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Nato Vachnadze

Once, afier screening a documentary dedicated to Nato Vachnadze, someone from the
audience said: “If Nato Vachnadze hadn’t existed, we would have created her .”

Fortunately Nato Vachnadze existed. She was image of the Age, pride of the Georgian
nation and symbol of Georgian beauty. Many poets dedicated poems to her inspirited by
her breathtaking beauty, which resembled the Virgin from the painting of medieval ages,
and many artists felt honored if they made her portraits. She was a mega star of the Soviet
cinema in the 1920s; later she became vital part of Georgian culture.

Nato Vachnadze was bomn in Warsaw, Poland on June 14, 1904. Her mother, a Polish
woman, Ekaterina Slivitskaya was granddaughter of Italian singer Adelaide Vazoli, who
was invited in Tbilisi when opera theater founded here. Her father Giorgi Andronikashvili
came from an old noble family which has roots from last Byzantine Emperors. He was
military and was killed in 1910 during a punitive expedition against abrek Zelimkhan.

She adopted her last name from her first marriage to Merab Vachnadze, a Georgian
nobleman, by whom she had her first san.

In 1923 assistant director Shakro Berishvili noticed her photograph in Isaak Shikhman’s
photo studio in Tbilisi. He managed to find her in Kakheti and convinced her to play
in Vladimer Barsky’s film Arsena, the Brigand. Nato signed not only this contract, but
another one too. The performance in Patricide (Amo Bek-Nazarov, 1923), Three Lives
(Ivane Perestiani, 1924), Rider from Wild West (Alexsandre Tsutsunava, 1925) and The
Case of Tariel Mklavadze s Murder (Ivane Perestiani, 1925) brought grandiose success to
the young actress and made her famous not only in Georgia but all over the Soviet Union.
Audiences were mesmerized by her beauty. Her name, which was on the top of billboards
and magazines, broke box-offices. It helped film studio Sakhkinmretsvi to become biggest
for those days in Soviet Union.

In 1927 Nikoloz Shengeaya, talented poet and filmmaker offered her title role in his di-
rectorial debut Gyulli. Script of this film he wrote in tandem with Mikheil Kalatozishvili
specially for Nato Vachnadze. While working on Gyulli she fell in love with Shengelaya
and became soon his wife and mother of his two sons, Eldar and Giorgi, also internation-
aly respected filmmakers. She used to say: “Nikoloz Shengelaya was director of my life,
basis of my happiness. My work and achievement were inspired by him.”

In Vachnadze's early silent films her screen character was that of an innocent and pas-
sionate young woman, The theater and film director Kote Mardjanishvilii gave her two
challenging roles in his experimental movies Amok (1927) and Gadfly (1928). By now not
only a national, but also an international star she played the gypsy woman Masha in the
German-Soviet film The Living Corpse (Feodor Otsep, 1929).
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Nato Vachnadze was one of the first film stars of the young Soviet Union. Indicator for
her stardom is the publication of two pulp biographies printed in nearly 100,000 copies.
Her screen character was decidedly different from the screen characlers of other actresses.
Most Soviet actresses in the 1920s were relegated to playing either the role of a traditional
or proletarian heroine. Nato Vachnadze in contrast played glamorous women with private
lives. Most of her films were steamy melodramas in which she acted with considerable
passion and emotion. Film critics described her as a “‘dovelike heroine” and as “an eter-
nal victim”. Among her heroines there are no women pampered by life and enjoying the
fruits of their victories. Their beauty was always in conflict with the ugly customs and
circumstances, defending itsell from despotism and betrayal. Such was Nato Vachnadze's
artistic motif.

With the emergence of the sound film Nato Vachnadze decided o have a time out.
Following a recommendation by film director Grigory Kozintsev she went to Moscow
where she worked for Esther Shub as an assistant director on her documentary Komsomol
— Leader of Elecirification. She then returned to Georgia, restarting her career in film Last
Crusaders (Siko Dolidze, 1934). Vachnadze's first talking film was one of the earliest
Georgian sound films The Last Masquerade (Mikheil Chiaureli, 1934) but she said no
word in there. Her important speaking roles were Nino in Chiaureli’s epic drama 4rsena
(1937) and Nani in Nikoloz Shengelaya’s The Orange Valley (1937). She also played in
films of Konstantine Pipinashvili Kadjana (1941) and Cradle for Poet (1947). Her last
film was Conquerers of the Peack (1951) directed by David Rondeli.

Nato Vachnadze died at the age 49 in a plane crash on 14 June, 1953. She was loved and
admired for her talent and special human quality by all who knew her. Shortly before her
death the poet and writer Boris Pasternak wrote her: “Your beauty evokes a desire [in us]
to kneel down before you!”

A huge crowd gathered for her funeral in a final salute. The Georgian people mourned
the death of beloved actress. Nato Vachnadze was buried in Didube Pantheon in Tbilisi.

After her death she received several honors. The Georgian film award is named Nato
in her honor. In 1981 the Nato Vachnadze House Museum opened on the family estate in
Gurdjaani, Kakheti.
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Jpdayel Igfoemenb yagcoBy 360336 gmmyate Logamia ymba.
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