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Zuorab Praguadze

The East Colchi’es History From Y To The I

Century B.C,

The social Political questions cf Colchie often waore the

ssbject of scinentific research for apeclaliste., Both, Georgian and
foriegn lnuestigators have said some of their considerations about
them. It is enough to pount out the singnifications six symposia
waere dedtcaited to the researches cn the problem s .of the past

of the Black Sea coast’s east region /colchis/, In spite of this
there is no identity of opinions onm the political system of Colchis
Jet,This cercunstanse is not wondered a&t, because sach most compli_
cated question as the formation and development of the Colchi's
State, can not be at the bottom of confromity of opinions. THe situe—

tion is complicated by the ancient Greek sources informations on Col-
chi?s , sometimes being shroaded in mytholgical legends, wich creatss
a sufficientty arduos task to and ascertain a historical realiti rebé
flected in the one. At the same time the Greek authors give us an in6—
formetion only about the individyal tertitories of Colchkis and in ge_
neral their intofoses are confined to the zone of Blake Sea coast.

AS rogards_tho contral and tast regions of COlchis, the Greek lit6—
erature of the claasic age says notsing to us about the historical
processes having taken place here., So, our kno¥lidge in conmection
with these questions is entirely confined to the researches results
of materials having been shown on the arcaeological relics,

Both in Greek and Georgian sourees a little information is kept on
esast Colchis, In the main, attention is paid to the ancient age and
&t the same time this part of Colchis(Egrisi) is axamined with respect

to the kin&dom of Iberia (The extension of west frontiers of Iberia,
the estabilishment an edministrative unit (Saevistavo) in east Colchis;,
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Cdi;sequqntly, whil researching & history of East Colchic from the
Vto the I ec, B.,C, and egpecially the one of the period encluding
ths time from V to the IV cc B,C, uothing renais, but arceological
ralice as & point of departure, It = should be noled and added at
State’s central and eest regionns’ history wae basicaily confinined
to be information had been found out in the site of th2 ancient town
of Vanl and the arceological relics having being found in the upper
realhes of ithe Kvirila River were not giwxen much attention. Sinse
the yeer of 1982 the situction hes entirely ohangsd when the Evirila
riverrs ravine’s arcsological expedition of the Afeoceilan State
Muasvm of Art under the guidanse of J,Nadiradze disvovered the burials
of an Early Anticue —Hellenistic Epock on the Sabaduri Hill in The
villige of Sairkhe,

The srcenlogical reliss ? informetion from the ravins of the
Xvirixe River /Seirkhe, modinskhe, Itkhvisi/ is teken as the main
principle of our reaseerh in a thesis,

In the capture called ? Some qoeestions of the sociaml-pHolitical
history of East Colchis /V_IV cc B,C,/" is examined some gquestions
of the Cokkhian States® Teglons social-political history o AS a
zezult of & study by moans of & comparative method of the burial imp6
lements having been found on the Sabaduri Hill in Sairkhae, 'Modinnkho
ﬁmd Itkhvisi some suppositions have been gaig &bout the gocial_Poli-~

hhiorarchy of thev East Colkhiah soclety, In particoler, it is

emphasized that from the V to the IV-¢c in the EAat Colchis a tribal
aristocracy exercised administration ofvb the Colchian Staters a sup—

erme autority holding bota a spirituesl and temporal powers and its
represectative are boried in Sairkhe, on the Ssbadory Hill. so, Saba_
oury Hill is a tribal necroptlis where the rulers were barled as well
as the ot:er memters of the trible, from this point of view been
concidered the V, VIII and X burials arceological materials, which
corroborate again sn opinion hawe sald in the Georgian historiograpy

that in the eerly ancient &g Seirkhe was a centre of the adminiat,
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ive unite /Skeptokhia/ in tne north—west provincs of the Colkhian

State. And the settlecmensts in ths upper resches of the Kvirila River
/Modinekhe, Itkhvisi and etc,/ were united Ly ths one,, A sepposilion

1s expressed work, that in buriad people in Modinalkhe we should sees an
agricultural end industrial layers we corroborate that fact of being
of representiativas from the millitary circle who were eubmitted to

the millitsry men had been advanced an administrativce autority too.

The chapter two called "The gquastions on becaming Gesrgisnized of

Eest Colxhis" dcdicated tc the study of Georgianesed of EAst Colkkis,
Froa the IV to the I cec B,C, and the historical proceseses baing

closely connected with thé"-?one ‘in particular, the spreading of Faszt

Georgian cnlture end political influcnce of Iberia /Kartli/,

Heving ereminod the arcecjlogical information from Sairkhe and WModi—
nskhe we smappus2, that. from the second half of the IV and espesialy
from the middle of the III cenbury B.,C. the ceramics of new %type ac
appeared in the region , the appcinted inmovation is fixede in golds—
pithery and otc. From ths end of the first twenbties of the I cent"rs:y
B.C. the Ssbadury Hill?'s buriel in Sairkhe is stopped its functicning
end the place is being covered with a sterile strotum and later, porkaps
in the middle of the IIT certury B,C. or in the last guarter of the cno
is formed & setblemsnt on tho same place, Teking irto account that
%he Be‘c.ly. Aatique Hellenistic Bpocu the burials are fixecd together
on the Sabaduri Hill in Sairkhe, we caa aupposs, that in the Farly
Anticue ii_ellerﬂ.stic Epoch the sams tribs). arietocracy governed ezst
Colchis (fhe rzvine of the Kvirile River) and authority of the Iberian
(Zertli) State was.spreading hers after thet, vhen the ricn necropolis

had stopped 1its existence on tae Ssbaduri Hill. The anelogical situ—
ation is contirmed on the burual in Nodinakhe, where th= bur.isls of

the Barly Antiqie Hoelkenistic Epoch are presented togfatl_le":.
The procese of Georgianization is continueing intensively, eapecizlly
in the Lete Ecllemgtic Fpoce, :u particular, from the I century B,.C.

to tne I ceatury A,D, , which corroborates us agair that from thell
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to the Icentury B.(, rne Loerrun (kzxrtli.) State, even during very burd’
timer of its history, in spite of lo#ing of Shorapani, had been sble
to keep upper Argveti,

In the chapter three called R‘J‘he policy of Parnavazi in aspect to
Colchis and soms quzstion onthe History of the eite of $airkhe" is
consg.d:.red a policy of tho first Iborien (kertii) king Parnavazi to
-the Colcnien State on the whole, and in particular, to th- east region
of the omn+, Taking into account the intermationzl evernts of The first
gwarter of the III centiry B.C. and the stratigraphical information of
the Site of Sairihs, we suppose, thet in the zge afver 279 yar B,C, ~n
centery must hsve had occured of the rcegion in the upper ‘reaches of tie
Kvirla River within the Iberian (Kart113 State. It is struseed here, -that

Colchis end Tberia were tsking an active part in the internztional re—
lations by thst time, which wes caused on the one hand, by the dangsr of

Pont’s expansion and of tha other¥ hand, by the political interestz of

the Selevcidian State, From the 282 yezr B,C, in the 'iﬁ.iddla Enst were
formed tuo opposing partes, which wanted to spreand thsir suthority the
region of Black Sea es well as in Asia Minor., On the one hand there wae th
the State of Pent especlally having been powerfil alter tie Hsraclea’s

allied pact (281 year B,C,) and on the othesr hand there was the Selovei-
dian Syria which was being at wer with the Ptolemeosian Egypt by that

time (280 year. B,C,) spnd was looking for the staunch alix. It is too
Qifficult to consider Iberia (hartly) as the ally like that, but it is
fact, that iv reaily ves uncer lne rrolectcreic of the Seleveidian
(Leonti Mroveli). in the 279 year B,C. Pont conguered Amagtria oun Black
Sea, We think that this action of Pont was sn unswer againis® the good
relations between ths Iherian and Selecidiern States. So, only after
that Pont could really threaten Colchis as well == Iberia, Mit im the
275 year B,C, it rvshed into war with the Ptolemeosian Bgypt, wnich was
the reason to atop that process for some time, Parpavazi must heve
uzed whith the situaticn and spreesd his authority in the east regions

of Colchis. The supposition is backed up by the stratigraoky of the

Egggguri Hill in Sairkhe, where the rich burial has stopped its exis-
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tense Just st that time, thus, the remilt of the pclicy of Parnavemzi
wos the riling trihal aristocracy's falling into decay in Sairkhe and
conformably, the loaing its priority. Proceeding froem that wo cen thinkg,
that the centre of Swxeptukhia (province) in Sairths had bssn cance.led
and this reglon harame an inseparsble part of ths new formed Therisn
(Kartli) Kingdom.

Tha chaptrr four onlled " For the comparztive history of y~ni

and Sairkhe" is entirely dudicated to the exsmpling of the Colechirn
State *s Yobh imports: . ventres? himtory Vanl and Sairkhe on the

basiz of the mutual comperison, It in stated, that trom the VII to the

34

1V ¢¢c B,C, Vani ard Snirkhojhbero shoun the specisal likeness to aach
otioer, By that time bnth poinf; presented as the ceniral placea of wor—
ship of the Colchisn i~ibws’ uninn, From the end of %hc VT century T.C.
Van¥ and Seirkli.e presented 2w the chief towne of the Colchis’s admini-
strativ—tertitori¢l units—Scevtukhias, The analogicsl socisl-political
and cnltural—econcnical events are fiwed in poth places, in narticuler,
the being of tha noble tribal eriato;racy with its %ampqrnl and spiri-
tuel functions, the stractural ideu tity of the Sceptukhias of Veni

end Sairkhe, the proc~sas of forming of the flourishing mettlemsnts
saimultansonsly of the f‘ceptukiias chisf toune, the succasi~iz.x of the
trival ari-tocracy, the praduel intersification of the estrsgement tot—
ween the military and ‘ndsstrial layers, the formation end prorsperity of
the temple communitie::, the—espwcinily §5M8 cevemony of burial, tie
ebundance of the burfiisl i“nlement, wspscislly jewslry, the molid diffe-
rence »f property and etc,

From the second helf of the IVcemturr B.C, is corpooboratez the fur—
demental difference betwsen the history of Vani »nd the ane of Sairkh-~,
By our supposition, first of all it was connected with the spreiding of
Hellenism, 2t pr~:ant in Vsnl im observed the poternt influonce more,
then in Sairkhs, In this situation, perhaps, the deccilaive fortor wra &

circawstance, thrt Vani was situsted directly om the way, from v ich is
suppos=d a migration of ths Hellenised Gecrklon tTribea ("vakh.),Mn
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tion, the immediato proximity of Vani to the Hsllenisod c:ntree in
Asia lFinor facilitated the exescuticn of cpresding of Hellenism hure
by the sca, Wherszm having been founds itself within the limite of
the Iberian (Eartli) kingdom, the foreign contacts cf Sairkns wers
siacked onoueh and in cormiraciz te Vani, from the II to the I century
B,C, it is prerwnted for us 2s one of the crdinary scttliedcnts of the

Kvirila Rirer’s ravins,
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