who was buried in Niqozi Temple) Gorgasali and in 469
he gets married to Bizantine Emperor's daughter Helen. Since
then the way of Vakhtang Gorgasali's life is the only Saviour's
religion protection and the construction of united Christian Georgia.
It seems that the construction of many christian Temples have been
based in the last quarter of the 5th century, the latest excavations
are evident (Samtavisi, Mtskheta, Thbilisi, in Jerusalem and Palestine
Georgian churches and monasteries and Etc.) and it was at this time
“laid the foundation,“probably Anchiskhati —the Basilica of Virgin
Mary, “the church of Virgin Mary was built".

In my opinion, we can conclude that Anchiskhati church was
laid the foundation by Vakhtang Gorgasali in 482-484, because
exactly from 484 year was created favorable conditions to King
Vakhtang to begin great constructions. In addition for aroyalty he
would begin work of catholic temple or the fence around the church
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and the city simultaneously. Unfortunately he had only six years for
the construction. The consrtuction of this temple was completed by
his son Dachi Ujarmeli, who reigned from 491 to about 505-506
years. | can only conclude that the construction of Anchiskhati
church lasted in 484-505 years, the foundation of building material
strength, terms of time and resources into building.

From ancient times Anchiskhati temple and its surrounding
area was Christian literacy and Christian culture hub (Theological
Schools, Chant Center, Artists’ and Designers’™ studio, The first
printing house, library Etc.). The famous Georgian historian Platon
loseliani between the oldest things of church mentions “splendid
copper bell”. Probably this bell rang with sadness during Arab
or Turks, Mongol or Iranians attack. | think speechless bells are
calling: Mystery of silence! | think still rotates past era fragrance in
Anchiskhati temple.

Saviour not made by human hand(kheltugmneli) Anchiskhati-
God's Canvas by the person... One of the greatest clarity of the
Lord Jesus Christ, Before coming to us mysterious - historic
ways to move from past to present is: From the first century to
944 years Anchiskhati is in Syrian city Edesa (The Turkish city of
urpa), On August 16, 944 (The current date of August 29) is sent in
Constantinople (ltis currentlyin Istanbul), Is likely to be 1185 years
(Some say up to 1204), and in 1185 it is sent to Anchi Episcopal
Cathedral (South Georgia- historical Turkey, Artanuji side), where
it is placed until 1664 and then it was sent from Anchi through
akhaltsikhe, then Gori, village Qvemo Chala (where it was placed
for a long time), Samtavisi, Mukhrani, Mtskheta and finally in Thilisi-
the current Temple Anchiskhati as our mission and saviour...

The greatest merit belongs to Anchiskhati churche’s former
priest Polievgto Karbelashvili , time of social - cultural and religious
life of Georgia. It was first published as a separate book on Russian
language(1898), then on Georgian language about Tbilisi ancient
Catholicos Temple-Anchiskhati very important research * Ancient
Anchiskhati Temple in Tbilisi"(1902), which deserves undoubtedly
high scores and we brought it in this book with not made by human
hand (kheltugmneli) Anchiskhati prayer.

In the research of Anchiskhati church history contributed
such Georgian scientists and public figures as: Vakhushti
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Batonishvili, Tedo Jordania, Mose Janashvili, Platon loseliani, Mari
Brose, Solomon Alegsi Meskhishvili, Ekvtime Takaishvili, Ivane
Javakhishvili, Giorgi Chubinashvili, Shalva Amiranashvili.

Mrs. Rusudan Gverdtsiteli (rest in peace) worked in
Architectural restoration of Anchiskhati church , who conducted
the first measures of the church since 1958 and restored it until
1981 as it looks today. In scribes and Calligraphers and the
will title of Anchiskhati are very important Mrs la Gachechiladze
and Elene Machavariani, with their works . In the research and
searching of an apocryphal monument “Amulet epistle, old
Georgian editions” are very important Mrs. Nestan Chkhikvadze
and Tsiala Qurtsikidze. In the research of Nestan Chkhikvadze
is especially important an apocryphal monument “Amulet epistle,
old Georgian editions", also Nestan Sulava's first scientific
research XII-Xlll centuries of Georgian hagiographic heritage
of the visibility of diverse points of view. Good works should be
considered two well-known books “Georgian Secular and Sacred
Modes" and “Catholicos and bishops - the hierarchy of Georgian
Church “ foreword by Bondo Arveladze and comments by Polievgto
Karbelashvili, published in 2011. We welcome and appreciate the
researcher Teimuraz Getsadze's extencive work “Anchiskhati”
, T. Sayvarelidze's publication about the Anchi icon with folding
frame and the Divinie-historical said promotion about Anchiskhati
the fight for the return of the icon of the Savior to the Cathedral by
Zaza Nanobashvili. Remarkable and important is that Karbelashvili
descendant the famous scientist, Engineer — Inventor and publicist
Mr. Andre Karbelashvili(rest in peace! died in April 2013 and was
carrying out from Anchiskhati Church)dedicated many valuable
articles,brochures or books to the memory and work of his famous
ancestors. By the way secondary school of Qvemo Chala has Andre
Karbelashvili's father's-Luarsab Karbelashvili's name, which is
more than 130years. | can not mention, that with a big help of his
son- Mr. (Gigi) Giorgi Karbelashvili was restored and painted the
Jvarpatiosani church of Qvemo Chala, was made Karbelashvili's
House - Museum in the village and also with his support was made
number of events and important research - historical edition for
the immortalization and presentation of the hero ancestors’' name.
Great thanks Poliesqtos Karbelashvili's granddaughter mrs.
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Ciala(Dodo) Cincadze-Imnadze, also the children of grandson Zurab
Karbelashvili, Khatuna Imnadze, la Bakhtadze and Tea Bakhtadze
for help in finding of Karbelashvili family genealogia. | would like to
say a special thank to the Doctor of Historical Sciences Ms. Sophie
Andguladze for her work and contributions for study of the history
Karbelashvili Holy Martyr Brothers and her book “Bishop Stephen
bodbelli(Vasil Karbelashvili) —tbilisi 2006.”, there are described
the wonderful fighter of priesthood for historical - cultural function
of Georgian National Church- brothers Karbelashvili and especially
Vasil Karbelashvili's life and work. It is important lately Mr. Luarsab
Togonidze guidance issued, also bibliographical rarity extensive
book which is compiled by Mrs. Sophie Andguladze "Dzmebi
Karbelashvilebi-Thilisi 2012, On which | could convey to you the
extensive introduction and research. | tried to write in the book all
the precious material about Anchiskhati. And more complete work
about “Anchiskhati church history —materials for the history of the
church” which will be published as a separate book in future. |
apoligise if you find any defect , your notes and sentences will be
useful for new perfect edition of immortal Georgian orthodoxical
church history research.

Greatest thanks to Anchiskhati clerics: the leader of
Anchiskhati decent Revaz (Tomaradze), to my confessor
archimandrite  Nikoloz(Ghlonti), decent Michael(Ghvaladze),
decent Amiran (Amiranashvili), decent Giorgi (Chakhvashvili),
decent Akaki(Megrelishvili), deacon Toma(Shavteladze), also each
temple members, choirs and the worshipers whose pray and belief
encouraged me to write this book.
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