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About Some Aspects of Tsarist Colonial Policy in Batumi Region

Summary

Russian Tsarist regime steadily led its national-colonial policy in
Adjara. The Tsarist colonial policy always tried to isolate the small
nations from each other and then to make their assimilation. The invading
policy of Russia artificially created the conditions for small nations to
forget their past. First of all, this policy persuaded the Adjarians that they
had nothing in common with Georgians. The officials of the Tsarist
government constantly told the people that the Georgian culture was
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strange for them. The Tsarist policy banished The Georgian language
from schools, court, administrative institutions. The government officials
spoke to the pcople by the help of interpreters of the Turkish language. To
restrict the native language for the Muslim Georgians was an anti-national
step: the local Muslim population must know the Russian language very
well\. We must do our best to make Russian the only native language for
them, and in the mountainous regions, where the Ottoman remains are still
strong, we should try that Russian could oppress and gradually abolish its
usage” — one of the military governor of Batumi region mentions in his
official letter to the Chief Governor of the Caucasus in 1901.
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The activity of the Christian Society for the restoration of the
Christianity in the Batumi District in the 80-90'" of the XIX century

Resume

In the 1877-1878 years the war broke between Russia and Turkey.
As a result, Adjara returned to the Mother-Georgia. This region and its
population immediately occurred under the attention of the “Christian
Society”. The members of this society traveled through the whole territory
of the Batumi District with the aim of spreading the Christianity in Adjara
but the Russian Empire considered the activity of the Georgian members
of the “Christian Society” as dangerous for the interests of the Russian
Empire and banned its activity.
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The French in Batumi

Resume

This scientific work deals the personality of Gion, the manager of the
factory of Rothshild in Batumi. He employed mainly the Georgians at the
factory, and by this fact he made angry the chauvinistic local government.

It is shown also the life of the Givard, he was French, a member of
the Social-Federalist Party, and died as a hero in 1905-1907 years.

In this work it is shown also the life of Loffler, he was French by
nationality. This work deals also with the issue of the activity of catholic
movement. It is narrated also about the French, who were in Batumi in
1929. They appreciated the Georgian people and the history of Georgia
very much.
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The Law Situation in Adjara during Oscan Domination

Resume

The long period of the domination of Osman Empire and spreading
of the Muslim religion resulted in the spreading of a quite different law
system in Adjara. This system was quite different from the traditional
Georgian law system. To make adjara a part of its state, the Osman Empire
began to implement the laws of the Osman Empire in Adjara. The law
system of the Osman Empire proceeded from the Muslim religion. The
Osman Empire part by part planted the Muslim law system, named as
“Shariat”, In Adjara.
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From the history of Batumi's self-government

Summary

Batuini is the self-governing town of autonomous republic of Adjara
and its board of administration determines organic law of Georgia about
" local self-government”. It has been set in motion in the 16th of December
in 2005. Though sclf-government of the town has a considerably large
history.

The establishment and formation of Assembly is associated with a
scale geopolitical processes. In 1877-1878 years in the war of Russia-
Turkey after victory of Russia in 25th of August 1878 year on 2 o'clock
of the day Russian army entered Batumi with the leader Sviatopolk-
Mirski. From this place is starting new history of Batumi. Despite of
Russia's imperialist character, this side was herald of Europian culture. At
this time in Georgia there was strong national-educational motion by

initiative
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Political Parties in Batumi, 1905

Summary

In 1905 in Batumi was functioning Russian Social Democratic
Working Class Committee of Batumi, Socialist- Federalist Party Batumi
Bureau, Social Revolutionary Party Batumi Committce, Group of
National Democratic Movement, Anarchists Small Group, Armenian
Political Parties “dashnaktsution”, ,,hachaki”, ,,droshak™ Jewish political
Party “bundi” and Russian Ultra National Chauvinistic Party “Union of
Russian People”.

Among these political Parties in Batumi, The most influential was
rsdwp Batumi Committee, which was divided into two factions.

Social Democratic Party Batumi Committee was the current
revolutionary processes main ruling Opposition Political party in Batumi,
in 1905.

Among the Georgian Political parties at that time in Batumi existed
Socialist Federalist Party Batumi Bureau.

It couldn’t have been formed like political party, but in Batumi
functioned the group of national democrats leaded by Ivane
Andronikashvili holding the same views as Ilia Chavchavadze .

Socialist Revolutionary Organization Batumi Committee influence
at that time was insignificant.

In Batumi was also functioning Anarchist Small Group.
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Armenian population interests in Batumi protected Political parties
“dashnaktsutian”,“hnchaki”, “droshak”.
From 1903 in Batumi existed Jewish political organization “bundi”.
A Tsarism interest in Batumi, in 1905 was protected by Ultra
National Chauvinistic Party, “Union of Russian People”.
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Batumi-Cultural Dialogue Center (XIX-XX c¢c)

Resiume
Adjara is the place where Christian-Orthodox, Armenian-Gregorian,
Catholic churches, as well as the Moslem-Imani chapel-mosque and the
synagogue of the Hebrews in which each believer freely believes in his
beliefs and beliefs. You can enter and pray.
Batumi is the city where the culture of the difTerent peoplc is closely
linked to each other. It can be said that the city is one of the important
centers of culture diaspora in the whole Republic.
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The Germans in Adjara

Resume
The article deals with the public, economic and cultural life
describcd by the German travelers in Batumi, has brought many
interesting and important material about the history of Batumi XIX-XX
centurics
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Batumi Region — the Mcmber of the Democratic Republic

Summary

In July 1920 the population of the whole Batumi Region excitedly
greeted the retuming of the region into the membership of the democratic
republic. The marching Georgian army was exultantly met and thrown the
buckets of flowers by the population. The delegation of liberation
organization of the Muslim Georgia waited for the Georgian Army in
Bartskhana and congratulated the great victory on behalf of the population
of Batumi Region. Memed Abashidze, Jemal Kikava, Mohammed
Tsulukidze and others made the speech. There was a solemn mood in the
city of Batumi. The music was playing. It was the real festival. A great
walking day was arranged in Batumi Boulevard. All the population of the
city participated in it. There wcre spontaneous meetings where the
speakers exultantly talked about this remarkable fact. The meeting, which
was held in the Azizye Square (Square of Freedom) is worth to mention.
Ketevan Mikeladze made her speech there. She spoke about the anguish
and torture the local population had suffered through centuries and despite
the attempts of numerous invaders to separate this land from the
motherland — Georgia the people did not lose their national consciousness.
They endured camnages, raids, invasions and managed to join this oldest
Georgian part to the motherland.
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Adjara during the years 1922-1924

In Adjara (as well as elscwhere), the soviet government was hardly
established. A new and violent government was strange and inadmussible
for residents of Adjara, so people started the struggle against to it. This
struggle was a great step for restoration of the lost independence. In spite
of devotion and steadfast resistance of people, the struggle was
predestined. The government was suppressing everything with fire and
sword. The soviet government was established through power and
weapons. However, it was unacceptable for people. There was twinkling
the spark of frecdom in their hearts. They were hoping for future and
restoration of the lost freedom, because they believed that the day of
freedom would come soon.
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Summary

In February and March of 1924 the occupation of Georgia by the
Soviet Russia was followed by the disguised factual annexation of the
country. The practical activity of the newly created Soviet bodies did not
correspond with the interests of people. Instead of the democratic freedom
and State Sovereignty the State and Party bodies foisted on Georgia the
dictatorial governing of the centre, as well as the restriction the rights of
national State system and absolute persecution of so-called “class
encmies”. All these were followed by the strong wave of national-
liberation movement, which was revealed in mass demonstrations of
1921-1924.

The peace-loving Georgian people could not bear the communist
dictatorship and started the armed rebellion against the governing
authorities.
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Social-economic situation in Batumi in the beginning of XX century

Summary

In the beginning of XX century Batumi became “a gateway of the
oil” of Baku and main export point, where were founded dozens of export
trade companies and the largest monopolist firms of the oil (Rotshild,
Nobel, Mantashev). In the conditions of profitable and marketable
conjuncture, they became magnates of export of the oil by energetic
operations. Abovementioned firms subordinated the functionality of the
solid factories related to oil export, which were equipped with an excellent
technics. Batumi, “city with the future of New York of Caucasus», was
involved in the world market and it was growing like “fabulous giant”.
Batumi gradually was standing in the row of the ports of world
importance.
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From Batumi history

Summary

The work contains articles, in which is described many novelties and
notable events. There is notable information about the past of the south-
west Georgia in these arlicles. Articles deals with turbulent and fervent
historical events of XIX-XX centuries. Some of thc events were so
important that the world socicly was attracted. Articles deal with difTerent
issues, namely colonial policy of tsarism in Adjara, an effective work of
society for the spreading of Christianity, political end economic situation
in the district of Batumi, which had place at the beginning of XX century,
Frenchmen’s activilies in this region(some aspects of Frenchmen’s
activitics is not kmown for society and reader will know many interesting
facts about this issue), 1920-1921 density, many unknown facts about
anti-Soviet movement.

The work is intended for wide circle of readers.
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