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b oo emobo o dHhmdol golo odogo,
08003 308bob7M90 8964bo®gdol 6dol godm
Mo 3o0MmAGBo, o BoM0gMHydol 0dolb godm,
Mo dmzgn3z3amoy.
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LoBmaoEmgdob 30330L0ab obymaomgdol AobaBytmgdeb V Bnagbowmob.
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omBgMmo mdogmobol gndg®mbool Joemod adgmolio

306990 3033080mbob dmnLido®ob dEgdomy gEm-9Ghmo 3mmabogy®o
gommogol — adgmol omBydol. doLdy o dob go®dgdm 8g30hghod 0d
d30mbggemob gg®omgdol, Mmadgmop dmyddowgdgemos dobo goBogydmo,
3mmoh033M0 EO bymogmo 396930l 3gbobgd bdodomomo godmdobogmol
9mbobAgboE. gndangdo dE30Mmo oG 0ymb Bgdo o@bymom yyMopmgdols
9093930 Pd3g9mgbo doemogol gbomgdol Logbgdbo o 08 3bmdYLBY,
OmAmgodog LEImOE oGOL obHMGooLb Mod3Gom Zobomgdymo. oG
0MobL 0E30mo 08ohmad, GmI I3Bogtmoag, Mmdnmabowob A ommgmon
90d030mm abodg, E1FgmoL dogbomo gogmom, 3903HdbmdL dmaobo adol
Lohanymgl, dob 393mbzgzombe my 306M6BmMAngH dmMabgmbgdmmmagdl,
0769060360 my bgmmm3zby® EOdGIMgdgdL. Agdo zoemod, 3o33oLool
obhmGoymeo Byzeoo@ob Boomdo Bganddbom dgdmmgdobEoglo®mo ByL-
00 BoMImEagbo 08 Jommogddy, GmIgMoaE Jbbmzgo®d EGHML 3o330b0Mmbol
9dmogmo ggol dotmob BocmimImdome. grogmo, GMA3 o3 Joamogol am-
69060300 O 3MMOH03PO LHOYIHIOOL LEIMOE 39O ObILOIMIOE
09 Am3mdomgdmo bh®ogdmbgdol EodBYGmO 08 g3mgodo, H™Bgmog ©Y-
gm0l 93360b EoMBY3oL oMo LBOPYIN6ggdom, dBOBgE dMoLbEMgYMmgdom
oMol EOBMGGdYMO. 303Mo3 EGOmoL BgomygEgddo Fgbodemgdgmod o3
dommogob 3d39mabo dmbobemgmdol godmdobomol, Gmamey dobo Got-
bmo gbm3MoOL dmM ddMbbmg3al, 3mgbe. dabo smbgdmdob d3gmo
d0em039d0m Agbodmgdgmmas 606o EGmmab Bhodhgdodmyg dobgmo. Badby-
mob 6430o@oEab 9b 6064y39th-606439d0 GogLmEoamo* 36mdgdo oby-
39 bdboG3gOMM 096300 ALHMGZMBOLMZOL, Hmamy dmadondabmgol
Mool $ado-Jabomobol @OMEIEO™M 3ogmggde.

300m33E9m IBgMAL, Gmamedy bmgl IhGaEL, oM dggdmoo, oM
0bghoommb E®mob Jombdo, 303Mmo3 dMmMML Ma3goL 30EMdabL Labobo-
Gymmm 03000 JoOHPbrogdo.

*Gogqlmegdo — 3gdo®ammo mgdugdabs s Imgagdeb ImImgmmgdn dzgmm LadgMdegmdo (HgE).



3°3m33mmg3omo GOPMm boGmdogmbg godbbgzgdymas, gowoghy-
300)9, ®mI oMLyl byzEooEdo gogooMm yzgmo Bobo oMo, yzgmmo
QOOMYMO ©d b3zgamo ado, Gomo EIIgmob dmbobamamdol ydggmmgbo
Hod®ol 3oMb dogombBom, 003730396 dob 3g3odhmm™BaL o ommgdnmm
Logmmogdo dg30mbBom, Eogomzomogdm dobo BbgmdMmogo o 3memo-
H039M0 306dmbogogo; Bo®mImgoanbm 3oMmzgmymaomo gbmghmgdol
Lp®omo o H3030em00b0 gmqd MYd®mo geHM0obmdoEsb ROIMIM™ Yool
193006 g3mgdodo, Gmio dgoddmby AToMm M3 BIMEOYdo Mo30dbm
dmobboby dobgzomdg dogmomgdEbyb dgx9m.

d9mbogMmo 30d6gd0, my Bgdo omBymo Logbol Bgbogygéobo om-
dmRbegde o my Hobg™m9g390d0 gomb®mobiol dmzobbomo EHdgmols doBo-
6gommbyg gowogmom LOP3N6gMO 3FOMEO3ZOM FOMEILYM MOMdOIMO
boBomzgbgddo GoAYbody Lobgmol dmzgzmgse. 09690 yzgmobmzolb
oM ogmb Lognmobyydm 58 Jogmogolb bodzgmob momdoByg 3mgmbg-
0900, O®IgMmmo ELOGILYdMOE LBodommd MObog»Mdbmdd Mmommgymo
08 3mambgdol dodotm, Moy P3oMmodgloE dbmmme 0dob dogmydy, 30b

dotm3agodog 396 3093 hJamb dobo ydzamgbo 8zoamgdol bobbemo.

bobgmbmmgdo. 230mdY6, EIFgmo momGYMo bogyzoom. dmago-
obmmdgh, HMI 3Gobbobg MmydxM-gmgbaol 3bgbmbob Jomb, 1392 Gyl
Lagdommaggemmadn godoboaa®dadgmmo dgdambggobol, 9ggdemm dogmboo
oMog3olb doEodmgoob dmoobo omdommol 3domggmm 3PbJdhodmy o
©o0bobo Mo goMmommE 3odomo 23O JMImdgbomodog, Gm-
dgmog 9oL 333039 bgmdob 39hHo3Eo, Mmogobo dgmomobogob doomm
3ohgthgdal dMdobgdo: Id om, dgBgmma, bgbm. >gdgEobod oagnmol
LobgmbmEgdol Eobabyaln. 0Boolo o 3og3zoboodo goEAmigdgdo mom-
goob obdhmbmoos. Mo, goEamom oM 89d0dmod 63 goMogmob dh3nEa-
0o, 39tyszom, GmMA Lodysze EPIgmo ByGmdgdgdmab Fodgmdo aszbzmgdo.
939406080, HGMAgELOE 0M00bg moBogzol bobgmom ogbmdl. og, bmaggmm
$0gob dompbbog, dmyEnbgdo dodomo dEobotmy EIBgmo, Mmdgmog dog
Bm3zob gmhmgob’. BAghdadpm 5b0dy @y dgor 60dbogL: ,mg3960 Lodcdoby-
dgmo”. gb godmmgdo, momgmb B0o6036gdlb ddommggmol Hgbogbio-
0oBg, Mmobog bod3omoE BomAmoEanbes EYIgmo. Agbodmgdgmos, gb

1. Voyage aulour du Caucase, par Dubois. |, pag.187.



Lobgmmo RBg®ggdgddo PbmEL ®mo3006m0 (3bgbgdol Ggdomo Logoddm
0EaomUL, mEomasb, dzgmmogob, dgggmo Jodb, Eyagmado Imgmmo dtMo-
330L dmbabmgmoobomgol G™A yoEbgb 3bgbgodl.

bbgo dodmagmo 3Zgma®ogqyogmo @obobgmmgdgdol obognmgools
obogm ghodmemmagng® oL33bodey d03yogzomm: bmad oG Bo®mdmondls
LobgmbBmEgdo ©EIIgMo Logyzobaed dmgdgma*, GHmAgEai dngdLb 3o
oaomb 603bagL, Jomogdol dmydotmgmdo, FoGmmmog, dmgdl dmmaboo.
0MolL Eobobgmgdgda: J390gm0, 9.0. dmob §398, bmggmo ondosymgool
oMM M6, mmBobob 06 gnm3ob dmob do®an; gHydgmo — dggem Lago-
Gm3z9mmmdn, dgbbgmBo, Moy 608bogh gthgdl dmMob Eabobmgdol; b39-
©IB9m0, 8083Mobgmn o dMmogomoa bbgo. 03 LobymbmEgdgddo dzgemo
Jomomamo 960l dzgMmomo bdnobmdo obdob.

©339m0L 3EYYOGmgMBS 30330L0Mmbmob Jodotimgdado 3oMmzgmo
dm0o60 3364¢00 399ama dmoob 3639Mm3zomgdadmyg. o8 Jdigemgbio demo-
960 LoggmEOMML 30639(m0 gobomgdo LOBodYMMLO O dMEPMMmBOL
3066 mgd0o, GMAMgdoy oymao dEobothyg oMogzom bombobo o dgbMe-
60b 39mmgdBg. 39993 0bygdo MmgmMmAgHho 39Mbob** dobdomBdy 0bob7MmOL
bLodogMmggdodEy 3oEo0dPmo EIBOmMY ™, LogoOMmIgmML mgHIM-
gommgdob**** 6oMIMAY6gmoa, GmAgmbog dEnbotmg oMmogzn ®gabogL
©° GMIZEOoE EOM0oMObL 08 goBHmgdadpyg 3Mmdgmmgde, gmabo @o Jo-
3maL (00373L0 o Bo3nib)***** 398mbobamgmb G™E p3gdosL. dggmo
Bo3bmamgdmgdo 08 oEaMIAL dmgdbabo®yg 8o3gEmbamob gdodm-
domd MmYoH®OL dEaomoE doohbg39b. 3n30dgEL LgOMmED 3 domolb
o300 0EIdomgdom M ImmbGmmdgddo doymomgdEe o3 goboOhmg-

*m3m60de AgmbBymos Goagbol d3¢hm™ob 8ng® o dobo dbgmo oblbo ImImmadamas Eads-
39M9dm™dol; oby3zg 807mgdgmnd Hm3m6nd EJIgmeb obLbs IMBmMMIMoe (Memdmo)
©o ByegaBymo 969d0L 89839Mdomoy. JRGEM boyggEoEMId™ AoBL HmIMbEedgdel Ey3gmal
©o 03900l JEMmogE M3 EaGmYdo, Hodoy dgndmgds gaomazomb 39690 3ato 30380t dom
3mGob (M9E).

**396b0 - bogMdob d39mmgdaG gOMYIMn, JEmal 1.0668 33-b, bdodgdmeEs Jgh®mImo
LobAHYdob I9AMMYdAEY.

***©@9qong — bgmdodo AEdIGY 306GM aEaomao, 306Gm gababamgmeo (Ggo).
“***mg»Imgamgdo — mG3ao60839d0 @O d3gbotmhggde, HMAMYA0E 3000¢1EO006 baomoboom
$3939G0H7M0b Johmdgddn (G9wE).

*****3ma0 o 80amao (00§730 o Jo3JF0) — bamby®o babymmbm@yde dBado Azbmgcgd 0d
IMmAmodomY @O 39tIG0 HmAgdabe, GmBmgdoy 3693960 bogoeoE Imobyaebgb @abogmy-
®0bO396 O EoE Bnobl 0y9bgdEIb dEzomMmIMNg dmbobangmdol, dom Immoab Jogzobool
©0 JobmMOYm dMIMLOZMINL (M9E.).



dbo o domb §033Ggddy, HMIMgdoEs EIM-3oGbo0boE EmEgdgmmo do39-
©Embgmo gdotob 539d7mos.

g9®ob3o Gghoo

82) 3g930mbgdoob 896, dydodgE, ©EYm-3oMmboobol dgbobgd. pado-
bgbyg: 89 8many3gdom Bobs obhm®mosL.

92) 0go 3mdMdobs F900MHmab, Gm3gmop M dmol 3o dEgdody-
™dL. 03 dmgdol doMmBg 3bmzE™MBL bambo, GM®AgmoE demogh gmodome-
3mab dGmAgmomoy oEodnoby®m gbody.

93) 08 bombdo ymb®mo Job: EHE-30M6006! 50, LooEOE dMbMmgdgh
©9Eodobol 0oFn3goo @O o3psgde, dgodmgde giombmo, dgbadodobo
30obodGZgmmb gobo, dombo o Azgb Bmeol dggndmas dmBommm
3027mobo30 Byw©9?

94) 806 y3obybo: demoghgdo, GMAgmoE 99 dmadobodo Jeomado,
gma9ma3om 06oBmogmgdody yoaem dzomgobos. mgzgb aamom 3mag-
bdotgm o 89 om3zdommog BmywEab mgd3gbLe o dom dmGab.

95) dmBoEgm M 3060b oo bogdgdo, 03mYB, MIdmgbog golligdl
™G 3ol 3o gobobzmgml. axdgdl Yd®dobo: 393bemo oobmgm s Pog-
c9m G3060b goBoommgdodey. 399093 30 MmY3o: dmIohobm 3odEbomo
b3ogmgbdo, MmB 08 M30bob BgdmEOb googobbo.

96) 303939930 0 003739030 3gmoM gdmgb 00 39Emob goEomob-
30 O 3963 3odmbgzMmgho.

97) gb LOdPBom, — mgzo EPM-30Mmbo0bId, - BbGPME M3mOL
dmbyomgdob 3g9aoc.

98) dmEgbog dmgo Bobolbot gobboBmadymo Emm, yBomo dg-
dmgdl 39Emob Eodmol. m3mol smgdo dgxMys3gmoo.

00, boE 8034d35MM 33300 O MZOEIMAHOEe EFIgMoL 3BoL!
00, dobo 3dzgmgbo o dmMmPdnmo EadE3gmo! o0, HMIgMmo bogo®mag-
aob g393 3bgogm 96 3093 Loy3ybandol ByzEao3o dob EodoEydLo
©o BOHELL! dh3oag oym 3og3obool g MEIg6o, d9tdobo gamamoxygdol
dogé® Pylae Caucasiae* Bmgdpmo. 3ogMod, 30ddoosbamo gMol
3039 LoY37y699030 AbhmGozMbgdolsd O Ygmabol 3mAgbdhodmegdol

2. gytobo, moge XVIII. a3. 82-98 (3080806Mb30L 3056 @®obamoEab GPlgmoE Mmota.
3oMmoBo 18476). bohyzo EIM-3oMbonbo 6086031 MG-(Joobl. 23 Lobymb FoddoEnsbgdn
SMAMBLIZNIMOLO (PO EILOFETIIMOL EOIIYMMBL, dengduabrEmyg 3539EMBIML PEMEYdYE.

*Pylae Caucasiae — 30330b00b 300089,
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809® LOJobMoE o 393BoGmOgoE dMBgmome 3ogaoLoals 30306¢gd0L
606039 obobo obg g3gdmEb96, Gmam®mE oo 3gmobogob o dobdo
89007L3Mgmyddo Mmob dmagobgh Logo®mogmmyg Eo LoMOHBO3Y., 3Ibmo
©o Lozgzomo dBool bmyng® 39mmaddy. Mo Bmodhymog oM 6o ym-
gomoym mgonmgdgdo 3ogaolool 30Mm0d3ng0dg, bLodoGmmgo ob, Hmd
gMobhoobmdob 3ocm3zgmbogy bLop3nbggddo Jommym dEaNMMdGm0g Im-
LobamgMdoL mogolio Lndogmggdo dgmbro. 63obe dgmmagdob dhodomo,
060330 MmM0gg bodnMob 53gd7mo 3m33900, 30bggdo 0833969d@o yzgmeo
33387900 obobmgdol danml, oMosmmob LodommggdoEob ©Jag-
0039 — Gmagmeg dmob Logaddm 396G omy® 3769dodEg dndogomo
aBob ;mzombomagoy oEa0mgdL. domamadmoobo @EYdgmob dmbobmgm-
d0bgob 093%™ LOTobgem mgdpmmgdol dmolLdgbm. dobo Laggdo — gboo
Loggdo mbooblbo o Aol o3dbgtm @og®mgddy. of oMmobdobob ggboogos,
BmGEMobhmob bBogmmgdom bomgmmob dgmdodmo. og Eamodmmol Jo®od-
4ob 9339mmmo Jmmgdob bdog nbidol, Jogmop G™mI Jhdysdgb bdomgbdol
39©9mbL ghmo doBbom - 3o330L00L goEamds dobgb 0dob 60dobo, HmA3
dob 30003 EoI339modl o™ bdobogm. of ©Y39003 oMNdb, G™Imgdogy
dm0obo opgomgdob 3dagmgb gobdb 03ogg6. dmobdgbm Imbombmmdgdl
©99mbg68y, 30330L00L gL dmomo 3MEYIdL Mm™A3 bboggb. BomAMULO-
b3od of oobobmo Bogo MAgGmN, bobbemoobo Es bobinze Fodnb-dodo,
003000 — Bo¢o 0330 06 gMmogmbo, ®mMAgMmoE MIOML LoMmoFmdEL O
HMmAgmbg3 9O mEPMmbg IMmagz0mbmmaL. vg3g ImAdBL Jomggmmo sEado-
obo, 3Mmagmy, MmAgmbog Y3030 3MOH60L. g3obzm3mbo om®bobpo
- 330Mo@ 3mAog (556 B.), Bgdb, H™mI EoMmoamob dmnb qgMEmIgLId
999magobobgb Lobgmmo 3oM3g8o, 08 ddmMdognab bobgemo, GmAGMSY
og LodogMyg dogm. gb 306MHmMgdo Eo dmomo QYYMEMOYde 39MHFON0Y-
Lol dogéog d6ob bmAddglbdnmoed. 03 Amgdal Jommmygddy godmgo-
©696 3gmipgd03, mMMAgEMbaL? Bodomgddy mgdobzomol (Themiscyra)
906@ahgddy mH™MD EabobmELI6. Jommagmgdl, o8 oEanmgdal dmdog

3. Caucasiae rupes, 3033°000b 3mEogdo,

Caucasaei fastigia, 3033ob00b 3639630emgd0,
Inaccessae brutali do763magemo,
Fngore rupes, dng3omo gogo bagmdo,

Trans et Amazonis ululatum  530dmbgdob adomn dGdmmgddo
Caucason armis, - Statius. ObdogMmgdgemo 3ogaoboo.

4. Herod. IV. 36. Plin. VI. 3. Mela. 6. 19.
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9 mdgmMgdbo o 3930h®MbYRL, Go mJdo Yoo, dg3to domo dgdGdm-
™o By390© baom, Moy 3gdohnobgbo O obhmGool dods Jghmomaby
69$9b. dom dbgmoE goEogmobgh 3og3oLombo, Moms Mmogo ogmBoom
©339emo dgmdotmo Imbobmymdobomgnb o mgdabzo®do EoI3300MYdY-
mo0y3696.

godo@oob*, b3ombgmol dg9xgb (dgmmdo VI Loyaybodo), gb doEa-
ogmgdo bLzbmono, GoEaeh LO3M®Id> 06 BodyMTd, 0Mmo3z30L doEodmyddo
300 m39mMoE mo30bo Lobmolb ghm-gmmo 633M0 EOHMIS. d3 ©EObIL-
Hoob b6odmo FodyModzomgdol azoMom 30@Y3 oMLYdMBL. MM ©o
306 gdmydgddo @obgh o3 d3gemo Am@adnl 360d3bgemmdd, GHMAgmog
obMoE BMMIL 3MEgm FodPgdL LododIMmM®LY o M6 oEaomyddo,
600 96 3702600L MB gloBMm3zGgde, Lodoagmygb 3gmobogbobmgoboy®
36mdomU.

00039 JodoEood, GMmAgmog o0gLBHoboobgl godddmo Lododo-
39mmb EoLI3YOMOOE, 3oddog®mo gu dmoobo gobobgzmgmo b3gzomgdobo
©> boBommo 893mLY3900L0306 Logdommzammb EobogazeE. AGoom-
mgm bommbmo, 3.3. dmogmo mbgdobogobog, Yyzgmo gb 3d3gmabo go-
©olobmmgdgdo o6 BgdmLygsgde, dJodmzgmo obEHmEG03mbgdol dogh
ombgdomo, @©Ydgoeb goMmadgdm Pbo gobbmdyogmgdymoym 0d
9hmoEYMhoo gobobzmgmon — bodwpgommo regni clausira-mo**, H®mImMmo-
o3 L3P MMBEE96 BOEOMMMYNOEIL LbdbMhamobogzgh AmdMmogo AGo-
30M®m0oEbmgadbo bogmbgde. sbymos ©Ydgmob 360336gammds!

308 olLyY, EYIgmob dbomg Jommagmo ghob obhmdool 630bd
9mbo33gmoo. bgmdomo Bmgemo arbmom gomBgdmGBhydymo, ob mo-
30L73mmgdobo o Lobombm EOIMYINEIITMOOL gdmlL aodmbigdo.
dobom, dmamdy gobomgdom, 039hgomES 30330L00 gmagdoldy o Jo-

5. Plin VI, 2. 3tmoboglolb d0g® 3mblLgbgdyemo doboty Dyziodoris-I, 9§36 goMmgdgo, G™I
M9M3ano, GmBgmboE Johmzgmo agmamoggde bbgbgdaym oanmoddo dEobo®y dGogab
36m@Egdg6. m30m EoGINamOL 30bg-Lodoa®y, G®AYENLLE 3emobojybo 3gdoboob JEmEYdL,
JoGoymon BgGommdomo Byommgdol dobgegzom, oyans dgng domaobb, MdmAgmoy Jocm-
ol LOTgPM BHobeBg oo d3.6. Igmdrg boyznbgde. 00 agBody, dmAgMbLLE Jommagengdo by-
30L-30Mb 06 0Moga30b oMb, bmenm dg9Mdbgde 30330L00b 3obobamgmb J6mEYdYb, gonokmgl

29Mo¢mEG 0bhoby Il-ob gemhgddo, GmAngdoy 906 569 Baemb mmggdmod dmozmabo.
080b 9gbobgd BgMb 3gbobrdg Ihmiadhm™o (ob. Excerpia de LegalionubuS, pag 109).
o(o00 869 TYd0 030l dabmo @S BmMa g™ IPbmo Jotgdbog JEmEgd96.

*nzmobbdgdo Jozo@ I, 0thobob dggg 488-531 Bemyddo.
**regni clausira - dmogotn (bodggam) Rodzgho.
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3M3g00L, boBomgdobo Eo> yoghomgdob Bgdmbgagdobaeb; ob BoMamo(-
3960 LOAYAML EobayMEYbL, dobo LodbMgmo o @Eobogmgmo ULo-
B3®mgdal MmygzobLob. dmgdom dmodoygg dabo dogbmgamgdemgdol dobgommo
d6dmmab 39mBg gmm3oMgdmo J30EIGYLO 3odotggdal E®dmL. ol go-
LobyMmgAIMED bogmbl, dob Lobgmdboxm O GYmNznx® LodEoE®gbmob
gehmoE, 003d5boMOE. Anbo Ydmgzgmo E®»MAYdo, 6dnbomnobdoboo
3360l Labgmom, gL dodob Bomb bzgdEe O oMmogmmbgm 3blLbo-
om Lodgym o gxmy. obLBY, dmamy dobodyg, G™MIAYMIdE o6 ogmEO
dmbmdo, mmammy modob byzEoomdo dzdogdmob Lobobomymme abo-
933emy3 30ML33mo3Y, dogmomgdmbgb LodgA™L yzgmo BgGhBhomoob.
doLo EoEIdYMO MmMm3M0dbo AB3gMm3zomgdom $H3090mmo bobammbm mo-
30L7RMgdeb 3BgMo dodobog 3o, HmEgbog dMabboby Emggddo gt @mob
dMdmmob obemmdmado gbo®mgdmbgb. 3gmggdo o bodgaymgde dob Jyg-
90696, Mmam®m3 IHhghmomzol 30363E™AIM S>OMY3Ym JoEMIOEL:
dobmob 3phGmo Bgbgde bogzpomom oG bEgdmmo. dob ImGobmb-
69089 oEgdoL Loy3znbogddo gonoMmal o OEaL emmaol byjEooEo O
bozgomob Lg3Eo dbmmme 30806, MGmEaLog ab EIdYMEL o 3BoE
ogm Loggomobomgol. XIX Layanbol obobyobobomgal dmLobgmd
o momgdol d@o® ogm. LddMEMM 3oE3969d0b0306 ob 9HMIMGEDI76Y
bognbdo oblibo, Jgobdnbo Mo Agmobo @O bogmbol mbmgba*. Lodomoby-
09®0 LogoMmogemg obogmo bogmbom gobdoobo, og®od oMo Jdagmgbo
93530 mbggdol 999330@MYgd0Eab, dModgm dgBmdgmo Lmdbgmo@ob
Imbymgdom, Hm3mgdog ommddnmm 60636939089 od3z30M©696, 3d3g-
mgbo bobgengdol Linmob qogo®mdy 08 Abomobiomazol P3bmd gbobyg Jzbm
Lobgmgdo EobBgMaL. 6dnbod dabo, MmAgmog 03 dobob AGenmdgm Bo-

* XIX Log3gbob Eobabynbobom3zol Agqnl GyLgmob bgmabjynmgdod JbgdoE EodGMm3N
39MmM30930300 AGJHOONL Johmdgde @O Fobobmpogme bodommazgmmb obggbod. 03
EOmobamgzob ©IFgmabo o Jobn Agamaatmgbol dmbobmgmds bogddbmdmeo oym 3gd-
30M9dm0, 3o3™od oGy 0bg P6o BomImznEanbmm, GMI og Jommymo dmboabemgmdy
9omm00boE ngm 23mBY3900m0, Hmamey 230b 3tmohmb ombgmasbo BgGb. gtgimg dgxob
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St. Nichola's church. Photo by Gela Tsiklauri.

St. Nichola's bell-tower. Photo by

Gela Tsiklauri.
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3960 ©og399gdom19dgmo dgméy bogmmgdobamidm GgBogbyoom bmaggm Lombdo (of
2@EGYIPLYIN6IId0m EomaMomgdgaa doB8omoze EMYdegd 398mmAENmOE) (B19).
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3o pd3gmgbo gMBmL gdomdoo, GmIgMmULoy geHBEm-mosbymal, @doz-bgs-
LG gMobo EO bgd 300l gdotmdos 9BmEIdMEL. gMBmb g3o®mdoo oogydbo
9999 30b¢oba gmMzobomdo (446-499). g3obzm3mbol gnddomosbo, bodo-
qoE 60ggd0 LogomgEMmH™ Bodo®o BEgdoGIMAEL dggmo ghbBmL Jogmod
Jomgmdo (Bgamgmdn), madgmbog dggmom d9® ghdao. gb gdoddos 3g0-
©93 3°Eo04obgl bo@godmdn, LoELE Sa3MmIN3g oym 3nddomosbo EOEY-
0o 93emgboo, HmAgmog bo®Eodbgm IMm3zEgmIMghgol JomgEmom
9abobyMgdmEo, Bob ghmEgdmEo 9MEM-Moobgmol, |Tog-byazLadgmo-
Lo o MPBgmob JomgE®o. 03 9306 goodo FgEomE d3MIM3y EMIILY
399m&kgbomo bmzm™bol d3mByYnbgzomyg 93mmgboo, GmIgmog omodgbo
600bo omhogm 9gqygd (668-718) o Loy, dobo dggmenol bydgomom,
©O3MddmmIMO 09039 8gmobo o Badgdgmoab 63nbmo bobogngdo. bagdom-
039mmb g3mgboo 63obpe omBogm dgxmol blgbgdob EmaL 21 0360LUL
0b603603L.

.&@.@@’&@2@/3\.

739008 EMmMAd

obhmogmoe domomgdgdol bogemgdmdabo godm o Bgagodmos gob-
LBoBMm3mo, MY o EEMBo dopdmagmEosm EYTgen Fmadgmggol, ghm
©OHmL dmog® Eo dnogmmo Lymob 3dmbg, mdom goydodmot dgma-
®gdbL, obgomgdl, Hmam®LLE EMaLoE YFMIMmOb LaoMmogzml boemnbo:
}QJ-J\O(D bg)béjl)m. OO‘URM maoo\s!

933L 0 06393L, H™A, d3gemo oEomgdob dobgzom, Bomdommnmdol
bobodo, EOHMBZOBY godmbobogEbgh MAgHMgOL, GMIgmmog moyzobbo
Lo d3gmmo Ladgommb Imbobmmgmds, dbaogLoE 08 dMIMLozMmY®dO
- b3odbymo JommEMagooLo o6 BmGMoLE®oL LE>3M9daLY, IGMOZmOE
MHm3 3gmbo 3g3bemol Loggdmbyzmgda. EOMBAILO o Lbld LogbgdBy
900emgdgool godmbobgo Logodmggmmdo Jgndmgde goEIMOM® GHM-
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dogmmgdoby @O L3dGLYIMGdNLgob, GMIMgdnEg BMbOE3ImIMdOm do-
HmbmdEbgb K396l g394obodn. Lbgoboo®moE Fomb bomdo® BgbogHmmgdb
o6 dggdmmm omyg Jughdbgl gemoobo ®mBol J3gd ©amdo dgHm-
dbgdol Goboomdmga gomodddmgdolol, otz dobgomoal omgds M3ommB
b3o®bgmmgdob BoboomaEa, Gmamedy 63587 Lbgs oLbdmMGozmbgdo Bg®mgb.
dGobhoobymo ®EIg6ol gogmgmodol 39dwoa, 08 dbomol Logmomm
©OMIodg godmbobymo agm 630b@s 30M0° 3mBLALEH06Y ool dozoe-
momobo dobgezom, HGmAgmMLLE mogobo myzombgdobs s 083gG0ol
©®M3738g 3odmbobymo IJmbEd godo®Ezgdol dmahobo 3060 — labar-
ium-o0. bogdomE, 6I0bEo gomMzrbo™® o Bb3s BE3nbEobgdol godmue-
bym9dgdo Eodobolinomgdgmo oym Jommazammomzgal. sbyg, 3030MOMo(,
XI-X111 bo339699380 0010003980 N030060 EMMBYdB9 6306 Lodob godm-
bobogE69b, 9306 Jogdo 30 08 B3NBELEMS bodgdl, 30Lo blgbgdol Emybag
2mB08603®696 Fomo bdgzomgEO™ HadMmgdo'. mommgymmo bgmds omdoc-

9. 330640, VII bog3nbob 3no Bengddn, godmbabjymos Jommzam dgmgmo dmbghgdBay. 03o
23O0I0d LIXOLIM bogHMby3eBg S6MYIYMO FabmOL Mo38Y. SLYIMOS bAHgFBMB
domgzgmab — dgmdg dogMopmaobo Bgmob, 39Mmubmol dmbatgdoy: mydge 6730B3o¢gdal
(n3ymobbadgda XIX bogagbob) goGogEnm gb AMbyhgde Bgodmgds 933m36mEYL bmbGmoe
3999b, dm3gmog 600-663 6engddo Iggmda*.
10. 3oGEobomo 30hM0, 1244 Ggmb aoGEOE3IMmomo 3hmemydabool gdobzm3mbo, Jom-
m39mgddg B9Gb (lib. 1, cap.79), G obnbo 0dGdMEE96 Mogeobmo Joh®mbob, 6363
aomMaol @mmadob g393: hi homines, Georgiani nuncupantur, eo quod sanctum Georgium,
quem in proeliis suis contra gentem incredulam advocatum habent et patronum.** agm@ng
©9 39030, $306HmLBIMO oGO MAgHab omBBYGYMma, Mmogz0b IMYH® dmmbG™ddo Roman
de la mappemonde,**” mogobo @®mob gbobg 0do39b 6gGb Jomm3zgmgddy:

Celle gent son boin crestien,

Et unt anom georgien,

Car S. Georges orient toujours,

En bataille et es estours,

Contre paien; et si Pauroent,

Sur tous autres et I'honnourent,****
11. Bgdo mbByemgdgdn:

a) Xwuanb Meoprus Caakanse 1848, Tudpnuce, 33. 16.
b) Onucanune MapTkobckoro moHacTeipa 1848, Tugpnucs, 33. 32 o 34.

*XX bopanbolb 36mdnemo 6373083oAHgdnl: g. Jobmdmzal, . 3odobodalb, 3. EIbEILL. 0.
Iomoembnob o bbgomd m3zomULoBMobom 33M0obo dmbghgdo, ymgzamaaomo 9i3olb gotg-
89. 3m3Momod 2E3zommdMm03, bodommnzgmmadn Ammao6g ddoGmzgmme dog® (HgE).

** 08 bombb, 3gm®anobgdoE BmEydgmb, JME36m boembmo (3ha®md) Baboomdgg MmozoL
ddmemodo 6306 gomdan dnohbmom IGOMmIIMOE ©o JoBHGMbo®.

*** (omBobo Bbmgmom Gzolb Agbobyd.

****qb bognbo §933oMnA0 FMabdHooboo, nbobo Jodmzgmodo 0MH00b o gobodo®do 63nbro
30mbzob 3ndok 396, 0hagamog vMLYdm BomdoGmmo Baboomdoa ddmenado.
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003> Hhodomb 03 B30bEobol LobgmBg, 30Lo dqodzamm™bol §398504
09gmqgdmEo. dby, ogomomoE: ogmy3zol bamdo, mmaabol, ogbogol,
o6obobnbo @o bbgo Am®BEIYBLe EMgLILBLYMM™AEB96 Bbo®mal Loghmm
Johmmbal, 630bEo gom®aob ML o dom LobgmaABogMm EGHMTLLOJ
6530bo gom®aol bogo 69839690o. 03 Loghmm bogydagmBdy EI3gm
dmmodghgodl, doBogmgmol dmbobamgmdol Bomzmom, EHMBodg godm-
Lobymo 3gmbom 6A0bo gMogmem 6oBoobBgmmn'2. gb @GmMBo Mmob Boo-
mm dggobbymao 30b¢hobado (0g03g ommIolbobds) dybgmdo 1803 Bymb.
dobo godEopzomgdol 39393 EMmMBo 30l bgemdo dmbgo, 3bmdomo
O oMol

89mmagho 399330GgMmd0m 0603690mEbY6, o dg3tho domgo-
6ob Bmodmadogombo pmgbog gbmammdgh o3 dboémgdn. AgEO™BYgdL Mob
obamb696 3oM33979mo GomEybmdnl dgd®dmmgdo, Lobymogmhm domy-
80. LOAM3EIMM-39MAGYMMo A3 ITMINLOL obAMEO gognmdd @ of
Lobom Jommggmgdo 9pdngoE BoMIMmEagdmEbgb 3zommbbgm dgma-
gdo@ 6306 F3GoboEdo IHGmPmo oIM3InEYdYMgdol dgmby 9gbm-
3ol meob.

00 hodob EOMIgde EEgbog nbobgdo dbotmol dmoobo daomgdal

439mo dzgm 93mybodo. dom EMmgLbLOLBLYmMgddo godmaygbgb o domby
©0303Mgd7mo BoMmgdol bLoBgodm My330L Mobbemgdnm (obo @o dobob

12. 63060 3Mnammo Mm3mobIghysamo*® EondoEo JodoEmaool 608006830 328 Bgmb.
808000b0 3Mogmmo agm 60800680L 530b3M3mbe, EIEIL 9hgad Bmba o6 Babo. ogo LES]-
MmO Jomgbdhobol 39L0M 9080, 39993 9330300L 2tMYJLOBE®™NATN, O IMMML, omg-
630 doLogmo JodoEMIngmmob. 399mamada, Jodommaool gomog Lobodolb gdobim3mboe
gmoqbobol, 030 3oboo 396 8030l 06039369, 398@93 30 dvdab BogozMom 6oBnobBal g3ot-
Joob 33oGmmnagmm0. 3mbLbEbHNbMAMEmBn ghghozmbgdab Fo6g4obob (3766.) 0go aodmoadobgl
obogm bo®d0gEBY o b demogho Logyzomo @ bogamgbnm EMadgdol MM 3MmEbom
obbbo FommmBoENEIdTIMBd EO 3MBLAHBHNEMIMmBn boggal doddab oG memdbagha.
09839%0m®I> MgmEMmbod 3ohogo doogm B630bEIGL o, dobo Bgdol LoBaboomIEam,
omoBg30 0g0 3MbbRo6HbMm3Mmab dbmamom IapMoahdol JomgE®™aby, goboddzops Mo
mo30bo gb 2GRg3060 Logzmgbom 3Mgdom. 0M0abgmmydobogab dgzebmhmgdgmds 93303dnb
930b3M3AMLYddo 3MogmMmo Mmamabaghyzacno dongzobgb ododEy, Brmd 306 mzommb 3o-
6o3bo®d JoGo IohG0ohJol Hobhdy o PIIGIP6EO Mo3z0b LOFBMIT™An, JodoEmInado.
0 30600MmA™M9d0m ymxebabiob Ea0Bym Jhobhab MEIg6aLs o oG dmIoEoEIdIT™mdob bo-
Loz gdenmE 60gbgdob 6gMo. B3nbeo ahoam®ao 389 Bgmb gom@ongzomo.

* 30gme0 m3nabdgdy3gmo bogodmgzgmmadn 36mdnoos gtogmem BoBoo6Bgmob bobgmm-
omog, 90bo bobgemdab LoBoboddmamhm bodho EIBgmob 6d0bed Bogmmmdal g3emgboodo
0ym EdGd6gdm0, 000dM3dE, 2©E3a0MIM030 dmbabmgmds bdoto o3 93emobioob 6d06-
©0 3mogmmaob babgmmomog dmobbgbagdl. gomEs 08 93tmgLboabo, EIIgmob Bgdmastgbdo,
396dmE, 90mobg®oobmao®dn, 3Mdodobmzomby @O 3oMLOTOOEbMmId®BN, BEJdIGIMAL
630bEo aGmogmaob bobgmmdol God@ybndy 93emgbios o 60do. (MyE).
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63nbo gMoagmen 608006B8gmmol dompodmemmannob BobL, ™3 ob aogm Imbhmdo
@30 dgamdo® 63nbEo dobomo 3odomiogmmob, LodoGmzammb dgBmdgmmo g3om-
Joob 3063260mmmgPdgmmab. bogommazgenmao dgdm®Rgbommo d3gmmo aoEImgdolb dobgo-
gom, 6dnbpo aMogmmo ogm bogommzammadn o aGa30L bgmdado, dob ®63g6089 dmog-
300 dmogmo Joemgamada, d6homgool JopGmootmgol dgmagmob JgGmbgzem, 30uBg3 oym
©23m30937m0 32906Hm0 bagommzgmmb 93emgbos. gb 3oEAm3ds dogmomgdb Jomog
©I990m8y, HMBgmIo; EPYIEY 899mabobo bbm3bo 08 63nbEEBY. 235139 IMBEIMIL EoZ0m
003>3969dgmol (1088-1125) @®OM®L g3mabnok dog® EaBLYdIMm $atom Bbamgmmdo.
JoGmImI> 93emabnod gb d9xg 6306Eobmo Gogl dnogymabe, EaoBglo dabo bbgbgdol Emy
26 00630600, 6306@0 3moamm 6o80o6BgMmaL EMILLLBIYIMOL JgmEg EMAY. s0, 90 bogyd-
3987 EEHLELESIMMOL dEaNMMBMNZD EIFIMOL 93Tgbns 63nbrs 3hoammmdab mmo
@b 306303emMdoT0, GMIgMLIY PIM3IBOL F3G0b Abamagmmdaliog, 9O MOEIGmL dmgm
Jodmaym 93mabnodn, o GmBgmoy, 1761 Byemb 39dEas®o boagiamgbom ogdol dabge-
300, Bo3mM0Eob, 330l ALgmgmmdobomzol dmgbgdmbgdgmo EGM™OELB, aoBogbymBy,
dEam3ob 3gbody 330Mob goondabgb.

0dobomgob, GBm3 obHmGoymoe Goghob Gobado agbob oyzobomo mgagmgdgde 6306-
©2> 3ghngmen 618056BgmBy, ExIgmBo 8y 08B 3066, G™A dobo Fbmatgdol smBydo
2Gbgdmdb Jvmgmom g3myboob 530bobome Jodmpm 3ohgmazdo, o Babdowe o otab
dmBgmomo dobo 3gdetmmdgdo. Boa®od A 39m IM3zoLBoMO oMol PEodEMLL ©d omaby
6omrennbagdgmob db3ghaMe Madghodmob bdaebdyhom Apomot Boablogoggddo o0 om-
69®omd odgdbo.

domnab b3oGoE 63nbEobmo 3bmghgdal Bgbobgd Logombog 6oabgddo sMob 36mdgdo,
HmIgmmd bbb gomamogoymoE 3g3dmgdgmos. dom o3bgdL >EaMMdMOz0 3oEIM-
399900, LOPIP6gMmO 3o6Bo3MMBLTL FobBHIPEIdYMO bambob obhmGaoms @O Boghmm
®63gb0m. 08 oEanmmdGmage 306086909300 30939 30)39d0GM0 EIGRIIMES MYIPMYdS
0dob 89bobgd, ™3 BdnbEo Fogbod oMBLAGYEIMD > Jobo dmbogy o6oLALO (660 6.),
HmAgmod bbgbgdnl EmaL 93engboo om60dbogh 21 006306, gomobabmmgdymbn 0y3696
Hmagmomog bagnmgdob Jagyobodo, 93¢rM3oo, ogmobas BmEYd B0, Jommag bbodoman.
bbodomn gb myhbydes. od, Ig®Bo (daomob EoLobYmMYdd), 3303969896 Bomb Logmmo-
3900 @ 3o¢03L 80039096 EMIIEY Jodoco d3gm 93meLoddo. gb 6o3E30mo abmGaymo
Bogho 330blbob domnmmmmaonl 369em o@anmb @ 23b93L 6306Eobme bmgtgdal od-
bobggem dagem 3G9dYL.

bogodmmzgmmmb dgbmdgmo 3odoEmaannl 630bEobgde @O Mmago@ S6hnmdaols Lodgam
dbom Johmymm gdhobenobyem LogRML JYIGIEMIIME oG HMazgdEb96. dZoEO™ oym bo-
d9tdbgmnb Jozdado Jodmazgm 399990mab: IModn3aMo — adodhmd GMA Imbhman, o8
©o 3mBE)36m bobodn, mnmddol IX boY3Y693®Y. IgEomEE HME3986o, Mmadagmo, 3memby-
o0 @o 03gMgmnb Bobowmo; Ggmogoyto — 0dohmad GmA GmAob MAgGHmgdal 603mgdlo EO
b3oGbgmob 3gbmmoy3zobobidpgdgmmo 33aGrEom JHobhgb g3emgboo dbmamom dodgdl
8mo0gmbgdo Logbobemgb, Jom 03b6939dEO JMNbAHGL ME3bOL EoLOEOZOE Jo330U00L
9m0obgmBog. ghoboobgmo Ggmoagnol o7dobgdgmo 3hdgdal, blombgmmydab, Goboowm-
993 d¥Mdmmodn LodoMmmzgmmmb o Job obom AM3osdadmyb bBadgMIEYML, GMITYdny
domomoEoE bobotmgdom bgmadmaobymmmdmbgb, gbodo®dmgdmmom obogno, dmmogmo
boyérEgbn. obgm bLogdhEbom JHhobBoobgem Lodgomdmb dmygmobs dobomo Eo@n, GM-
9gmog 33Bo3b0@o FgHymdnbgdgdl 930x069L, Jommzgmm 93abim3mblb (g3obdmang 325),
LIodbgmo doggdob LOENboOEIPYa™ mmboldngdgdab Bgbobgd. 8Gogomo Bemal aobdo-
3mmdndn, 93oMgnob 38omM3zaemmdaLbogod Mmogobagoen G ML, 63nboo gtnamm bobo-
26890, 3mbemdn ME3960L 3ob3BInygdobal, Bgbadanmo, ymayomoym dMmogszol doEodmy-
330, mo30bn bozzEamobenbo gdahmdgdob sEaamab Sbemmb. HEIgbol goblodgzoygdmoE
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Agbobmagh Ambabmgmdol EommE3aL; gb 3d3gmabo B3gamgdo dommbyg
29009 3909em00!

m3mob  LoEOEIdgMmMo mE39de oMo AM3EEYdol, SModY,
93690 bmEodymo, ©9306mBgdalb o6 Jbjaglgdalb (bgzobdgmgdal) dog®
LGYMEYLY, 03039 Lmgmol Jdzgmgbo EGMOELE 36Mmdaena gzoMmgdo-
©ob EadLobg®mgdgmo SEodnobgdol dogm. domay g3omMIdMEOIm d3gem-
00306 bdoEIImm™ dEaoemoL dgbobym, a{iameoﬁ)n@mbob boaboo dgdm-
by Logzmgbom LoB3nbEyMS O gobdms VB30 gotmgdg IhMmgdobogob,
06M0gdMobH0069d0b0306.897993b0 O 6AnbEo 3039dL BommoE gudmpom
o0 3oMmgdob 0b03gbgmmmos, MMAmngdog g3moboobomazol Log®mmbgl
o6 BomAmoEagbmbgb, oMmodgm, dotodom, LoboMmagdmmmboy 0y3b96
3G gy dEaomgddo dgdodmy Jhabhoobymo mogdgbogdgdabomaol,
Gob godmg obobo dbocmbL J39MEbYL dEa0EMAMagN ngmoMdoob o3 d3gem
Bgbb. 3063 gMmob 3bmamadol oM agbmol Eo BamgmaE gbdob boembamo
0omYd0, 3d39tmgLbo LOJ3P699d0EIE dmIEoboty o8 BabGmogdo Ggbowob
3omob3a30oL bgoaglL. oMo, Bglo Loganbob EoEagbomgdad, E®Mal
3obmboo. 33390Mo@ EoP3ncoldoGry obmBL o6 Loyzpbol BgLL, Bod-
603L, oobamom dzgmo oly, M3 o 3gddbo obogmo. Mmamobababymgdal
gL 6gligdo, LoBAnbEgM> Moygzabobigdom ™A oMol gogmabmomo, dogm-
B9 3603369tm™30600 O 93emgbionl 8930¢h00bgl JHabBHNobmdnl Jotmggm
BamgdL 0gmbgdL. mzommb bogysos ,9306mBo” 30 Ama303mbgdL n3ggdL,
067 9mgdolo ©O ¢yYyggodol Lom®Bggddo oGLYdYM Logobgmo oGmBgIM™

dobo @o bb3o 6306Eo6gANL dbgmo dmbBoBoemgmdd dJpNENHdgEo oym dgdmdgen dbodgdn,
30obbo3gm®mgdom 30 Lodo®mmgammb dmoob dbotgdo, GmAgmoE EIBMGYdYMO oygm d9&-
dbgemo ImbhmlL LoBm3Mgdb dmyondpmadmoge FmAmmpagmol bodoggdobomgol 0G10Y-
9909L bymo EMobL bogombyg E baEYE dE30IE 26 333nEGEIIMEO JMabhgh LEsgmmgds,
Gmameg g0 bododmagmmb Amgdpgzob obHm®osdo Gg®os. dmEm®baob bobotgdolb dzgm
bgmmbo6g»an, HmAgmog, 33690, XV Logagboboo, Bogozomby Agdmgao dobobyda:

Boxmo mH g . , damb daq.
floor o <Grobdgginm Hogyte gibRemfe g7 dgps

o b I adsambs o~ bs amsb ... b bs).
foghels kb Fjghesche (ymgyche defrgeghe amby o gl (begrébarls)
2»6«.&113 sanshsbe Jm@. J)al» Jn]ml)olnm)l) ‘?’31’6‘(]&(}

630bo g@mnammo, ob6homgoal JogGnomhgdal 93bhoxob Fgdm9a oym dgméy. 3064

h39630 Jomoagdmo MB3g6aL. gb Gogho oG a¢r0b ombodbammo domo gbmamgdob omBy™dn
080¢ma, dmI 36mdgdo Jomo gdnmmdgdob Igbobgd AMIM3gxdImNd o EIGgGamad domo
390G 0339¢m9d0@b domoob oo bbal 333w@n3.
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0335390, H™®Igmmo dbaogLgdliog 39 ommbol dmoBy, Jugbolbs o bbgo
bogo699030 393b39EG03064. dMLOENTES300, MA gb E03ggde of, Lodgm-
dbgmadng momGoE 3gdmboen dm®Rommd bobom 0b d9GPMm bmzgcgdal
3038006%939mbo 0M00b Jbmgmom gamgbool EoEagbomgdom, Gog
bogzmabom Bgbgddos dbobymo'.,

dmmE3gmgdo domom dmgdlo O EIPGYM BHY99ddo Lomgomm
©EM@9LOLBOYMYdBY b3thgdom, I397Mgdom, bbzo gmpbomo bozmogom
30@0o6. og obobo 30396 Bom, §G006 BoBomMYISE ©EO MOGNBHIL, dmI-
mMME39mMIdLY O 93emgbiool boby®m P6oBomgdgb. 08 3bmzgmmo hyo-
30 30, H™zmhE Pobgymo bogma, 93mgbools GRgdY. 03039 390EIDS M30-
6ob, 33M0obo © 0.3. 808060. d39m M0 g3mMgLod oG 30008M YA
dzgmo omgdolb bodgommb bobbemoobo Abbgzg®3mIgbotgol 3odgmEgdob.

3063 03bmaL 03 Abotmol FgmELmy® ymagol, dob bodGdmemm 3g-
9omHmydoL, HmIgmoy Logodtm 0b6hgegbgdo googo™o, ob dE3OMOE
3003930, Hohma dMob d7EOMHIMMdS Y39mobonto 8gy®bgmdolb dmEo-
obemm 30bmogLigdolb, gzgmo Lobogmpbemm LogoGmmgdol IBoymaabob.
GmEgbog bohbo o bogmmEogdo 03m0dgde Eodomo demmpyzgmo, dbg-
oo, 00gbo Bdzzgdo AMmadMm3zEIL, M3 LEGJIMOE gymb dob3obdgmboag
©o LHYOOLOE, ddodMB, JodhGmooMmJomy®o EoEo mFobol AbzogLo,
bo3392L, Bgommbo o 3PML, AemE39mYdo MobodGoE 0babagngdmbgb.
69mognd 3moogmbgdl oEodoobl LBANbEggdoboEIn Mmoy3060L3930L
®o od0hma boemmEogzolb §96Jd398 dmLymm BgdmaBodzgmmm dojmomydl,
6dobo F3Mmob Lobgmom, 0gégdooboEdo 3gEGodom, zodmombmamb
396rnbg3d Lommzagolb Abobydmogob, bgzobdgdmgdobogob.

©73gmoob 10 39®mLol Eodmmgdom, boxgm s®obobdo, godom-
39 3939mgbo EOMoE6 dMAEbomhy o MY dMLYdIYMIL M3aMol
boEEEJLIme EEILOLEIIMOL dMbBnd360d. Lomamm modhydaool dgd-
©93 J0Gomm boembo goBogbymol 0y303903¢m 863069 dommobBg 3dag-
mgbo g3mgbioob 3o®agdm 80603gdd, EOEYdIMN 3bbodmob At awmda,
3000 g3yhol bodomoBy. Lyg®ody 3obLodmaMymo MmobdndEgzhmoom
899mam03089096 998093 39d9dL:

3bg®ob bomé ol 6360060,
3035@ dmbomAP IO,

13. 6mdm3abmbn, bhod. 40. BgbEgdo, 3. 46. dmgguggaolb Logzmgbom maduoymbo, bodyge
dommgnb dmdEg3dm.
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3mbo®m3ym Logmbmol bomdgl,
363000, ImAgHmLymo badBomgymmb IMbGHo3zymb.

Loomob byg®mob g3obg3nmabgdo obysg 339Mibo, yzgmo, Jatmodo,
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330 dbmgdom. F3M0b B595bz0mgdgmo dmenm dEILGYG AL, ™MD 030
Bobdgmo ogm dywgdn, GmIMmomog 0Ead 93mgLloodo s GMmAMmamog
33060 d3gmo Ejagmol gomagdm bodEmoabo Jbgmmgmmmdobol EoddMmdo-
690d©696.

* dMBmLogmam bodoGrmggmmb dmnobgmal dhgammmann®ds gdbagrnpnod o8 oEanmab
bogmbhmmmm mbMomgdom godmogmobo 3objomomgdpmo o a3z006370boY39699d00
996083 J0b336¢otrm J3oygmo (G9E).

** 23060 Jomob 71,12 1A-b, BMAnL gHMYYMo IgHHImo bobhgdalb BgamMMYdEY.

*** bodommon - 3080 MIYEON. d39e dEMJIoa0 07EI0LAHIG0 Ggmmagnnl JBgbogbo MIgE MO,
003390 96GM-9Gm0 g30myhn. o3 g8mb3ze3od0 0z3xmabbIgds JMobhnobmo IG603LAL, ym3-
moE6dnbo LadgdnEb - (8530, dg @ bymobdnbeo) Ybaigbn (Ggw).
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39G3bmmobl 3g®obagonb 3060 dbotgh*.

Loygbmm bgEgdo EYIgmaL goc833m 3moh® amdbmdgdL om-
dmo3L. APoE®ImOE 0oL 06mbgdl bygdobs s bymomgdol ;mgom-
LoBogMo, GMIgmmo TImGobog IBgMmo MozobymmoE Eobyhoommmal
390Bogoob 39080389, ©I3gmal AmGoBmbHob m™3o gjyddomob g39d.
®30¢m0o dboo®moE 0bggbgdl d36g00L dbodhammm Jobm®modgddy, hygg-
00 VPG Lodomemggody, dob 30MTgdm dEgdodmy 12 bmggmbdy, 7
39660 EoIm™mIdnm @Yooty 008omMgmol hoody, Agegmo o 2doyo go-
LBomgdol bobbmoob 3G dmgdL M g30blgbydl, oEYdYm bgnzbgddy,
00300b6m0 BAGomgdomn GmA 0383009096 LMmL; XVII o XVIII Loyay-
60b oM0bHMIGOHMmO d3gmm (30bgadBg, GMIMgdoy dmMBIgho dMob domo
dmogmyool 0b ndmmp®gdolo o bogmbol Bo®mbymo 3bmagmgdol d6oMmy,
adomymoe ©Magdnbo, pBo®mABOG 3ozmol bygdbg, aowmodhgbomm bo-
™ol domydolb 6odmgdbo Eo doBamgmol dmol doMmgdodpg 6 39MLoL
9obdogmdg godmomo 3960bgdol dmmob 2dqomgod™By. gl vEaomydo
oomgmb ogmg3zal dmoobo goagobdolb do®doo dbo¢ g IPmoE goE3enomo,
630bo LOTgd0L g3emgbod MmI 0330Ma30690L. b Lodomemg EHIgmo-
LBomgzgob 3769d0L Pdommgl 399mgdgmgdol Botmdmoagbl o JEIBML
Joghmaobo 3oMmL3zmog00, Bg3ol dnxdacobogzgb dndogzomm bomgem adob
cmmad 330h39690L, 6769000 gobommo 3oMoadoEod, RoMombob doModowy-
089 336 m d3gmo, ImdoBmbhdg dmoms ddMdobgdgemos, dobo HGEIg6aL
3000MF39000 do3cmoy0o, HmAgmboy 396 bdmagl JMobhgl ¢ gddo, dal
3030MoBg omdommymo 630bEo bozghmbgzamos, 0gos 3maddobo ggdol
dmdmomdobo, ®mAgmog Bgmobo@do ghmbgmm dogdmagdo IemmE3gmmm
Bybo, 3830Mmd006 O JARmM3gem 630bEobms Mmogdgbogiotadn, dobog-
®o bodmmbol Bggon® bodymagmdo.
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©339mob LodEop®yg, Jobo Bodgoymo — dobo dom-3960bgdnd, yy®-
d60l o bgbommob. obobo godgbgdnmos 63030L boomgMmgdobol dMmobboby
3ohomo 8Eanbotmyg E3dgmal bgzob dmgmmo bgmodol gobbg™mog, BoGEM-
d900b 3ommmgoBy, 3omagdm dmomo Hodmbodoem o Boyo® dobByddy, Mog
obY bgmboydgmos 3960bolomgol. obobo dobybl gyzo®b. 39Ma0omogLo
gbdobgol:

"Bacchus amat colles”.
2000700 393060 8mgon”

gatdbolb godEo of 0BMmEgdo ohodn, goMmagoMmon, yzgmo Fodob
Jemoogo, dogmo, ogmydomo, 3mddo (cydonia), dbbagmo, 308emo, 6380 o
Lbgo.

30639 LOPIFNILM doML dEZOTNMIMNZ0 IMbLObEMaMdd EMYIEY
do¢hmbab domo@ dmobbgbogdl. ob 99x30bExm gobdobal g3ondgbgdos 1784
Bamb o ot 0by oo bbob 6ob bobobob 3ghdm 3oMmdY goggomos.

doMmgdom  (o3o3909mo doBol Jmgmo goGmamdo Jgodmgdo
9mogogEab 30 EMmoy® Lobbogl, 067 15 EgLgdhobol.* bLodyomm dmbog-
mob 306Hmdgddo 600 3mzodme*™ m306mb Byhoggh, Moy 9600 mybab
(3200 Loommb, 567 39 ML) BgoagbL.

3M30 (EP8gmob 3mas 16 mybanlivgob 3gEagndo), 3080b d30EAYm-
gmdob 309m 1858-1859 dmybogemoob bengddo 9 dobgmo@ ngnEydmo.

Gmam®moo ©YIgmob Mm3z0bm? - g330mboggb F39b. ol oGmoo Jobyd
®306mdg 139mgbo o oMy obgmo, GME MoGmLYdom BggEommb gzhm-
3oL Bmzog®mmo saomob bybd m30e6mb. M3060b oygbgdol bgemmgbgdo
B396006 Azommdol obogdoo O gondimdghgosl gmob oMo 0domaob,
306 ®Rg390L B9Gmb o dgdEoghb daommdmozn 3gm3nbggdobmgol
39739006 9boBy, 0ModgE 3Goddhoambgdol, 393960bgmdol omagnl bg-

* ©9LH06 — Bnbob oG mmBoL LoBmadn gGEMYYMO AgHGImo bobhgdab AgdmmydedEy, Y-
©0 2400 330@God7m bogabl, o6y 1.09 dgdho®b.

- 3m30 393900 16 mgbgnbogob, mybae 3.34 mogtobogdb. g.0. EPIINIH0 3Mm3d 0h93Ed 53
mod®b b mEbog 39¢ M306mb (GgE).
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3oomobGgdol, 967 08 bogmbolbogob, 3063 bobgmaBogm LodEoE®mob o3
©OM30L 30b30maMmgdal dogdmabo mogobo 3bmakgdo.
of maobmb, abgzg, Gmamey Bmgm bogodmizgmmado, mobol gag-
369030 0boboggh, Moy d3zgm d39Gdbgdmob o HMIogMYdmob g™ 0L
(amphora) bobgmomoo 3bmdogmo.
3080L oEaommdMmago 30dgdob goMmo, o yo®odowob Aodmiobo-
o 3080b 303900300, MO3oETS 3. b. JMOMBEM3d MGMA godmobgmo Lbgo
bgboemmob ghmo o HMAmmYdoy 1339 bogmabog ndemggo.
d900699709mdo oMol d3ncg doLB¢odoa.
0om9dobo o bogmeobdmagdo bygdob gondimdgligds ogdog, 0ba3g
HMmame[ y39manhb, ambobmgmdal gohopgdo® gdgo. 993, domo AGm-
dob 30ddod3gmo, EPdgmob bodmgoomgdol 6g3®o, dgdmgdobogzodoE
30LMPEHd BOMB0Ld O BodYBomb BI06EO IMmzomamdob, Molog PYBgbgob
0(0300bL M3amoL gobohgbo @o d363930L 306mMb0; Jodo®mo, Jogcod modod
030Mo3By I3gmol ghm-ghom 3gmbgdo bggdl 3mgos. obomagdemgd 3o
dobo bagmgom? — 93o0mbo Bado gymomodo 3ggmdocao, 3903039 BY-
©®m1L0b bodyzgdom:
.................... quem fructum capis
Hoc ex labore? quodve tantum est praemium?
.................. %08@Yb (HMmBgam) bogmal vomyd
08 3o@300b? 3obo gl o0l dgbododnln 0bo8moyHgde?
dg 9oL 03pbLgbo 3GOMAnLo EO 893006gMdOL Loodmgbgdo o 3g-
30oblgbyg Gmdogem dgmbobmo Bgxmol Ghggo: dsbodyg omby, 30demgdo,
09om bogmal dgbo 330em0d3z0emgdo 8m0d3nob.
Insere, daphne, piros; carpent
tua poma nepotes.
Virgil. Bucol. IX. V. 50.
oMgyg 8bbemgdn, ogbo; bogmal
8960 800dmaogamgdo dcmby3z9096 (39¢(30emaglo).
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Loo®og3zmb 3doMM39MMgde EIY3gmao

©J3gNL, Gmame dogmo oMogzol Mmyzomboll ddoGHMnZHmm
396Mb, bgzobdgmhgdo 3oboggdbg6*. bgmdgdom odbgmomo o8 dbomob
BIMEOIYO 0  MOIMGOE0sd ddommigmmo gb pd3gmaobo bLobgm-
6mEgdo oy hodymo 399wm9a0 LohyszgdoEob s6omamgo: byge o dgHo,
9.0. 3b3igLo, 067 boghyzobopyzom, bgmdob 63obpe 3oGmgbgdo. Abaogbo

33omm39tm 930 M03neamozgob o dggom bombmogob ggHmbhgdo** ©o
3MgL30hgmgdoE*** dmablgbgdoab, g.0. 630bo BLobax®mgdoE ©o JbIEY-
LodoE. LBoyadoEMadmo MG03g bommbmob Labgmgdol obgmo odmbgg-
30 — JbasgLgdo. obobo BoMmAmoEagbobgh bymdgedo dmdbyzmaymmo

Imbobmgmdol gom3gamo Fanwodol odp3omgdl ©o dom bogmbo
0®hggEd bOHIMmYMGomo dbozob, Jgmomambogmhgdom gadmGRgym ©o

309mpEom9dol ddmby dodogogmo BMoEob. dom bgmdo aym Lobodo®-
oo, bodbgehm o bodmgomogm 9doGmagmmds, Moy 9u7dbgdmE
0E3OMMOIM03m0 dEIM-69LgdL, oEOB0bmo goEamigdgdom dh3opsE
9960bmm, oybghgm, Bgdod 3obmbBL MmA BoMmamoEagbmbgh. Mmamob
LooEydmop Jomomm dmgddg Bo®IoGmmnym ™30 139070 BodGmgodo,

“9b EgdIMm9dO o6 Bggbodadgds Lobodznemgl. bmygodmydoe 3obzomomgdol mgzobodémobom @
37690M03-39ma®ox07em mo30bgdGgdomo godm, oMmoggzob oybo BgEagdmeo ghmndgmen-
bogob 9339MoE 3obLb3o3307mmo M0 BmMBoabogeb — Amnbogod o doMmoLoaod. JgmEIMmIG
3G®0ghnmdomo Robobgo-zobznmomgdob ®mamob (d3. 6. VI-lII bb.) domo Gocrdmoeaaboo
bobymaBogmisd o LRIJAM JoMob JPooghgh 93mbMB03xE O IMENAHNIYM LoymEILL. Fok-
60308 dgg3nb 3ngt J39460L LOgHNLMOZMYBOE EOYMPO JOM-9H M0 JaMageglin 6ndoboo 00 bm-
(3060 d3Ggd0bY, GOy 2N 3gMbE bodoMnzgemmado genobobhaco bobob @3-
©o6. 93MEM3n3xMoE @ LmpromIGmoE Aodm®hgbomm dmode 3o 3doMmmzgmmMdal dggmmdo
0BLhnGIAFdTo XIX LdP3P6dEY 339mobobd Magn. 903 30b bgmdol do®do dEydaty ©YIJmo,
6> 03> J6E, dmo® ndoMmgdmps bgaznbdg®gdob dgdzgmdem, dom JAgHaL. G™A XV boyznbo-
©5b 030 0gyo 9Moa30L bgmdab ImmoBnzx® 396MOE, bomoy AEgdomgmdEd gMabmagal bo-
bobgng Eo dma30065800 E739mol .. 3098mBn" IMmMogLgdmo 8dommzomminmn mdgobmgdo.
om36086030, GMA dmagmgmob aMog3ol bgmdo, bgzeb Romagmom, ModEboEdy JRGM™ 3ob-
3000MPHo 0gm bbgo bgmdgdmob Bgoomdgdom, 0d0b godm, MHMA of goEomE LdYOMXIMG-
obm 3603369mmmdnb bO3OIGM-LORHGOBBNGM aBo, GMBgMbog BIMEIMIGN bymobygengdo
1o3o639dm YyGoEMYdOL 99393©d. J3839m00, GMI >Ga30L bgmdob gb Babommo go®bogod
9930b @GM0ELb dgEomes bodgam EmIgEan (Gyw).

** 39mbh300 — bodgkdbgmdo ggtgbnb (gbgpabomeo boddmb) Bgzcrgde.

***3M9b3049M0 — Jb7pgLoe. JEobdoobyem bobodn dmzEgmme.
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0b939, Hmameg §9380M0¢0 M300LO EO dobo 6306EbgdaL LobgmBg 0ag-
™o 93mgbogdo, GmAgmmog 3gp3omalb BomBommamo BommmEoggdo,
JMHoLH0obmdNL EOHML 6M 33906696 JuooGMMMMBOLS ©d P3o6MBEMIL.
3oM3JAmo MmYAobomzol gb F30Mm-bodhgdo o FoGMMAdEOEIIMIPG0
Hhoddgdo oygm 03n3g, Moy dmgmo JoOmnzgmo ghobamgol Jodmmmmbol
Logemogo: boBdobEgms 60653y Gogom omAgmEo o3gd0, Bh30EEIdMED
bam3g3mamgdgde. 03 Iohmoomgocgmo EMmmob Rzgrmgdgdds B3gbb
©@OHMAEY 00GOLYdS. byznLdgdgdo 03 63obro oanmmgdnl Jobmmdmeor,
oongmb MmIghomgdob mobeabbhgdom, 3G gdmbgh bombl Lomda®o mom-
006 9d0bomz0l, 0bg3zg dmamMmE GMIdIMGN FyMmooms gomagdm. domb
m26039dmMdM0g Imgommgmdol 3gomagbmo bammbymo Rgg3zgdol 3gbobgo,
069 03039 396mbgdol, Lodommmol EoE3d, Logohmgdob Fgdmbaggedo
$oM0b 9936900, 0b0bo 03yMPgOMEBYL Mo gHMBabymmob dgodm 3og-
do™3o, 98MGROmMYdMELYE Lodommggmmb 3gqgb, GM3gmbog Gdo-
©96300 bgmodn 3gmbes, 2353EGMIMOE oM MOMOAHMAEE96 mgdy®
9O®M006MmdL.

9L 3d39mmgbo BmEYds, 969 bommbado ddodmnggmmdol ogGmotdo-
Jmo Bgbo, EoEbobL EomBL domoBo otro330b bgmdodo.

L3oMbgmab Fgxmg Lodm®As (BodgMmds) Mmogobn BdoGMgzgmMmdol
©OHML bogommazgmman, Gm3gmog IghmEmpgb dobgozomn Jgomps
L3oMLgmob 033gGoob AgEb®odghg Lop®adnodo, 3mosb Bmbodo dm-
Lobengmdol ddommgzgmoE ©I60360 mogzobo ghm-ghmo Lobmogzogo.
0306 0(3ob, My M23EY6 bobl dohmbmdEo gb LodmMmgdol, Boxyy®gdalo
07 30070 gd0L ,E06oLAH0S™ bdotoggmao, mydgo domo Rodmdogombo,
330Mo@ dodxmodzomygdo, EMgLboy gbmzdmdgh o dmBMeom dnbo-
6gommb qMmmMdgh gakgm BmEgdym bododgdman, GMIAgmoy BaEagdo
bbgoEolib3d 3zo®mall dmbabmgmaolb Fanagdologob o dEgdotmgmab Y-
99moob 3 39MmLol dobdomdgte.

16. LobObgmmS ENBILAHNOEIE, GMAMmgdoy AgRMAEEI6 bmbGMmoEYdal babgmom, pbMdn-
oo 4 30d3M0. odIM-1, 9TOGMIIEMAES bIdGLINT0 241-ab 271 mmodEY. GMmmdED dbg3g
bmdbgmbo Eo Agbm3m@adaol, 390G LoMEIdn @D d0yY3060 AY39® 0I3gMOAMGN Joengdnobo
(2606.). oym 3odom3anodn, 3nemoznoda. 30d®-Il (310-380), Mmdogmgddyg aodmGmAgdymo,
300M39mmdEL  JgMm3IMoyzobobgdemmdal bmdbgmde, YPGAIMEO 033gGmoHmEm ajmoabab,
GmAgmoy dm3mgb Abmab dedmmobolb (3636), 8o6 ajgmmnobal 3983300M9 nmoby vodjmo
bB3oMLIMOLIMZOL EOJNIM EIIYOMINED HIMHMENGIMNIB JEMOE 15 30303 PO 23O
©0 domogedo bmdbgmbo o Logocmagemmdon. Jodyd-lil (384-389), d330mdnsbow dg-
POMIEO ©O 39N0aobbymdomo Jhmoghmmds Igmboo 0335MoHm® mgmEmbogbmob. adjm-
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dgbgmolb Bod®mab dzgmo gomh@oo dmBIMIL, ™I gl 3zoMm0 Loo-
®033mbo ©d EIFgmobomgnl 360d36g9mmmzobn oym, mpdgo dom gMo-
Looggdob BmEgdd XV bioginbol bobga®modEy oMo Igmboom®. Jommymo
dmgsgzolb 153 6. (Jmdmbozmboba dmgigzobo dgommmbaghgbo), 063
g&obBodbamo BgmmmomGogbgob 1465 Bemob dbgmal Jommemozmbol
80M3mBob LobgmBy go3997Mmo dJho IMEIMOL, B ™I 9xugn-39xYH oM -
303 mog0bo gommodzomo (Hmdgmol bobgmmo J3bmdnd) gmobmog 3089y
3007M0obdab 3096 gom®maol dnombm3go.

gGommdom dgamgddo oblbomo oM oMob, ®odo dEamdomyg-
mdEo dodgmol dob Eobodoymao, Gomog 306 g3mmgbool Mobbgo ©ond-
Lobymo, dog™od dobdo 6gmod, HMI ,3099Y, LOOMLBMS6 O Bz0NYdMOb
30m&ao, mdoMd, dogm, 3omm s 673Bommob 3gmobbagdom, Ambobogdnm
3odmobygo@ob magz0L bymb Gymogonl boboboomamgam 03 Lodiogmmob
30dm, GmAgmog 0dbobyMmgol 3obwgibob, obFoL, o bBoMmogzL dbgmol
Hododb mo30b dGemmdgmmdodn omLgdm Bmagogdm LingzoMmgymmm do-
Ggdb”.

gmobmogol 6mEgdo, MGmAgmmog o3 Jdzgmybds ddoMmmzgmmao
330630 ommydbobe®dyg I-ob Agmmdolb EM™L (1415-1443) ogotao, 99d-

IV, bm3bgmob 89939, L3oGMLgMoL Fggxnb 09EY3NMENL Aj0mmn, goMEonpgaemo 420 Bymb. ob
0dGIMEo Jhnbhnobmdol 3oboboEan®admoE mogob bodggmmdo Eo Mmogabe §33393MEMAZdNL
80B0630nbogoeb Bodmpamgdobom3zal. 8odoboEdY. dMog3ol bgmdodo FodgMgdab ddsGmagmo
330G0b 06HLY™MOO PBES J03oMOYEMM 241 O 420 Hangdh IMmGab.

*396 L3>OLYM-GMINL, 3993 bIdGLIM-bodghdbgmol babaGdmngo mAgdal E®MUL (II1-VI byy-
39639900), bobobgmmo Eabobhnob Bakhamdoagbengdn, bobbmmbmmygamom 0y3bgb @onblghg-
bgdgmbo oMoggolb bgmdoBy aodogomo Loghmodm®dobm aBobg 3MbHGMMOL Eadygotgdom.
30dp6mo 330M0b BodamBomabamnl ©odz30E™mYdo dMoa30b bgmdode ddacmzgmob mobod-
©30mdoBy bEMGgE 08 30Bobb gALabMYdIMEL, 30308 EGMMO Jomakgdado Bodgmgdo 39
8003k0bd9900(, bmenm dmaznubgdom, dodytndzamadom 0gd3bgb o bobaddmozn EGmNm
390606A763L 060330b bgmdab gHobmogmdo. Xl ba7360b AgmEy bobgzo®ao 3bmdamo Lobgm-
360am 9mmgzobol $00dg® BobEIMAHILYRILOL 06033601 SmAMLLZEgMa Logdommagmmb
8m006900b (33000039 AMOJMIMN”), 063 30F3NMOE ©O JHOLMIZN-gHOLMOFOE,
bgmo o 6o 39990mo FodPMOLAYZd0L (Bod]kodznengdob) bogdnobmdnbomanl otdgzob
bgmdodn. d36g0cngad, domn GMyBomgbaoog LogoMmogEgdames Fobgomdn. Mmydyc-tmgbaob
9M030mM3aBob  ©odo63Mgzgmn Moddhmdal 3gd0maa. dMmELoy Jobzomo do®ragbzoaboE
2MbMEY, LOHOLMOZML IMENAHNIYMO 396HMa goopobaeno ngbo ©EFIgMB0. AodyMabdggdab
2306013690 Bocr3mMBdEagbgme oMogzob gdabmogob MmobodEgdmdody ABL 3odgy Fodgdob
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19. 9.0. 1215 Bgemo Bggbn Bgmmomcopbgnm. o8 Bogbob bnd3zgmg 33o00dMgdabgdl, G@3 b
Jmmmbogmbo ot Bggbododgde 1747 Bgmb, 9.0. XIV 8mg3g3ob. 03 ImbaBegdob dbotb gigdL
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It took me much time and great effort to do this
work, that is why | deserve forgiveness for those
things | have omitted and gratitude for the things
!/ have discovered.

Aristotle

Postcript to Analytics
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Description of Dusheti - Province
of Thilisi Region

| am going to describe Dusheti, one of the Classical towns, with
distinctive foothill location. | will keep in mind that many readers are not
looking for rants about the physical, political, or spiritual nature of the
town.

In my description, it will not be easy to focus on the historical sourc-
es and events that form the characteristics of the old town. It will not be
easy because the traveller who moves from Thbilisi to the north, through
the areas of Dusheti, will meet the casual and unusual troubles of the
mountain road with its natural and arificial difficulties. In spite of the his-
torical mystery of the Caucasus, | have a duty to make you aware of the
town as precisely as | can. From ancient times, the town was founded
on the strong roots of the Caucasus. | doubt | shall not be fully able to
describe the spiritual and political structure of the town. As far as, the
epoch when | am writing these modest lines is too far removed not only
by centuries but also by millennia, from its creation. However, in some
periods it is possible to overhear the ancient inhabitants’ voice as the last
breath of its past life. If we follow its promised paths, we will reach the an-
cient sanctities. These fragments, the rhapsodic notes from distant past
shrouded in the haze are as useful for a historian as the periodical lighting
up in the thunderstorm for travelers.

The foresight gaze is like Noah's dove that cannot roam in the
chaos of time for long, ultimately it returns with a fresh olive branch to its
ark as a herald.

As | have ventured to begin such difficult researches, | endeavour
to overcome the tortuous paths together with the dreams and reach the
old cathedrals of Dusheti dwellers with awe, to knock on its owners' doors
and enter its promised holies, to look at their pofitical and moral treasure
and describe their primeval life and painful existence. In that sad age, the
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rebel feudal lords came out against tribal unity and often unsheathed their
sharp swords against the Kings and even each other.

| will be happy if my work worthily answers the aim, if | can find
several names in the ruins and remains of Dusheti. These past memo-
ries may not be interesting for everyone. If we want to appreciate its true
worth, we should express our condolence to them. Only he can condole
whose ancient ancestors’ blood still flows in his veins.

2P s,

Name

It is said that Dusheti is a Tatar word. The tradition has it that in
1392 the cruel Timur's cavalry invaded Georgia. First, he stopped here,
near the Aragvi environs before ascending the mountain pass. When they
saw spacious lowland, blocking the unachievable gorge, the army was
orderd to halt: Dush at, that means — horse, stop! The name of the town
has probably derived from this word. Traditions in Asia and in the Cau-
casus are almost equal to historical sources. | do not intend to dwell on
this assumption but | have to say that the word “dusheti” appears in the
Circassian language. Jiketi is the country that Arrian calls Lazica. Here,
near the village of Jiki flows the small river Dusheti,' which empties into
the Black Sea. In Circassian, the word dush et means “Your highness".
Presumably, this expression points to the headman'’s residence. Dusheli
indeed had this role. It is possible that Circassian nomadic people called
this place “Dusheti”. Georgian Kings and people of the entire Aragvi val-
ley bought horses from the Circassians.

1. Voyage autour du Caucase, par Dubois. 1, pag.187
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From ancient times, analogies of Georgian geographical names
give ground for different etymological conclusions. Maybe the name du-
sheti comes from the word mtusheti (between two mountains). Indeed
the town is situated between mountains. There is the village of Kvesheti
(at the foot of the mountains) near mount Lomisi, at the ascent of Kai-
shaurebi village. Also in old Meskheti is the village of Erusheti- that means
settlement in the midst of the nation or people. In addition, there are the
villages of Khvedureti, Bagraneti and many others. These names echo
sounds of the old Georgian language.

Dusheti is the first mountainous point at the beginning of the Cau-
casus range. The defiles of Bodorna and Sashaburo served as the gate
of this ancient feudal domain. This was the place where the river Aragvi
first flows through the plains towards Mukhrani and Naoza valleys. After-
wards begins an 11 verst-long defile extending to Ananuri fortress, where
the Georgian Thermopylae is formed. The defile reaches the gorge of
Darial. This is the very Darial Gate that blocked the way of Gog and Ma-
gog (lajuj and Maijuj).

Our ancestors believed that these places were successful bat-
tiefields for Alexander the Great. Muhammad believed this legend and
pointed in his mysterious stories to these defiles and their gates, which
were built by the Macedonian hero whom Muhammad called Zul-qarnain?.

Greek geographers called the Caucasus Pylae Caucasiae. The
comentators and historians of the Koran, at the beginning of Islam, de-
scribed the magic and dreadful giants (mountains) of the Caucasus. You
may think that these stories about the Caucasus Gate are unbelievable
or fantastic but the truth is that from the very beginning of the introduction
of Christianity in Georgia, people built strongholds here. The holy Beth-
lehem cathedral, towers standing on both sides of the Aragvi and castles
that were built in every inhabited place formed picturesque sights on both
sides of the road, which stretches from the Darial heights to Dusheti. The
town at that time was a central trading point. People who lived above the
town of Dusheti tell frightening stories. They tell sagas about Ossian and
his dark thoughts. Here you can hear about Ahriman, who, according to
Zoroastrianism, fought against light. Here you can hear the guards of the

2. The word Dhul-Qamayn literally “He of the Two Homs™ and it is a reference to Alexander
of Macedon — the conqueror of the East and the West world.
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Darial Gate making sounds by beating hammers on the copper walls of
the gate. The brave guards want to notify the people who lived beyond
the Caucasus that they are awake and keep vigilant watch over the Gate.
The giants (Devi) that dwell here protect old treasures of the mountains.
You will also hear stories about demons who plough the rocky ridges of
the Caucasus. Here is the Griffin (Apka) that is guarding gold. It belongs
to the black, bloody and cruel god Jahan-Shah, which is also mentioned
by Herodotus. This is the very place where Prometheus has his liver con-
tinuously gnawed by an eagle. Bishop lornand Gautier (556) tells us that
the Darial gorge has preserved the name of the Amazon Marpez who buiit
strongholds there. Virgil himself praised those glens in his songs?®. Maeo-
tians crossed these mountains and settled on the Themiscyra fields at
the river Thermodon®. The conquerors of the Caucasus had to overcome
great difficulties in escaping from the warriors from Dusheti and settling
down in Themiscyra. The Georgians captured many of them, which is
mentioned by many historians, including the father of history Herodotus.
Kavadh, the king of Persia (VI), knew these places, as is proved
by the fact that King Sapor (or Shabur) left one of his family members as
governor in the Aragvi valley. Today the descendants of this dynasty are
known under the family name of Shaburishvili. Time and certain circum-
stances have brought about a decline of the importance of this old family.
At present, they own vast areas of land in Sashaburo and in mountainous
regions that abut on the Darial Gate or fortress-Kumania. The latter was
known to Pliny® too. This is the very Kavadh who fought against Georgia

3. Caucasiae rupes,

Caucasaei fastigia,

Inaccessae brutali

Frigore rupes,

Trans et Amazonis ululatum

Caucason armis, - Statius.
4. Herod. IV. 36. Plin. VI. 3. Mela. 6. 19.
5. Pliny. V1.2. there is no doubt that the river Dyriodoris mentioned by Pliny was the Tergi that
Georgian geographers called the Aragvi in the above passages. According to Georgian writ-
ten sources the Darial fortress (Pliny called it Kumania) was built by King Mirvan who reined
in Karth in the 2™ century B.C. Georgians called the Gate that existed along this road, Khevis
Kari or Aragvis Kari but Greeks called it the passage of the Caucasus. Arab writers named this
passage the Gate of Alans and occasionally Huns. In 569, ambassadors, sent to the Turks by
Justin |l, used this Gate. Menander the Protector described this fact in his work (see Excerpta
de Legationibus.Gp. 109).
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together with Justinian. He fortified this mountainous pass to defend it
against the invasions of Scythians and Khazars. As described by Geor-
gian chroniclers, the big migration of people and irruption of Northern
tribes, including Ossetians living in the mountains, must have happened
around Dusheti, because it was the only crossing — regni clausira — for the
numerous masses of people who were moving from the North towards
the South. This is the face of Dusheti.

Therefore, Dusheti region is one of the holy passages of the history
of the Georgians. An army of ravines, surrounding Dusheti, echoed the
ideas of freedom and liberty. It was the key of the Caucasus Gate, which
was locked against the invasions of Gog and Magog, Khazars and Kip-
chaks. The royal family took shelter here, when the enemy crossed the
southern and the eastern borders of the country. The highlanders drew
their swords against the enemy when the country was in trouble. Here
was the shelter of those people who were devoted to the country and re-
ligious values. Their unanimity, in the name of the Holy Cross, instiled the
enemy with fear and saved the country and the King ever and again. This
land did not know slavery. It was the guiding star for the traveller. For the
Kings and kingdoms, this was the promised ark, which was unreachable
to the enemies. Death waited those who were hostile towards it. Centu-
ries full of glory were left behind and hard times, full of grief and sadness,
came. At the beginning of the 19th century, the population almost disap-
peared here.

A chronicler, enthusiastic with the great events of the past life of
people, will again stop involuntarily at the ruins of Dusheti, like a traveler
at an oasis while crossing the deserts of Egypt and Africa. The work of
our ancestors' stands in need of proper appreciation, where religious and
secular courage created heroes and martyrs. These old legends feed and
develop the human soul. Besides, they free it from petty interests, mould
it into a human being, turning a pygmy into an obedient worker.
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The Altitude of Dusheti

Dusheti is situated at an altitude of 3140ft according Parrot's barome-
ter. For the reader to understand these heights better, here are some places
for comparison.

Thilisi (the bridge across the Mtkvari) 1350ft.
Pasanauri 3445t
Kobi 6455ft.
Kazbegi (station) 6362ft.
Darial 3700ft.
Larsi 3300ft.
Viadikavkaz 2233ft.
Poti (in Imereti) 51t
Kutaisi 973ft.

The altitude of vineyards location

Manavi 18971t.
Sagarejo 26971t.
Tsinandali 24721t
Telavi 2440ft.
Ksovrisi 2205ft.
Mukuzani 1722ft.

Upper borders of vineyards

In villages:

Kurta (on the river Ksani) 3570ft.
Lakhshumi (at the river Enguri) 3950ft.
Saqdari in Tchaduri community (on the Tskhenistsqali) 3365ft.
Utsera (on the Rioni) 3230ft.
Kheledi in Svaneti (on the Kheleduri) 32071t
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location of best vineyards

Mukuzani (near the old church)...........ccceevvveirccevrveeireann. 1484ft.
Kondoli (near the church)........c.ccevveevveevieeereveecenieeeriieee 1516ft.
Kvareli (near the market).........ccccveeeveecreeecreceeeeeteeeee, 1415ft.
Velistsikhe (near the market church)...........ccccccevvevrrvvennne.. 183ft.

Ateni (near the monastery).....cceccceeeveevirevnnicvceeciece e, 2250ft.

Geographical Location and Area of Dusheti

Dusheti lies at 42° 5' 21" N (latitude) and 62° 21' 46" E (longitude)
and covers the area of 4 square versts including the uninhabited places.
The town is laid out on a slope, which descends into a gully that sepa-
rates the town into two parts. The second part of the town goes up in
the direction of Lake Bazaleti; about 15 versts away is seen the gigantic
mountain of the Holy Trinity with two peaks of huge pieces of granite.
It is permanently covered with snow and blanketed in fog. At some dis-
tance from the town is the old church of St. Quiricus and St. Julietta on a
wooded mount.

Dusheti with its sights is colorful and stunning. It is surrounded with
wooded mountains, hollows and ravines. The upper layer of the soil is
sandy, stony and the lower one totally of clay.
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Waters

Dusheti cannot boast of an abundance of springs. It is the main
shortcoming of the town. In the past, the town’s population was supplied
with the spring running from the north ravine. In 1786, Prince Vakhtang
(son of Erekle Il) cleaned and gathered all the branches of the spring
and created the present-day source of fresh and healthy water. During
the Russian rule, Dusheti was granted the status of district capital, but
afterwards it was changed to ordinary town. Because of this, neither the
town’'s government nor inhabitants were allowed to explore for drinking
water in the wooded mountains. In 1845, Prince M.S Vorontsov promised
to lay water on. Then, one Dushetian resident at his own expense brought
in drinking water in clay pipes from the nearby mountain. The third spring,
which often dries, rises in the town’s center where an Orthodox church is
being built. The fourth spring was found and put to use some time ago.
Prince Qarangozishvili found the fifth spring at the begining of the town.
It needs funding to be brought to the place where a big demand of drink-
ing water is. Many families have wells in their yards. Their water, which is
inexhaustible, is used for drinking and house-hold purposes.

The mountain stream called the Dushetis Khevi has two branch-
es: the Arghuni and the Zendusheti. It flows through Dusheti and joins
the Aragvi. On its way it passes Bodorna hills, where are the remains of
troglodytic caves. It is fed by brooks trickling down from the slopes. The
Dushetis Khevi waters the town’s gardens. Even water mills worked at
high waters.

In old days, at Christmas a consecration of water was performed at
the river. For a long time this ritual has not been performed at the river, but

* Platon loseliani used the name kremlin for the castle that was destroyed in the 19th c. At
present, only a small part exists of this building near the former military commissanat build-
ing. Jimsher Chologashvili, the temporal ruler of Aragvi valley, built this fortress (kremlin) in
the middle of the 18th c. (Ed.)
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at the spring flowing in the town's kremlin. * In 1860, | explained the im-
portance of the old ecclesiastical rule to officials and clerics. As a result,
the Dusheti Khevi again became the town’s Jordan River.

A hospital was built on the Dushetis Khevi; nearby units of the bat-
talion of the Shirvan regiment were stationed. The soldiers used to join
the town dwellers and took part in religious ceremony coming from the
church. They carried flags, icons and the cross of St. Gregory of Nazian-
zus to the river for water consecration. It was an important and spiritually
uplifting feast. Chants and sermons strengthened the people’s faith.

oS
Climate

In Dusheti the climate is temperate, warm and generally benign.
The highest temperature of the year ranges from 24° C to 28° C and the
frost from 6° C to 10° C. Mountains, which enclose Dusheti, protect it
against the North winds, make the air warm and winter unnoticeable.Very
seldom, the frost reaches -14° C, and winter turns disastrous for some
tender trees (e.g. peach tree and vine).

Although, the snow still lies on surrounding mountains, spring
comes in mid March. Summer sets in from the 1% of May. The grass ap-
pears before the 15" of June. Because of the mountains and the cold
air streams that come from the Caucasus snowy hills (Alevi hills that
Russians called Mount Unagira) climate is variable. Mount Unagira, that
sometimes is covered with clouds and fog or sun rays play upon it, is a
natural barometer and thermometer for Dusheti dwellers. People forecast
weather according to those clouds and their movement. Storms are sel-
dom as there are no swampy places, for it is evaporation of swamps that
contributes to their formation.
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Autumn is pleasant in Dusheti. Sometimes early spells of cold,
which start before 15" of September, do not allow grapes to ripen. Frosts
are harmful in early spring for flowering trees. Strong winds are not typical
here. Hail rarely threatens peasants' agriculture. We can call Dusheti the
Georgian Arcadia or the Caucasusian Palmyra for its rich flora, mountain-
ous location, and harmonious interchange of the air and land elements.
Cool and fresh air coming from the holy Mount Alevi embraces Dusheti
and its environs.

@}5/&\’%&9

Civil Hierarchy

A town is a receiver of civilization. Dusheti is located 52 versts
away from Tbilisi. Due to its advantageous geographical position, the
town's population does not lag behind in intelligence. All the governmental
orders, new ideas in connection with education, industry and trade come
and spread from two main cities: Tbilisi and Vladikavkaz. From these cit-
ies civilization spread to the Aragvi and Ksani valleys. In addition, Dusheti
is located between them. The separation of the old town of Akhalgori from
the district caused problems - the population has become separated from
the active life of the centre. Because of this, they have to take horses to
the distance of about 25 versts to shoe them. Furthermore, they have to
travel far to buy meat, candles, oil and other supplies.

Georgian feudal organization was well aware of the demands of
civilization and founded residences in towns. The same thing happened
in some episcopal lands®. This process attracted manufacturers and trad-
ers. Therefore, Armenian traders settled in the outskirts of Dusheti. Be-
cause of the constant state of war in Georgia, the Georgian people could

6. See my work “Cities that existed and exist in Georgia” (p.69-80). 1850.
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not be traders. Due to his mission and in his relations to the enemies of
his homeland, a typical Georgian is likely to be both a warrior and an
aristocrat.

The reason why Dusheti was so important was that there were no
towns beside it in the Aragvi and Ksani valleys. It boasted 4000 house-
holds. In Dusheti, a District Office functions for the administration staff,
headed by Tbilisi district governor. The staff consists of a district man-
ager, his deputy, an interpreter and a secretary.Today this region com-
prises 75 villages, where 1945 families live according to the state census
conducted in 1859.

A commissar governs the town and has a police force. According
to the census held in 1859, 375 families lived in Dusheti, of which 145
families were Georgians and 230 Armenians.

The population numbered 2350. 415 men were in military service.
There were 314 houses, 91 taverns, 14 gardens in the town. In 1859, the
income of the town was 2049 silver roubles.

In the past Dusheti consisted of the following quarters: Tsindu-
sheti, Zendusheti and the town itself that was called Dusheti Palace. |
have two original Military Charters, sealed by Erekle Il, which contain
some interesting facts. There were 150 houses in Dusheti Palace. The
given number did not include the clerics’ houses and those houses that
belonged to the people retired from military service. 40 families lived in
Zendusheti and 62 in Tsindusheti. In these quarters, there were special
settlements which today are villages: Kobiaantkari with 70 households,
Tchilaantkari with 20 households and Varsimaantkari with 15 households.
In total, there were 408 households. The number of the population was
doubtless much larger in earlier times, as is proved by the fact that there
are churches near abandoned settlements and remains of houses. Ac-
cording to Johann Anton Giildenstadt, the population of the Aragvi valley
belonged to Dusheti Palace, Little Dusheti and Tsindusheti’.

This is how present day Dusheti, in the midst of its new and old
settelments has come down to us from old Dusheti, like an old man sur-
rounded with young boys and girls, as Ovid describes in his poem:

Ecce anus in mediis residens
Annosa puellis

7. Reisen durch Russland und in Caucasischen Gebirge, 1767, p. 38. Johann Anton Gal-
denstadt calls Dusheti a cily (Stadt) lying on the road between Mozdok and Thilisi.
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Trade

Gueérin said, "Trade is the way to education.” Savage people know
neither art nor craftsmanship. Therefore, they lack kindness of life. That
is why they wore clothes made of wild animal skin, ate meals prepared
in unhygienic conditions, and drank unhealthy water. Development in sci-
ence is the grounds for improving craftsmanship and building factories.
Trade enables people to find new sources of education and science. From
this point of view, Dusheti has or had in the past many things to be proud
of. The 17'""-18" centuries was the period of internal rivalry, invasions and
a decrease in the number of population. Their houses and markets were
turned into ashes. This period was disastrous for commerce too. Never-
theless, these centuries left behind the best trading places, namely the
trade roads of Dusheti:

One road went through Tsindusheti ravine and Sashaburo to Thbilisi.
It shortened the distance by about 3 versts. Besides, it was convenient as
it avoided ascents and descents. Nowadays this road is used as a private
post way especially in bad weather. In 1837, travelling by this road, Em-
peror Nicholas | came to Dusheti from Tbilisi. Over the last 25 years, the
Aragvi has often changed its direction and damaged the road.

The second road crossed Zhinvali Bridge and went to Telavi through
Ertso-Tianeti and Alazani valleys. In 1848, to make the way shorter Prince
Mikhail Vorontsov ordered its reconstruction. He himself travelled along
it with his family.

There were two ways to Kartli. One, which went through Tini Wood
and Mchadijvari, shortened the distance by about 30 versts to the station.
Moreover, the second one running through Lamisqgana shortened the dis-
tance to the station by about 10 versts.

The main one is today's Georgian Military Road reaching Vladi-
kavkaz. Although commerce is trifling in Dusheti, the residents have mar-
kets not only in the town, but in Vladikavkaz too. Many of them travel to
the Nizhegorod market for purchases.
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Part of Erekle Il Str. Photo by Gela Tsiklauri.
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Part of Shamanauri Str. Photo by Gela Tsiklauri.
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Church of St. John the Baptist. Photo by Gela Tsiklauri.
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House at the crossing of Tchonkadze Str. and Shamanauri Str. Photo by Gela Tsiklauri.
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Building at the crossing of Kostava Str. and Rustaveili Str. Present building of Liberty Bank.

Photo by Goga Chanadiri.
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Monastic complex in Qvavili. Photo by Gela Tsiklauri.
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SO JESN

The Economy of the Residents

At present Dusheti cannot boast of its urban economy. In the local
industry, the following branches are essential:

Within 6 versts of Dusheti, there are three brick-works on the bank
of the river Aragvi. Over the last 5 years, 1000 bricks were sold at 13-15
roubles.

In 1858, potter-works were in Dusheti.

There were tile-works in Dusheti. They used local clay. 1000 tiles
were sold at 25 roubles.

Two dye-works for dyeing local coarse calico.

Several mills; they were closed for three months a year, when the
gardens needed watering.

One kiln for burning lime from local limestone.

12 Looms were used to knit coarse calico.

In 1859, the following livestock was slaughtered in Dusheti

Cows and oxen 450

Sheep 780

Goats 200

Pigs 1000
Brought from Kakheti and other regions:

Wine 3600 pails
Hey 20000 poods
Wheat 26300 poods
Barley 1200 poods

Salted fish comes from Vladikavkaz and Thbilisi. Fresh fish is caught
in the Aragvi, which is rich in salmon and small fish.

For timber, oak, beech, and hornbeam are brought from nearby
forests, predominantly from Bulachauri. Pine boards are brought from
Thilisi.

The total value of stocks (textile, haberdashery, foodstuffs, iron-
ware and leathers, china ...} in trading booths is about 20000 roubles.
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Ecclesiastical Hierarchy

According to Georgia's ecclesiastical hierarchy, Dusheti was part
of the Tsilkani eparchy. The high priest’s title was bishop of Mukhrani, of
both Aragvis and Bazaleti.® Two diocesan bishops were subordinated to
him. One served in the Caucasian Sioni and supervised the churches up
to the Darial Gate. The second diocesan bishop served in Bodorna. The
last bishop of Tsilkani was Gervasi. He often visited distant points of his
mountainous eparchy. He tried to strengthen the faith of Jesus when the
country was in bad social and political circumstances. He died in 1817.
Since then there were no bishops in Dusheti for a long time. Therefore, it
is very important to mention in church chronicle that his holiness Nikipore
Bikaria the Georgian held church services in Dusheti, in 1843. Moreover,
on the 3™ of October 1858, archbishop Evsevi of Kartli and Kakheti held
church service here. This was the very year when he became the ruler
of the Georgian exarchate. He was the first exarch to conduct a liturgy in
Dusheti.

The only diocesan bishop of Bodorna who is known to us was
Atanase. He lived in the 15" century.

The old people remember that the church service was held in three
churches: the church of St. Marine (today the church is in the territory of
the graveyard), the church of St. Theodore Stratelates and the church of
St. Jhon the Baptist. Archimandrite Kozma of the Qarangozishvili house
supervised the local churches, which belonged to Tsilkani eparchy. He
founded a church school. He lived near the church. In 1780, after his
death, the school was closed.

8. Vakhushti mentions this tille in his work on p. 214 (published by Acad. Brosset). What
does both Aragvis mean? The aragvi was known to Strabo as Aragus; geographically it
consists of two Aragvis: the first one thal people call Mtiuleti or Black Aragvi comes from
Mount Guda. The second is Pshavi or While Aragvi that flows from Khevsureti and Pshavi
mountains. It joins the former one at Zhinvali. The Aragvi is rich in delicious salmon or or-
aguli in Georgian. Its Georgian name comes from the name Aragvi (aragvuli-oraguli) (Ed).
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In the 17" century, the eristavate of Aragvi and district of Ertso-Ti-
aneti were united. Afterwards the Aragvi eparchy was called the eparchy
of Ertso-Tianeti, Pshav-Khevsureti, and Kherki. Ertso-Tianeti was found-
ed by Vakhtang | Gorgasali (446-499). The bishop’s domed cathedral was
located in Zhaleti (Beri), town of old Ertso. This eparchy was rich in mag-
nificent domed churches. One of them was Nokorna church, which is still
preserved. It was built by King Archil (668-718). According to his wife's
wish, his martyred body was buried in this church. The church celebrates
St. Archil’'s day on the 21% of June.

Standard of Dusheti

Through the lack of historical information, we cannot exactly say
what flag led the brave warriors from Dusheti.

According to old customs, the time of paganism, there were images
of gods, as in Persian mythology and Zoroastrian teachings, depicted on
the standards. Georgians could borrow the emblems on their standards
and other objects from Romans and Persians, who invaded the country
in turns. After this region converted to Christianity, people marked their
slandards with the sign of the Holy Cross,® like Constantine the Great
who used labarum (the cross that brings victory) in his wars. In general,
the images of St. George' and other saints were typical of Georgian

9. This cross was depicted on the Georgian Kings' coins in the middle of the 7" century.
Moreover, it was erected above the Persian holy fire.

10. Cardinal Vitry- the bishop of Ptolemais (who died in 1244) wrote about Georgians (Lib
I, Cap 79) who fought under their patron St. George's flag. “Hi hominess, Georgiani nuncu-
pantur, eo quod sanctum Georgium, quem in proeliis suis contra gentem incredulam advo-
catum habent et patronum.” Gautier de Metz who was the writer of the Crusades, mentions
Georgians in his poelical work: “Roman de la mappemonde™ and says the same things about
Georgians.
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tribes. For example, in the 12-13" centuries the atabegs (governors) had
an image of St. Saba on their standards. The eparchies had the images
of those saints whose feast days were celebrated in their cathedrals™.
Churches were built in each ravine bearing the names of the saints that
protected them. For example: the dwellers of Alevi, Lomisi, Abkhava,
Aranisi and other ravines celebrated St. George's feast day and of course
there was St. George’s image on their standards. According to this fact,
the inhabitants of Dusheti as well as Bazaleti had a banner with the im-
age of St. Gregory of Nazianzus'. In 1803, Prince Vakhtang (Almaskhan)
took this standard to Russia. After his death, the standard disappeared.

The standard-bearer was a hereditary title and the descendants of
many of them are still alive. Several warriors and priests accompanied
the standard-bearers. During the military procession, the clerics sang the
chants. The Georgians always were crusaders among the neighbours
hostile towards the holy cross.

Standards of this type are still kept in the churches of mountainous
Georgia. They, with bells tied on them tinkling, were carried out, only on
feast days. This old custom is very emotive.

Worship is held not by the priest but by the deacon or khevisberi.
These were honored men from well-known families of their villages. They

Celle gent son boin chrétien,

Et ont anom georgien,

Car S. Georges crient toujours,

En bataille et es estours,

Contre paien; el sil'auroent,

Sur tous autres et I'honnourent.
11. See my works: A) The Life of Giorgi Saakadze, Tbilisi, 1848. p16.
B) The Description of Martqopi Monastry. Tbilisi. 1848. P 32-34.
12. Sl. Gregory of Nazianzus was born near Nazianzus, in soulhwest Cappadocia, 328. His
parents, Gregory and Nonna, were wealthy landowners. His father was a bishop of Nazian-
zus. St. Gregory first studied in Caesarea, Palesline, then in Alexandria, Egypt, and finally
in Athens with Basil of Cappadocia. After some time he became the bishop of the lown of
Sasima and he was his father’s coadjutor as well. Afterwards he took his father's place and
became lhe supervisor of Nazianzus' eparchy. After returning to his homeland of Cappado-
cia, Gregory began writing theological works. He died in 389.
According to old Georgian tradition St. Gregory was in Georgia and converled the Aragvi
valley to Christianity. During King David the Builder's (1088-1125) reign, the Church estab-
lished the ceremony with the holy cross. Georgian Orthodox Church canonized King David
and eslablished his feast day on the 26" of January. The following day after St. Gregory's
feast day. The urban population celebrated those two feast days with a ceremony, which
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had this right hereditarily. It was their duty to protect the relics kept in
secret places of the church, against heathen enemies. The Kings and the
church supported their activities, as this was necessary for distant shel-
ters of Jesus' cross. He who does not know the history of his country and
folk customs considers that these old faiths, strengthened over the cen-
turies, contravene the ecclesiastic rules. To contradict the laws and the
rules of centuries means to destroy the old without building anything new.
The rules of worship, imbued with honour for holies, are very important.
The Georgian word dekanozi for deacon is like the word dikebi, which |
have met in Xenophontos monastery or in the Sketes on Mount Athos. It
is also important that they are considered outcasts in Greece; they are
not members of the clergy.

On feast days, the parish goes to the churches in mountainous
Georgia. They offer cattle (sheep, cows...) for slaughter and share the
beef, bread, wine and other meals with paupers and guests. The hides,
as valuables, are left to the shrines. As local people are in constant war-
like situation, they have family farming near the churches located in high
mountains or woods. When the parish gather at the church it is difficult to
get enough food, because of this they equally distribute food, water and
bread among them.

Religion inspires humans to revere relics. So, the offertories are
blessed in the name of Holy Cross. The Khevisberis, dekanozis (dea-
cons) and their helpers are the mediators between heaven and earth.

is the only one in the Georgian Orthodox Church. In 1761. the church decided to move the
ceremony to the third week of Easter, in spring, because winlter was an inconvenient period
for the ceremony.

The saints from the neighbouring country Cappadocia and the kingdom of Antioch itself did
not leave Georgia, which was recently converted to Christianity without edification. Greece
was in close contact with Georgian Kings: For this, there were several reasons: political, as
Trabzon, Lazika, Colchis and some areas of Imereti were component parts of Pontus up to
the 9th century, religious, as the Georgian Orthodox Church was an ally of Greece against
Persian Zoroastnanism.

The activity of saints was necessary to strengthen Christianity, especially in the mountain-
ous parts of Georgia where it was not easy to spread the faith, as these places were far
away from the borders of Pontus. | have read the following words from the old manuscript
of the “Gospel” kept in Bodorna church. | think that it dates to the 15th century. Here are the
words:” Saint Gregory the Theologian, you. who enlighten the Aragvi valley, bless me, the
sinful writer, loane Bodomeli (pnest of Bodoma).”

St. Gregory of Nazianzus was the second evangelist who preached Christianity in Georgia
after Eustathius-the patriarch of Antioch.
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| was surprised with the feast | attended in the village of Aranisi, in
spring, about 10 km from Dusheti. After the liturgy, held in the old church,
people gathered on the flowered green, 3000 feet above sea level, in the
shade of the oaks. The feast dinner consists of the following courses:
mutton soup, boiled chicken, boiled beef, roast beef from a Homeric kitch-
en, boiled eggs, cheese, butter, fresh fish or stockfish, and much wine.
The meal is cooked by the lords and served by the village dignitaries.
They use copper pots and dishes. Wine and water are poured out of silver
jars and cups.Wine in amphoras and dishes are kept in a secret place of
the church guarded by the deacon whose title is hereditary.

es N9

The Environs of Dusheti

The town of Dusheti with its vast colourful horizon posseses such
bright spots where we can calmly point to our historical memory, po-
etical feeling and religious ideas. This area is an open book of elegiac
memories, in which unusual world events are gathered. They thoroughly
changed both the worlds of the East and the West. | will name Bodor-
na and its caves, where Dusheti population took shelter when Genghis
Khan, Timur and Shah Abbas were invading these places. Our ancestors
kept the memory of these places where the most important things hap-
pened, not only by means of books but also by constructing everlasting
strongholds for their posterity. Have we, their successors, protected their
heritage and passed it on to our descendants? Unfortunately, for different
reasons we do not always express proper appreciation of this national
treasure and heritage.

We have holy Christian buildings in Dusheti and its environs. The
followings are the most important ones:
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1) In the 4™ century, the church of St. Quiricus and St. Julietta
was built near Dusheti on the holy relics of martyrs from lconium. They
were tortured in Cilicia, a neighbour country of Georgia, in the time of
Diocletian. About 2.5 versts away from the town the church was built on
a 3000-foot high hill that lies in the northeast side of Dusheti. Around the
church, there is a holy forest. According to martyrology, Julietta was a
widow and Quiricus was her three-year-old son. As is known, Christian
monasteries were built on the bones of martyrs.

Inhabitants of Dusheti and the neighboring places gathered there,
on the previous day of the 15" of July, in order to pray. The day (15* of
July) is established by the Orthodox Church. The prayers and the hymns
in front of the church are exciting. Around the church is a candlelit area,
candles are piled not only on the branches of trees but on the walls of
the church and in the alcove as well. On the basis of this oldest feast, the
inhabitants of Dusheti called July the summer month of Kvirike.

The feast day starts early in the morning, continues with prayers
and ends in the evening.

2) Church of the St. Archangel is situated in Tsindusheti, about
2.5 versts away from the town to the south. Tsindusheti is a captivat-
ing place, covered with a forest, cultivated vineyards and fertile fields.
The church was built on a high hill, in the middle of the forest. However,
the church is ruined, its feast day is on the 16" of August, and the feast
begins on the previous day and ends on the following day with blessing.

3) Little church of the Apostle Thomas is on a mountain, about
1 verst away from Dusheti. Its feast day is in the next week of Easter, and
Georgians call it Kviratskhoveli (Thomas's week).Gregory of Nazianzus
called it the day of re-birth. This feast is celebrated in the village of Ko-
biaantkari, the oldest quarter of Dusheti. Quite recently, a nobleman, M.
Kobiashvili, renewed the church, because his ancestors had built it.

4) About 5 versts away from Dusheti is situated the church of St.
George of Abkhava (Abkhazia). This is a local feast day established on
the 10" of November by the Georgian Church. The origin of this feast is
believed to have been the icon of St. George of liori (Samurzagano, Ab-
khazia). The Catholicos Anton | objected to this feast, because the World
Church did not recognize it on that day. However, this feast is still celebrat-
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ed in many places, including in Kashveti church of St. George in Thilisi.

5) The Holy Trinity church is built on a high mountain, about 15
versts away from the north-west of Dusheti, separating two benefices
of Aragvi and Ksani. The height of this mountain, which is called Sinai
Mountain of Dusheti, is 5000 feet. Near the church, on the hill where
the forest ends there are ruins, indicating that there might have been a
monastery. As | have said, near the church is a forest and a very cold
spring flows from there. This mountain with its height and appearance is
the eternal and unbreakable anchorite of Dusheti. Its hard ascent is like a
narrow holy road, leading to hills of spiritual perfection.

In the church there are the oldest icons of saints and archangels,
there is a royal door reveted with silver and with fine golden doorplate on
it. There is some inscription on the doorplate but unfortunately, | could not
read it yet. “This plated door was reveted by the Persians for the miracle
which happened when they insulted the icons of the church. They put
these icons on an araba pulled by oxen but the oxen took the icons back
to their places. It happened during Shah Abbas’ invasion of Georgia."
-writes Vakhushti.

The people celebrate the Dormition of the Virgin in the church,
though they call it Trinity.

This colorful area is the gathering-place of the parish of Aragvi and
Ksani valleys. The inhabitants of the Aragvi valley reside in the eastern
part of the Trinity Mountain, and the northern part is occupied by the in-
habitants of the Ksani valley. From the mountain tops the hills of Tbilisi
and Kartli are seen and in the northern side the proud Caucasus’ moun-
tains tower where the snow does not melt until August. Around this holy
area a very majestic panorama opens up. This place reminds us of the
secret laboratory of nature.

6) Church of the Nativity of the Holy Virgin is situated on a
mountain in Bodorna, about 5 versts away from Dusheti, which is inac-
cessible to the enemy. The church is domed, built by the Shaburishvi-
li gentry, and the whole area is a stronghold. Here were caves where
people took shelter during Genghis Khan and Timur’s conquests. Some
caves have collapsed but others still exist. According to Timur's historian,
it was very difficult to take these caves and to force the warriors hiding
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there to come out. Timur's warriors descended in baskets tied on a long
rope from the tops of the mountains to the caves, shooting thousands of
arrows and throwing incendiary objects into the caves and burning people
alive, this method was first used by Timur in India'.

On the holy feast day of the Nativity of the Virgin, the dwellers and
clerics come from Dusheti to this picturesque place, situated among the
caves. To me, the high focation of the church, is like the weather-station
that | saw in Thessally in 1849.

In 1448 Rodam Shaburishvili settled in Bodorna. He constructed a
shelter near these holy places, which became a grave of martyrs. He died
here and his body rests at the walls of the church.

From the church, about a half verst away, on the right bank of
the Aragvi there used to be a town where Jews lived and about which
Vakhushti writes. This town was destroyed by Timur.

7) Church of St. Nicholas is in the town of Dusheti. Gregory of
Nazianzus' icon is kept in the church. The icon has the shape of a cross.
Its length is 1.5 arshins and the width is % arshin. The oldest wooden
cross is placed in a silver case to keep it from decay and defacement.
Half of its silver frame is new and the other part is old, consisting of figure-
bearing plates. It is believed that relics are inside the wooden cross. On
the external surface of the silver case are several gilded points with relief
images; on the upper side is the image of God Sabaoth and in the middle
is St. Gregory of Nazianzus with a saint's garment, mitre and prelate’s
crosier in his hand. On the flanks of the cross there are St. Basil's (en-
lightener of Cappadocia) and St. John Chrysostom's images and in the
lower register is the Apostle St. Peter's image. All icons have inscriptions
in Georgian Khutsuri (ecclesiastic) letters.

At the beginning of the century, the cross was renewed by the
priest Sulikashvili. His family was one of the oldest families in Dusheti.
This fact is written on the rear part of the silver case.

13. Chereffeddin®. lib.1, chap.5, pag.220.

* Chereffeddin or Sharaf ad-Din Ali Yazdi. (Ed.)
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Gardens in Dusheti

Vineyards and orchards are the adornment and wealth of Dusheti.
They were laid out on the slopes along the Dusheti Khevi. The soil is
rich in useful minerals for vine. Besides vineyards, there are orchards of
peach, apricot, all kinds of plum trees, sweet cherry, cherry, quince, pear,
apple, almonds etc.

The best garden in Dusheti was called the Prince’'s Garden. In
1784, Prince Vkhtang laid it out. Recently it has been sold to a private
person by the treasury.

The territory where the orchards are laid out is 15 square dessiati-
nas. With average harvest conditions, 600 kokas* of wine are made.

In 1858-1859, during the vine blight, one koka of wine was sold at
9 roubles.

What can you say about the wine, produced in Dusheti? The an-
swer is: “it is not better than Kakhetian and not so good in comparison
with some European weak wines.” Wine-making is not well developed in
Dusheti yet. It needs to be improved.

In Dusheti, wine is kept in clay kvevris (jars), as in whole Georgia.
The jar was known as amphora to the Greeks and Romans.

Only a few families are engaged in sericulture.

Improvement of fruit tree varieties has become the town dwellers’
hobby. As a member of Dusheti society, | am planting some fruit trees
in my litile nice villa. "Will you live up to the time when you can taste the
fruit?” — My close friend asked and | explained the pleasure of labor in a
Roman poet's words: “Insere daphe, piros; carpent tua poma nepotes”
(Virgil. Bucol. I1X.V.50.) — “plant bay trees, apple trees, and your grand-
children will harvest them.*

* Koka ~ a large clay pitcher; 1 koka =53.44 | (Ed)
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Governors of the Aragvi Valley

Dusheti, as the main centre of the Aragvi valley, was governed by
a khevisberi.* This region was divided into ravines. The title khevisberi
derives from the words khevi (ravine) and beri {cleric), denoting the holy
person or the official of the ravine. Khevisberi was chosen from the adult,
wise persons of the ravine. People chose the most experienced, intelli-
gent and trusty man. According to the old, unwritten rules that were deep-
rooted in people, he was a judge and controlled the military and public
affairs.

When Christianity spread in these regions, churches took the place
of idols. In spite of this, in front of the idols, the khevisberis still discussed
social problems, approved agreements, assembled the people to talk
about military affairs and gathered an army in case of need. The duty of
the khevisberi was to keep the folk customs and laws. The khevisberis
had close relationship with one another. They all were subordinated to the
King, but they did not betray the communal structure.

The title of khevisberi and this type of governance was kept for a
long time in the Aragvi valley. Nowadays some signs of this type of gov-
ernance still exist.

The Persian King Sapor, (Shabur) left one of his family members
as a governor of the Aragvi valley. It is not known how long this dynasty
governed here but the descendants of this dynasty are known under the
family name of Shaburishvili. Nowadays they own big territories in the vil-

* This statement is not true to fact. Due to several circumstances, the Aragvi valley consist-
ed of two very different parts: mountainous and plain. The plain was the country’s political
and economic support. Dusheti, located here, became the political center of the Aragvi val-
ley from the 15" century. There was Eristavi caslle in the town. Later, some govemmental
offices were set up in Dusheti kremlin. It is notable that Dusheti is located in the ravine of
Mtiuleti-Aragvi through which an international trade road runs. Central authonty paid much
attention to this road. The institution of khevisberi developed in the mountainous part which
was backward ecconomically and socially. This institution of khevisberi existed to the end
of the 19* century. (Ed)
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lage of Sashaburo, about 3 versts away from Dusheti'.

In spite of the fact that the dynasty members did not have the title
of eristavi* until the 15" century, they played an important role in the Arag-
vi valley and Dusheti.** In an old charter eristavi Vameq Shaburisdze is
mentioned with his son Giorgi.

During Aleksandre I's (1415-1443) reign, this family of high descent
lost the title of eristavi. The title was given to other well-known families:
Turmanidze and Tcharmeuli. After Timur's invasion, the country had hard
times and in this period these two families governed the mountainous
region. While King Simon (1558-1600) was captive in Persia, one noble-
man, whom historians called brave warrior, owned Vanati. He made a
deal with the eristavi of Ksani. They conquered Dusheti and Bazaleti,
captured the officials, annihilated their families and occupied their cas-
tles. In 1578, King Simon returned to his country and raised them to the
rank of eristavi of these places.

The first eristavi's name is not known to us. The only thing that is
mentioned in history is that he had several illegitimate sons. One of them
killed the others, but his little nephew Nugzar survived. One crime fol-
lowed another and this peaceful region turned into a field of internecine
strife. Due to this, the number of the population decreased. Nugzar was
full of revenge and when he reached adulthood, he killed his uncle with

14. The Sassanid dynasty reigned under the name of Chosroid. Four Shapurs are known
from their dynasty. Shapur | reigned in Persia in 241-271. He also owned Armenia and
Mesopotamia; he invaded Syria and captured Emperor Valerian in 260. He also was in Cap-
padocia and Cilicia. Shapur Il (310-380) patronized idolization in Armenia. He was enemy
of the Roman Emperor Julian and killed him in a battle against the Roman Empire in 363.
Shapur forced his successor Jovian to cede several acquired territories, including Georgia
and Armenia. Shapur ill (384-389) was a very peaceful king, he had mutual friendship with
Rome and Emperor Theodosius |. Shapur IV was the King of Armenia, and the son of Yazde-
gerd | —the King of Persia .Shapur was struggling against Chnstianity in his country and
wanted to break all links with the Byzantine Empire. So we can assume that the governor
family of Shaburis existed in Aragvi valley between 241 and 420.

* This was the title of a governor whose power extended to a certain geographical area.
(Ed.)

** Persians were interested in controling the international road running through the Aragvi
valley. The establishment of the Shabur house served this aim. After some time the family
name Shabur became Shaburishvili. During Aleksandre I's (1415-1443) reign, this dynasty
lost their title of eristavi. Thus, to argue that they had lost their title before the 15" century
is wrong. (Ed)
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the help of some supporters. Then he pronounced himself governor of the
Aragvi valley. His residence was in Dusheti.

Nugzar started his rule by oath-breaking, apostasy and bloodshed.
He started building a castle for his dynasty on this blood-stained ground.

1) Nugzar was not satisfied with Dusheti and Bazaleti lands. Soon
he conquered the mountainous part of Georgia, known in Georgian his-
torical-geographial sources as Mtiuleti. As he became a strong vassal, he
decided to arrange the marriage of his son and King Luarsab II's sister.
But the King rejected his proposal. Therefore, he joined Giorgi Saakadze
the Mouravi, who rebelled against the King. These two rebels were in
kinship relations; Giorgi's wife was Nugzar's sister. Nugzar played a great
role in Shah Abbas’ ravaging Georgia. The blot of his bloody rule is still
remembered in the Aragvi valley:

“The time of eristavi Nugzar
was the time of bloody rain.”

During the reign of Luarsab I, Nugzar left for Persia. Shah Ab-
bas welcomed him with great honor. When he returned home, he openly
opposed the King and in 1611 with his warriors went to Ganja to Shah
Abbas. Shah Abbas took the firm decision to invade Georgia and convert
the country from Christianity to Istam. The terrible consequence of this
bloody invasion is well known but there is no report on the circumstances
of Nugzar’s death.

2) Baadur was Nugzar's son who took over his father's titie, keep-
ing it till 1619. His brother Zurab rebelled against his brother, arbitrar-
ily declared himself eristavi and with his wife went to Shah Abbas. The
Shah gave the title of the Aragvi eristavi to Zurab at grand mouravi Giorgi
Saakadze's solicitation. In 1619, Baadur, defeated by his own brother, fled
with his family to Imereti. There he found refuge with Prince Chijavadze.
The Prince outraged the ancient custom of hospitality, killed Baadur and
married his wife. Zurab remained the eristavi of Aragvi.

3) Zurab (1619-1629) desired to strengthen his authority in the
Aragvi valley. He subordinated the rebel inhabitants of Mtiuleti and invad-
ed Khevi, from Kobi to Darial, which was the land owned by the Kings of
Kartli. Due to this, the King of Kartli Bagrat VI complained to Shah Abbas.
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Zurab, not wanting to anger Shah Abbas, willingly went to him and was
given the title of eristavi and returned to Georgia together with the order
to implement Persian policy in Georgia.

Zurab did not like the Islamized King Simon of Kartli, and in 1629,
he killed him. A murderer is always hateful to everybody. King Teimuraz,
who was Zurab's father-in-law, ordered to kill his son-in-law.

The King came to Dusheti, took his daughter, Zurab’s widow and
married her to prince Aleksandre of Imereti.

4) Datuna (1629-1635), Zurab's brother, did not submit to the new
King Rostom. Therefore, the King with his army took field against his re-
bellious vassal and demanded his unconditional obedience or to go into
exile in Persia. King Rostom sent Princes Gabashvili and Turkistanishvili
with the order to kill Datuna during the negotiations, which they executed.
In 1635, Rostom with his army came to Dusheti to establish order here.

5) Zaal (1635-1660) — Datuna's brother. In collusion with King
Teimuraz of Kakheti, he incited the whole Aragvi valley against King Ros-
tom. Zaal, oppressed by the King, left for Persia. He adopted Islam and
returned to Georgia on condition of subordinating to the King. Soon Zaal
rose against the King and started a war. In 1660, his nephews killed him
in Dusheti by the order of the King.

6) Otar (1660-1666) or Otia — The murderer of his uncle went
to Persia and gained the title of Aragvi eristavi from the Shah. In spite
of swearing an oath on Christian sanctities to be faithful to the King, he
broke the oath. He is known as oath-breaker in Georgian history.

7) Revaz (1666-1687) — Otar's uncle. He took the post of eristavi
under the command of the King. His intrigues caused a new war. Revaz
used his kinship links and harmed the royal court. He died in 1687.

8) lason, Otar's brother, was a rebel. He governed the Aragvi val-
ley for ten months. The King's son-in-law Vakhtang Tsitsishvili killed him
by the King's (Giorgi XI) order in his own bathroom in Dusheti.

9) Baindur (1687-1696). The only thing that is known to history is
that King Erekle (Nazarali-Khan) restored to him his old title of eristavi of
the Aragvi valley in 1696.

10) Giorgi (1696-1723), lason's son. King Giorgi XI punished him
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for his disobedience, as he supported the Kakhetian King Erekle |. He
converted to Islam. Soon he betrayed the Turks. In 1723, the Turks came
to Dusheti to punish him by chopping his head off.

11) Otar Il (1723-1724), Giorgi's son. After he made an oath to
King Vakhtang, he received his father’s title and became the eristavi of
the Aragvi valley. As the Turks did not trust him, they gave his title to la-
son’s son Teimuraz, in 1724. When King Vakhtang left Georgia, Otar ac-
companied him to Astrakhan, in Russia. He is the founder of the Eristavi
branch who lives in Russia to the present day.

12) Teimuraz (1724-1735). He lived in Nadir-Shah's time who
saved Georgia from the Turks, supremacy.

13) Bardzimi (1735-1739). He was killed by the eristavi of Ksani,
in Ananuri, in 1739.

14) Revaz Il. In 1729, when Teimuraz governed the Aragvi valley,
Revaz took the eristavi's office under Isak-Pasha'’s order.

15) Bezhan (1742-1743). In 1742, He took the title of eristavi by
Nadir-Shah’s order but as he was very cruel, his own native people killed
Bezhan, in 1743. According to the people’s desire King Teimuraz Il finally
abolished the title of Aragvi Eristav.' The King assigned the Kakhetian
Jimsher Chologashvili as a temporary governor of the Aragvi valley.

16) Jimsher. He was eristavi from Prince Choloqashvili's family.
He is known as the builder of Dusheti castle. In 1756, he fell victim to a
plot of the gentry.

15. The information on the succession of Aragvi eristavis that continued for 155 years is
taken from Georgian historical sources and Vakhushti's works. Acad. Brosset drew up their
genealogy according to historical sources. He presented it in his French transiation of the
Georgian chronicle. There exists another list of Aragvi valley eristavis in Prince Dolgoru-
kov's Russian work “Family Genealogy Book™ (part 3, p.61), but it is unsatisfactory.
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The History of Dusheti

It is obvious that the Caucasus with its fortified places was a refuge
for the primitive man in ancient times. We can safely say that after the
Flood the Caucasus must have been the first to give shelter to the people
of that period. Families managed to find or make caves in mountains and
then settle down, in the same way as Homer’s Cyclops and many ancient
tribes did. They are mentioned in the works of Diodorus, Pliny, Pausanias
and others. Old legends of building caves in Georgia and in the Caucasus
have been confirmed. The troglodyte caves that are 4 versts away from
the town of Dusheti prove these old legends.

Social life represents a human's need in the same way as religious
attitude is innate to him.Consequently, the first inhabitants of Dusheti
must have had a market (bazaar) for relations and a meeting-house to
represent their immortal religious feelings. This made for the religious
unity and public governance to be in the hands of one person-the chief
governor. According to Georgian manuscripts, the governor was called
mamasakhlisi (head of a town, headman). Mamasakhlisi governed a cer-
tain territory where the dwellers built idolatrous meeting-houses and trad-
ing centres nearby. Therefore, social and religious unity was the ground
for strengthening the society. This was how the town arose, and Dusheti
too must have come into being in the same way.

There is no doubt about the fact that the villages around Dusheti:
Tsindusheti, Zendusheti, Kobiaantkari, Varsimaantkari, etc. were compo-
nent parts of the town. Our ancestors were not eager and even could not
live in closely urbanized towns. People looked for space, with arable lands
and forests, for themselves, for their servants and cattle. Merchants and
handicraftsmen settled near the local headman's dwelling-place, setting
up trading places (emporia) for the people living in the Aragvi valley.

Georgian tribes who lived in Dusheti and its environs were local
aborigines. This fact is historically proved. Sometimes foreign tribes op-
pressed them but could not drive the locals from their homeland. Migra-
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tion from Asia to Europe occurred in two ways: through the Caspian and
the Caucasus gate. The latter was much more difficult to overcome be-
cause of the high mountains. According to these difficulties, people mov-
ing to Europe, could settle down, and stay in the gorges of the Caucasus.
Thus, the Caucasus gave shelter to different tribes and gained the name
“officinal gentium, vagina calionum” the people's nest and tribes' sheath.
Many centuries ago before our era Georgians were known as Iberians,
Colchians, Laz, Meskhians, and Tiberes not only to Herodotus, the father
of history, but to many prophets too, who described the lifestyle of Geor-
gians. The Caucasus is mentioned as a part of biblical paradise in world's
chronicles.

The town of Dusheti was not described in Vakhushti's geogra-
phy.Vakhushti mentions Dusheti in passing when he describes places
of Bazaleti and Aragvi valley. He calls the Dusheti parish celebrators of
St.Nicholas’ day.

It is not known why Vakhushti wrote so little about Dusheti. Never-
theless, Dusheti as an old town has existed from ancient times. This fact
is proved by the following evidence of our ancestors.

1) In Khopi Monastery (Samegrelo) Acad. Marie Brosset discov-
ered a Gospel written in ecclesiastical script. The gospel ends with the
copyist’s postscript:

“My name is lese and | am a hermit in Dusheti. Dear scholars for-
give me my sins.” '

2) When | visited the Iviron Monastery on Mount Athos in 1849, |
saw a book by Ephrem the Syrian and read the following inscription on
the white parchment book cover that was written in secular letters:

“|, a sinful deacon of Dusheti church, Pavle Doriauli, became an or-
phan when Grand Mouravi — Saakadze was defeated at Bazaleti. | came
to the holy abbey of Portaitissa (lviron monastery), became a monk on
the 25th of March, 1630, and was given the name — Paphnutius.”

3) Grand Mourav — Giorgi Saakadze was persecuted by King Lu-
arsab Il. He and his family fleeing from the King's army with great diffi-
culty and reached Dusheti.There Nugzar the eristavi of Aragvi, who was

16. i.e. 1215 A.D. see Voyage archeologique, Rap. 7, pag. 46.
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his wife’s brother, welcomed him. This fact is mentioned in the historical
poem (Didmouraviani) written by Tbilisi metropolitan loseb. The poem is
about the life of the Grand Mouravi."

4) In Moscow State Archive, in the section of diplomatic acts, ar-
chimandrite Romanos’ letter written in 1723 is preserved. According to
the letter the town of Dusheti as a main town (Ariston) for the eristavis of
the Aragvi valley was called “Kara-kalkan"'® by the Persians. The word
means a black shield and it was used to refer to the people who lived in
Khevsureti, Pshavi and Gudamaqari as they used to have black shields
and wore black clothes. This archimandrite asked Peter | the Great for
patronage, offering the Arshi castle located near the Darial Gate instead.

In the letters written by Georgian Kings and Boris Fyodorovich Go-
dunov, the name of Soni or Pshavi eristavi is mentioned. In 1589, King
Feodor |l sent a fur-coat to this eristavi, whose name is unknown to his-
tory.* This eristavi controlled Larsi Gate and Aragvi valley glens and he
was under the authority of the King of Kartli. The King of Kakheti claimed
the territory of Pshavi and Khevsureti from the King of Kartli.

5) Teimuraz |, king of Kakheti, did not want Rostom to become the
monarch of Kartli, as he was a Moslem. Teimuraz | had to live in Dusheti
for 3 years with Zaal the Eristavi of Aragvi till 1639.

6) The reign of Vakhtang V (1618—1675) who was the king of Kartli
and is known under the name of Shah Nawaz, was the period of rivalry
between the Kings of Kakheti, Kartli and Imereti. This rivalry weakened
the country and made it easier for external enemies to raid Georgia,
including Dusheti. When Shah Nawaz conquered Kakheti, the King of
Kakheti Erekle | or Nazar All Khan took shelter in Tusheti mountains.
Then eristavi of Aragvi Otar, with his brothers, plotted against the new
King of Kakheti Archil; at the same time, he swore an oath to be loyal to
Archil forever. Soon the eristavi of Aragvi broke the oath and went to Shah

17. Verse 140, in 1851, | published this work “Didmouraviani” by Vorontsov's order in Geor-
gian, in Tbilisi.

18. Bulletin de la classe historic-philologique de I' académie des sciences de S.P.B. Tom.
NN 2324

*He was a nobleman from Vanati who appropriated the post of Aragvi Eristavi. In 1578, King
Simon appointed him to this post. (Ed.)
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Abbas in Tehran. King Archil with his army occupied the town of Dusheti.
7) Giorgi Xl (or Xll) became the king of Kartli. During his reign
Revaz the eristavi of Aragvi died. The King agreed that lason, who was
Otar's brother, be given the title of eristavi (1687). Otar’'s daughter Tsit-
si was the wife of Prince Vakhtang Tsitsishvili. Tsitsi Tsitsishvili and her
nephews had an argument over the ancestral estate. The nephews killed
their aunt. The King was angered and he gave the ancestral estate to Tsit-
si's son. As the latter was under-aged, he was in the custody of Papua the
Prince of Mukhrani. Vakhtang arrived in Dusheti and smothered lasoni in
the bathroom. Historians say that Vakhtang was instructed to commit this
awful crime and had been promised the title of the eristavi of Aragvi.

8) In 1688, the court of Georgia was weakened because the er-
istavi of Aragvi — Giorgi took advantage of it and refused to obey his King
Giorgi XI (or Xll). He set off with his army towards Dusheti. The rebel
eristavi could not dare to fight against the King face to face. The King
gained a victory and entered Bazaleti and Dusheti in triumph, though he
burned the suburbs of Dusheti to ashes.

These facts prove that the eristavis of Aragvi really lived in Dush-
eti. Besides, they used to have their residences here. Ananuri with its
unhealthy climate was a fortified place where the eristavis used to have
their shelter and kept the treasury during hard times. On the other hand,
Dusheti with its healthy climate was the main place among the villages
around it, as it used to be the residence of the Aragvi eristavis. Since the
town was burnt down in 1688, unfortunately its restoration was impossi-
ble. In 1724, the Turks occupied Georgia and the rebel eristavis escaped
from Dusheti, moved to Ananuri, and fortified themselves there.

During the rule of the Turks, they had their pashas in Gori and
Tbilisi. The eristavi of Aragvi ravine subordinated to the new orders and
the new governors. All this continued until the Turks were banished from
Georgia by Nadir Shah. Nadir Shah raised Teimuraz to the throne of Kartli
and his son Erekle in Kakheti.

Vakhushti gives a short description of Ananuri castle: “In old times
there was a small church in Ananuri. Afterwards, in 1704, Giorgi Eristavi
built a big domed church. It was enclosed with a stone wall. Moreover,
he built a fortress at the top of the high rock, intending it to be a fortified
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place for his family. Unfortunately, it became the place of massacre of his
sons and relatives.”'® According to historians, this fact happened in 1739,
Bardzim the eristavi of Aragvi with his family were killed by Shanshe the
eristavi of Ksani.

in 1743, Bezhan Eristavi and his nephew Otia appeared on the
scene of history. They were killed by their own people — the Aragvians,
who did not want to have opressor patrons any more. They sent an envoy
to King Teimuraz with an appeal: “We do not want to be subordinate to
anyone else except you.”" The King immediately set off for Ananuri and
accepted an oath from the people to live under his authority. Pleased
with it, he returned home. The King appointed Jimsher, who was from
the noble family of Choloqashvili, as a temporary governor of the Aragvi
valley (Saaragvo).

From 1743, Dusheti became a residence of King Teimuraz’s tem-
porary governor and representative. In 1755, Omar the Khan of the Avar
and Khundzakh brought numerous warriors from Dagestan to invade
Georgia. Georgian Kings Teimuraz and Erekle had to ask Circassians
(Adyghe people) and Ossetians for help. The Khan led his army towards
the Aragvi valley to desolate it. After devastating the environs of Ana-
nuri, he headed for Dusheti. The Khan occupied the town and stationed
his troops here. They burned down the governor's palace, insulted and
robbed the church. Besides, they besieged and then occupied the for-
tress of Kobiaantkari. The decisive battle took place in the nearby woods
of Dusheti. King Teimuraz with his son Erekle Il won a dramatic victory.

Jimsher Eristavi goverened in Dusheti. Dusheti again received the
status of town. In order to protect the population as well as the traders
a fortress was built that still stands in Dusheti and that is called Dusheti
Castle or Dusheti kremlin.

19. According to Georgian history, at that time the dynasty of Aragvi eristavi was massacred.
No one escaped.

There is no any information from which noble family Bezhan eristavi appeared in 1743.
According lo history, the following might be from noblemen’s dynasty:

1) Shaburishvili family;

2) Turmanidze and Tchermeuli;

3) The nobleman from Vanati (in King Simon’s time 1537-1587). He had no legitimate heir.
His name is unknown.
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Jimsher Eristavi was King Erekle's childhood friend. He was heir-
less and governed the Aragvi province for a short period. At the village
Nazghaidze, the eristavi was betrayed and killed by his own men. In
1756, he was buried in the yard of Ananuri cathedral. The title of eristavi
was hateful in Aragvi province. King Teimuraz forever abolished Aragvi
Saeristavo (Eristavate). His son Erekle Il appointed Prince Vkhtang Al-
maskhan as a governor of the Aragvi province. During Vakhtang’s gov-
ernance, Dusheti again became populated. Armenian traders from differ-
ent parts of Georgia settled down here. Vineyards as well as the gardens
were laid out. The governor built his residence inside the fortress. A pal-
ace court was created with Byzantine and partly Persian etiquette.

The following titles appeared:

sakhitukhutsesi — manager of the palace — from the Kobiashvili
family.

bokaultukhutsesi — head of the officials who supervised the car-
rying out of the court decisions or those who had enough knowledge to
resolve disputes; they also were from the Kobiashvili family.

msajuli — a judge, milakhori — from the Tchilashvili noble family.

baziertukhutsesi — chief falconer-from Kobiashvili family.

ejibi — supervisor of the palace.

pareshi — governor's private servant —from the Paresishvili family.
The family name derives from this word.

naziri — nobleman of Kartli from the Murvanishvili family.

mushribi — scribe.

molare — manager of the palace treasury.

meghvinetukhutsesi (pirismtsde) — chief royal cup-bearer.

gziri, heroldi - herald.

4) Nugzar and his descendants, until Otar Il, who went into exile in Russia in 1724,
5) Sidamon became erislavi in 1724, in King Teimuraz’s reign.

When Vakhushti describes Georgian family names and writes that the noblemen of Aragvi
valley belonged to the Sidamon family, | think, he implied the dynasty that governed there
afler Otar went into exile to Russia. This is an issue for future research. After the dynasty
of the Aragvi valley were massacred there appeared new faces who govemned the Aragvi
valley for 20 years until King Teimuraz abolished the title eristavi for good.
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mouravi — regional governor.

All these posts were hereditary and even today some of the fami-
lies still remember their ancestors’ ranks.

After establishing Russian governance in Georgia Prince Vakhtang
the governor of Saaragvo went to Russia* on 19" February 1803.** His
residence was subordinated to the district town of Ananuri. In 1820, Du-
sheti became a district town again and in 1840, it turned into a common
town.

The development of Dusheti infrastructure in the European pattern
began in 1820. There were built: a 150-bed hospital, parish school (where
63 pupils are studying), a post of Cossaks, local management, post of-
fice, station, groceries. Construction of solid stone buildings began in this
period.

BB

Remains of Old Buildings in Dusheti

Remains of some old buildings still exist. Here is this list:

1. The basement of the old castle of the Aragvi eristavis. It once
belonged to the governors and then to the eristavis of the Aragvi valley.
According to the remains, we can form an idea of the original plan of the

* He was a nobleman from Vanati who appropriated the post of Aragvi Eristavi. In 1578, King
Simon appointed him to this post. (Ed.)

** In 1801, the independence of Kartl-Kakheti was abolished, causing popular discontent
over this fact. Among the rebels was Erekle |I's son Vakhtang—governor of the Aragvi valley.
The Russian authorities instantly reacted to the riot. Namely, they occupied Dusheti, burnt
to ashes Vakhtang's castle and the one in Milakhvriaantkari that was owned by Glakha
{Gabriel) Tchilashvili. He helped Vakhiang, who was his childhood friend. Prince Vakhtang
fled to the mountains, but soon in 1803, he was captured and exiled lo Petersburg. Glakha
Tchilashvili did not abandon the prisoner, he lefl his large family to the care of his mouravi
and accompanied Vakhtang. Prince Vakhtang died in exile in 1816 and was buried there.
This fact was known to Platon loseliani, but for his pro-Russian orientation, he bypassed
the historical fact. (Ed.)
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castle; facilities adjoining it and its location. A stone protective wall sur-
rounded the buildings. It is easy to determine the circumference of the
castle walls.

2. Dusheti palace was also surrounded with a stonewall. From
time to time, people found the basement of this wall while building their
houses.

3. St. Nicholas the Wonderworker's church. It was built in early
times. The church had no dome.? St. Gregory of Nazianzus' icon was
kept in the church. The Orthodox Church celebrates St. Gregory's day
on 25-30 January. However, in Dusheti the local church celebrates the
saint's day also on Wednesday of the third week after Easter. People
celebrated this feast day by a procession with the holy cross around Du-
sheti. It started on Wednesday evening from the church. People took St.
Gregory's icon to St. Gregory of Nazianzus' church located in the vil-
lage of Varsimaantkari. The icon is left there all Thursday. The procession
with the icon continues on Friday to the villages of Natbevi, Kobiaantkari
and Tsindusheti. From the latter it is returned to St. Nicholas’ church.
The feast day ends at the same place where it had started. In the past,
the procession continued for three days about the distance of 25 versts.
It included places around Dusheti and Bazaleti. Later the distance was
shortened to 10 versts. Every family used to meet the holy icon with do-
nations and they treated the participants to bread, wine and nettle salad
(boiled nettle).

4. Church of St. Marine. Today, it stands in the graveyard and
needs reconstruction.

5. Church of St. Theodore Stratelates. It was builtin the 18" cen-
tury by the priest Tevdore Mtvarelishvili. He drowned in Lake Bazaleti and
was buried in this church. Today, the church is on the verge of collapsing.

6. Church of St. John the Baptist. it was destroyed in 1802. The
nobleman Qarangozishvili intends to reconstruct it in the name of the holy
monk Kozma, who was from their family.

7. Church of St. Proto Martyr Barbara. Its walls still stand firmly

20. in my work "cTopua uepkeu rpy3auHckoii”. uaa. Il, C.n.6. 1844, ctp. 25. | have explained
what a domeless church means.
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but it has no arch. It is evident that once it was a big church. It is the fam-
ily vault of the Kumsiashvilis.

8. Church of the Archangel in Tsindusheti. It stands on a wood-
ed hill and today only ruins are left. The parish gather there to celebrate
Ascension day.

9. Church of St. Gregory of Nazianzus located in the village of
Varsimaantkari. On the Transfiguration day of Jesus the Orthodox Church
consecrates several fruits: apples, peaches, pears and grapes as the main
fruits in the world of plants. However, In Dusheti at the very beginning of
spring nature gives us the nettle (Urtica) to consecrate the holy places.
This plant is commonly used as greens for cooking, and to make decoction
to dye the yam.

10. Church of the Nativity of the Virgin was located between
two villages: Tsindusheti and Kobiaantkari serving both of them. Another
church was added to the old one, as a resting place of members of the
noble family Kobiashvili. This family is the oldest here. Today the church-
es are in ruins.

11. Church of St. Gregory of Nazianzus in Tchilaantkari, built in
about 1798 by aznauri Tchilashvili.

12. Church of St. Gregory of Nazianzus in the same village is
situated in the graveyard. It was reconstructed in 1852.

13. Church of St. Thomas (kviratskhoveli). It is situated in the
south-west part of Kobiaantkari. People celebrate its feast day on the first
Sunday, some of them on Saturday evening, after Easter. A member of
the Kobiashvili family renewed the church last year. But it so far has not
been consecrated for church service.

14. Church of St. George in the village of Bodavi,?' built in the for-
est near the Armenian graveyard. It is domed, but now falling into decay.
It is said to have been founded by Queen Tamar.

21. Bodavi is a church located near Dusheti. It is located across the Aragvi, about 17 versts
from Dusheti. At the beginning of the 18th ¢ archimandrite Saba from the Tchavchavadze
house was there. He bought a large area around the church and many peasants. Since
then St. George's church has become the patron of the Tchavchavdze house. The oldest
inscription, written in the time that was called edax rerum by our ancestors, is obliterated
and indecipherable. Only several words have survived. This archaeographic inscription is a
specimen of Old Georgian writing art that is lost today.
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15. Church of St. Quiricus’ and St. Julietta.

16. Around Dusheti, there are many alcoves built in the name of
different saints. In Georgia, they are called nishebi, meaning sign, symbol
or memory. The building is very simple in shape. It is about 2 arshins wide
and 1.5 or 2 arshins high. The roof is domed, sometimes flat and it has
a slight cut for an icon or a stone cross. The Georgian word nishi is like
the italian or Latin nichia. It means a little place or alcove for statues in
architecture. Around the town there are the alcoves of St. Nicholas, St.
Gregory of Nazianzus, the Archangel and other saints. Near the alcoves
there often grow fine alleys, which were sacred from old historical times.
The surrounding forests and fields were considered the property of the
church. The alcoves stand at the roads and crossroads. They are very
important for a Christian country. Every passenger stops before them,
kisses the icons and crosses himself. He rests spiritually and physically
under the shady trees. The passanger prays in front of the holy alcove as
if he is standing in a church, which is far from this place. For example as
the church in the village of llori is far from the Abkhava or Abkhaz alcove,
which is built about 4 versts away from Dusheti.Z

Many of those old churches have external annexes on the left side
but sometimes inside the churches as well. These are intended for dea-
cons. The Greeks call them paraeklesia and they are used for keeping
church plate or facilities for storing things. Those who are interested in
ecclesiastical antiquity can find diaconicons in many churches.

22. St. George's main church of Abkhava (Abkhazi) is located in llori (Samurzaqano). It is
at the mouth of the river Bedia. The history of the church is rooted in the remote past. It is
revered by Georgians, Abkhazians, Christians as well as non-Chnstans. Among the many
interesling icons with old inscnptions, the icon of St. George with an inscription is nolable
from the standpoint of the history of Samegrelo.

“St. George of iloni, glorify and give reign in both kingdoms,

to the powerful and invincible King of Kings Dawit, son of Rusudan,

by whose order this icon of llori was reveted.”

According to this inscription, it is evident that the icon was made between 1259-1293, in the
reign of King David (Narin). However, the church itself is older than the time of donation of
the icon.

Vakhushti writes that every year on the 10" of November, an ox or heifer is brought here
as offering. Chardin describes it according to folk tradition that is based on the miraculous
appearance of a calf (heifer). But this tradition is based on the occurrence in St George's
life, described in his Georgian martyrology and depicled on a large icon for the adomment
of an iconostasis, with the inscription on the miraculous bringing to life of an ox in the pres-
ence of Maxentium.
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Since 1820, The Armenian-Gregorian population have the follow-
ing churches: 1) A domed church of St. Virgin. 2) Church of St. Virgin in
the graveyard. 3) Church of St. George in the village of Bodavi, which
was earlier Orthodox. It is built in the forest near the graveyard church. In
the church people celebrate the Ascension Day and the Transfiguration,
which is a movable feast day for the Armenians.

The castle in Dusheti, known as the kremlin of the town, is a well
proportioned quadrangle with oval three-storeyed merlon towers in the
corners. The whole building was built of large cobblestones. There are
two gates built into the east and the west sides of the curtain wall. The
height of the walls is 4 sazhens, the width—2 arshins and the length of
one side—64 sazhens. The whole building is about 4096 square sazhens
in area. A marble stone with an inscription is placed in the eastern main
arch of the gate.

“3“23 |, the eristavi of the Aragvi valley Jimsher Chologashvili built
this

castle with curtain wall and towers and decorated it as | could.

If you read these words, mention me, please.

This work was finished on the 239 of May 1851."

Today, there exists a two-storeyed house with little windows in the
kremlin. It was built by King Vakhtang at the east side wall of the castle,
in the 18th c. He lived with his family there. Nearby, to the north of the
castle there was St. George’s wooden church, which was demolished in
1805. The old bathhouse was replaced with a new one, at the spring, in
the Russian manner.

The marani or house for storing wine in special wine jars belonged
to the old owners of the kremlin. | want to note that the word “maran/” is
not Georgian. | think it must have found its way into Georgian through
the Greeks or Persians, who laid the foundation of religious civilization in

23. The letter '3" is a monogram of the word “kriste” (Christ). "EI‘ comes from the cruciform
ecclesiastic letter —“41". In Georgia, people thought and expressed their ideas in words and

on paper under Christ's blessing. This is a symbol of writing of the people imbued with the
high precepts of the Gospel. This letter is still used in diferrent documents (lrade acts, deals,
bills, descriptions, etc.); it is a monogram of correspondence.
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the Caucasus. On the other hand, in the better case, from the dominant
Georgian tribe. In 1861, | read in Baron's* work “Annalae Ecclesiae” that
the Greeks and Persians called the idol altars — Marani in the period of
idolatry. | will entrust explanation of the word to time.

Nearby St.Nicholas’ church are the ruins of an old oil mill building.
Oil was produced from flax seeds and walnuts.

The only building, surviving from the castle is a three-storeyed,
square stone tower. Its height is 6 sazhens and width — 2 sazhens. It still
bears the name of indomitable.

Over the last 60 years, buildings have been constructed in the
kremlin for first-class hospitals. They are surrounded with orchards.
Someone tried to persuade Prince Vorontsov to demolish the south part
of the hospital wall, in order for the one-storeyed newly whitewashed
building of the hospital to be more noticeble for the passersby. Fortunate-
ly, the Prince did not share this view and the kremlin has been preserved.
Unfortunately, for the connoisseurs of antiquities the old appearance of
Ananuri church was disfigured, for it was painted green three years ago.

In front of the kremlin, there is a wide square in the middle of the
town. In the past, soldiers used it as a hippodrome. New Armenian inhab-
itants have appeared in the town.

The Orthodox dwellers wanted to build a church in the middle of
the square. Therefore, on 17* of September 1859, people laid the foun-
dation of the church dedicated to St. Nicholas. Acad. Ivanov designed
it.2* At this moment the foundation has come up to the ground surface. In
spring they will start constructing the walls and the church will be finished
in four years.**

24. | have described this festival in the “Kavkaz" newspaper N 81, 1859.

* The French traveller and scholar — Dubois de Montpéreux is implied. (Ed.)

** This church was desltroyed by the communists. At the end of the 20th century, an archeo-
logical expedition of eastemn mountainous Georgia studied the basement of this church.
Graves and parts of earthenware of the Late Middle Ages were found. A new church came
to light in 1992 and on 19lh of December 2006 it was consecraled for church service. It is
a domed church built according to the plan of Pudznari church with a bishop’s pulpit. The
Catholicos-Patriarch of All Georgia llia Il consecrated the construction of the church in 1988,
which was completed in 2006. The church was consecrated for service by Archbishop Zo-
sime. (Ed.)
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The Poet Chakhrukhadze

Near Dusheti there is a place called Khevi?® where the great poet
Chakhrukhadze was born and lived. According to the name of his home-
land, he was called Kheveli. He was a contemporary of Shota Rustaveli.
The poet lived during Queen Tamar’s reign (1184-1212). She was the
muse of his poetry. The poet inscribed his 115-couplet—-poem to the
queen. The form of verse he used was called Chakhrukhadziseuli ac-
cording to his style of writing.?® This kind of complex prosody that is called
antanaclasis occurs in Quintilian and with the Greeks. His poetry is full

25. Khevi- is the last glen in the Caucasus range populated with Georgians. It extends from
Kobi to Darial -the Caucasus Gate, which is known as pilae caucasiae to Greek and Roman
geographers. Near Darial Gale there is a castle built by David the Builder. it was the place
where Kings used to stay before invading the north Caucasus. Vakhushti has described this
place in his work. There is no forest in the gorge, but the place is rich in oats, barley, hay,
fiax, barberry, currant, rose. There are numerous wild goats, sheep, birds, and quails. Silver
and gold deposits are also found there. Vakhushti describes the people living in Khevi: “war-
riors, strong, tall and manly like the Mtiulis but taller than the latter.” Vakhushti writes that the
river flowing in Khevi is called the Aragvi before it crosses the Circassians’ border, where
people call it the Tergi.

At that time, there were 24 Georgian villages, also 11 old Ossetian colonies in Khevi. On the
whole there were 35 populated places where brave warriors lived:

Kanba Sopeli
Goris-sopeli Sioni

Gaiboteni Sananas-sopeli
Gorgeni Kakhi

Kvabta Tsiskaris-sopeli
Mtiuleti Ghudushauri
Gvelistavi Achkhoti
Stepantsminda Khojis-sopeli

The following places are situaled in Khevi: Mount Qazbegi, called Mqinvari, is covered
permanently with snow. Also there is Arshi castle; The village Stepantsminda is localed In
this gorge (according to tradition Stepantsminda, literally means “Saint Stepane”); the Holy
Trinity church with precious cupoula was the safe place for keeping the treasury of Mtskheta
when the country was in trouble; Bethlehem caves with the church of the Nativity of our
Lord; at the foot of the mountain there is a hermits’ place, which became empty two cenlu-
ries ago; Darial, buill by King Mirvan, two centuries before Christ; fortress for King David the
Builder; the ruins of Kings'old residences; majestic Sioni church with cupola.

It is unknown in which village Chakhrukhadze was born.

According to Vakhushli's work and other official records, the lower zone of the Aragvi valley
embraced 40 populated places:
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Naoti Qvavili

Archveti lori
Bodorna Uria

Iniani Zhinvani
Khida Avenisi
Sakramuli Dzarkhevi
Sashaburo Bazaleti
Kezhuri Kobiaantkari
Miashe Dusheti
Lapauri Arghuni
Advala Tsitiauri
Itsri Pitavi
Mindoruli Pkhunda
Prezeti Sapersheti
Vedzis-khevi Vedzisi
Apkhavi Losho
Ananuri Tsikhis-dziri
Aranisi Tchartali
Etvalisi Pavliauri
Asha Mtiulet-kari.

In Khando valley, there were 9 unnamed villages.
In Gudamaqari valley, there were 8 such villages.
In Mtiuleli, there were 26 villages:

Kistauri Sasakhle
Pevchuri Sasakhlis sopeli
Amirt-sopeli Tskhaoti
Nakhida Vetkhaani
Chokheli Chokheli
Khorkheti Erendidze
Tsetskhhs-jvari Nadbaidze
Nachvarevi Rora
Arkveti Kozanidze
Burduli Kevsha
Meleti Chokuni
Guda Sanani
Koda Mkerval.

In 1675, Nugzar joined to his feudal lands three villages of Kartli: Shindisi, Tirdznisi and
Vanati, which were rich in wheat.

In the middie of the 18th c, the whole population in 91 villages consisted of 5000 families.
During the last centuries, the revolls and internecine strife decreased the number of popula-
tion almost by half. There is no doubt that in the olden days lhe population was much larger.
Many abandoned and destroyed village sites point to this.

In old times, families consciously did not get apart. This was the old custom which existed in
mountainous places and was a guarantee of strength and wealth. It is notable that in some
places this custom still exists. There were families that consisted of 40-50 members. Such
families still exist today. That was the one reason among many others that Aragvi region put
forth 15000 warriors against the enemy.

26. In French poelry this type of verse, for tragedies and epic poems, was called Alexan-
drine or heroic. It consists of 12-syllable masculine rhymes, and 13 syllables in feminine.
On the basis of syllabic verse, like French, Chakhrukhadze's verse consists of 20 syllables.
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of vivid fantasy and deep poetical feelings. It is as ebullient as the river
Aragvi. His poetry is imbued with fiery emotions like the nature where
he was bomn and raised. His works were among the masterpieces of the
end of the 12" century. Chakhrukhadze's original style of writing is totally
different from Shota Rustaveli's style, who was the father of Georgian
poetry. His rich vocabulary made it easier to express every hint of his
thoughts which gave euphony and musicalily to the Georgian language.

The historical events that took place in Greece, Egypt, Rome, In-
dia, Africa, found reflection in Chakhrukhadze's poems. The names of
Aristotle, Plato, Socrates, Zeno, as well as saints’ names are mentioned
in his poems. Thus the people of Georgia knew these names and ex-
plained the dogmas connected with the belief in God and the Universe.
Chakhrukhadze, as the greatest representative of Georgian literature,
created a remarkable poem and inscribed it to the greatest person,
Queen Tamar.

This poem is loaded with Christian —moral values. Chakhrukhadze
is not Albius Tibullus who was a writer of amorous elegies. He was Geor-
gian Virgil and Fenelon.
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The Poet from Dzagnakora

Near Dusheti, there is a high, wooded mount Dzagnakora — one of
the villages that today is deserted and in ruins? was built on the mount
and preserved the name of the Georgian poet — Dzagnakoreli. He initiat-
ed the well-known verse meter, which is called Dzagnakoruli?®®. The poet
lived during King David the Builder's (1089-1125) time. The village was
watered by the Aragvi and its tributary mountain stream. The village was
rich in gardens. Old walnut trees are still standing here. In 1840, many
of them were relentlessly uprooted. With aching heart, | began counting
the uprooted trees, which took a lot of time and effort to grow, but when
I reached sixty, | refused to continue, as [ felt sad. History forgot not only
the poet, who was an honour to the country, but also his birthplace. His
name has survived only in poetry.

Vakhushti mentioned this village in his work and assigned it to Ti-
aneti district. In the 17" ¢, it formed the part of the Aragvi valley. How-
ever, he failed to describe the village because it did not exist any longer.
Hence, the village is not known to the people.

| was not mistaken when | mentioned your birthplace, which is filled
up with emptiness and forest. Your memory still exists in the people’s
minds. You are worth having your own place in Georgian poetry.

27. This place is located about 15 versts away to the south of Dusheti. The height of the
mount, where the residents of Dzagnakora settled, is 3000 feet. Georgian chronicles point-
ed to this dreamland in two cases:

1) King David VI (1292-1310) gave Dzagnakora and other places to Shalva Eristavi of Ksani.
2) During Alexandre I's reign (at the beginning of the 15* cenlury), his son Vakhtang con-
ferred the territory of Dzagnakora with olher possessions on Urdoveli and his son Virshel's
family by a deed that is kepl in the official records of Mtskheta monastery. Al present this
territory belongs to the Khimshiashvlis. (Ed.)

28. The verse meter of Dzagnakora is mentioned in the collected poems gathered by Prince
G.l.Tumanishvili. In order not to lose this literary treasure, my duty was to say a few wards
about the forgotten great poet in my work.
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Bondho B

Ethnographical Notes

Here are given the following oldest customs, which sometimes are
obscure even for the residents of Dusheti:

1) Skipping over the fire that takes place on Holy Wednesday.
This religious tradition is a survival of the pagan period, when people
worshipped their gods by making fire and is connected with idolatrous
offerings.

2) Wrestling — that was held on public feast days near churches.
Here, as in Greece — on Mount Olympus, the feast day was held on a high
hill. The local wrestiers took part in the competition.

3) Boxing — is known from Greece since the Trojan War with its
original rules.

4) Amusements during Shrovetide. It is like comic performances.
People wore fantastic dresses made of bear and wolf skin. They were
accompanied by troubadours and mimes who with rhymes praised or
mocked persons, recalled historical battles and triumphs. Sometimes
they perform in pair and their performances are amusing. They entertain
people in Georgia to the present day.

5) Horse-race (tournois), involved throwing a blunt wooden javelin.

6) During a drought the rural women make clay dolls and carry
them around their houses, pouring water. Then they gather money to buy
candles and pray to the angered heaven. During the ceremony, they sing
to Elijah (the god of thunderstorm).

7) Public masquerade (qeenoba) — a comical performance rep-
resenting Persian shahs and their courts. It was held on the first Monday
of Lent. It is believed to mock Persian despots who raided Georgia not
for political purpose but for their whim. During the play, the shah orders
to break, destroy, grub and burn everything to prove his power. He says
that his wishes must be fulfilled because he wants so. On this account,
he becomes ridiculous. The whole town turns into a stage of this perfor-
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mance. In the past, the performance often ended in quarrel and fight, and
several times in death. This masquerade reminds me a similar event that
happened in France at the beginning of the 15" century. These kinds of
entertainment were noisy. That is why Louis XlIl banned them in 1630.
It is not known when this masquerade was brought to Georgia, but it
seems to be very old and common here. The church was sorry watching
an entertainment that was full of laughter, jollity and shocking behaviour
as it used to take place on the first day of Lent. For Christians it is a day
of confession, when people are required to be decent in their behaviour
and control themselves.

8) In Dusheti, as well as elsewhere it was a deep-rooted prejudice
to regard Monday as an unlucky day. King Erekle |l tried to change this
attitude and consciously led his army to the battie on Monday.

9) Another festival was held on every Monday from Lent until
mowing starts. This festival came from Tbilisi. It had a bad effect on vil-
lagers as they did not work on Mondays, becoming drunk and bacchana-
lizing instead.

10) Prophesying (kadagi) — that existed in old times, now is rare
because it is not allowed and is blameworthy. The tradition is a survival
of idolatry. Soothsayers announced the will of god and saints and fell into
ecstasy, like old oracles.?

11) Chona - from where the name of this festival derived is not
known to me. Groups of people, about 5-10 men, who mostly are from vil-
lages around Dusheti, go from house to house every evening and collect
eggs— one egg from each house, singing songs at the doorsteps:

“| visit you, God bless you, | bring the angel with me to your place.”

This started in the middle of the Lent and lasted to Easter.

12) The tone of the songs of the residents of the Aragvi valley
used to differ from that of the towns people or Tbilisians. The Aragvians
did not know the tone that had become established in Tbilisi and its vi-
cinity after Persian rule. The songs that are sung in this region seem to
describe the belief in Christ. These songs are melancholic. Today the

29. See Acad. Marie Brosset's work “Bulletin de la classe historico-philolologique de
l'academie des sciences de S.P.R"N 5, 6.2
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dwellers of Aragvi valley sing ecclesiastic songs at the table. These songs
always carry the spiritual gammas of Orthodox lyric.

13) Over the centuries, foreigners, coming either with peaceful or
warlike intensions, brought with them their faith, customs, dress, arma-
ments, life style etc. to Georgia

In spite of the vicissitudes of Georgia, especially over the last two
centuries, the influence of the Greek pagan world, is still felt in the use
of the following words: kategoria (category), dialektika (dialectics), Zevsi(
Zeus), Orpeosi (Orpheus), kronosi (Cronus), Zepiri (Zephyrus), Armazi
or Oromazdi (Armazi — the supreme deity in the pre-Christian pantheon
of ancient Georgians of Kartli), Zadeni (Zaden — the god of fertility in the
pre-Christian pantheon of ancient Georgians of Kartli). This fact proves
that the Georgians and the Greeks had contacts with each other before
Christ and afterwards. The remnants of ancient knowledge look like the
ruins of Greek architecture or the cut stones of Mtskheta monasteries and
palaces used as building material in taverns and houses.

This is how Dusheti looks today: unsubordinated till the present
century but subordinated today with the whole Caucasus, where the rail-
way, tunnels, irrigation and other structures are being built to awaken
new vital interests.

We do not know what will happen to Dusheti in future. Maybe
count Sologub’s ideas, which he expressed jokingly and poetically, will
come true and youngsters of the new world will arrive here in hot air bal-
loons to receive the newest education at Dusheti University.

P. loseliani

14" of January 1860
Town of Dusheti
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m0bodgemmgg 3odGogm 3omodzomo dzomgdom @ J3omodzoeng-
d0m; 30MmM30 O 300 9hobmoggdo; Eodeh®o yognsbo; semgdbabodmy
»m0b60330(mo; obogem $§mbdodg; gobim odododg; gmobodge Agddgdo-
830M0; MoEM® g)eodzomo; Bom 063a30b30Mgmo ©o bbgo.

docmhm ol o modl, GmA3 E)HIgmob Goombdn bmzm@dEL ©o
dJomog pdgmob bdoto bydo®o ogm OEO JoIo-Gaagomo, bmmm do-
oy ©39mao 3bGo Bemab gobdogmmdodn 3madnagdgm 330003oE @O

231



3m3®03909m Imbodomanmyo bobjydmds XIX boyznbgdo ghmol dodo
6mEgdgmo ammos oG mamo $o33030d9.

00 E0EYdIM Immzabgme Am™ob 36083bgrmmgobo danmo gobg-
39336900 3mohmb ombgooblbog, GmAgmdog mogzobo dmmaobamdom
Lobgmo gopmd3o oMo JoMmHm EIFINL s Fogm booMmaggmt, dModgE
3603369tmm3abo 330emo Eoodhboo Jommamo obhm®moma®mognob gobgo-
OOGYoob.

©339m80 3mohmb ombgmmoobol JyhoBg ©mgbog o®mbydIMAL
Lobmo, boEog 030 FbM3MHMOEL O J3emoEo dob goM3gdm AEYdIMY dom-
3960bgdl. 28 Lobmao 39® 3093 goEoMBgbomod 3gmad™mb omLgemoobol
©OH®obEgmo monm-mGmems 60300, HmzmGE EITgn0L gOHm-gHho dgdm-
©00mYG dyammb, 00900, MMA Jom dEaOMMOM030 bgmolynmgds ©dy-
o0l bdBMadEM®YOLMOE gEmOE LomdboEmE EooEI3L S IMY3Eal.

botgpodsom §33930
02 53Gogmo 2012 Bgmo
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300MOM3aMOxq00

J0mogMgbo Boddmagdo:

-

. 3bm3gM9do dggobo gomdao dgompodghobs ~ 1867;
Mopoaa, cyuecTeyrouwme u cyuwlecteosaswme B Mpyaun, 1844;
Wctopudeckoe u reorpacuyeckoe onucaHue apesHen
Mpyauu, 1838;

OnuvcaHue apesHocTel ropoga Tudnuca, 1866;

WcTopua rpysnHckon uepken, 1835;

Onucanue ropoaa Aywera, Tudnucckon Fybeprui, 1860;
Mcropuyeckuid B3rnsag Ha coctosHue pyaun noa

BMacTbLiO Uapew MmaromeTad, 1849;

8. »Xu3Hb Benukoro moypasa kHA3A Meoprus Caakanse, 1848;
9. OnucaHue ropei ¢cB. [lasuaa 8 Tudbnuce, 1858,
10.0OnucaHne MapTkopckoro MoHacTeips, 1848,

11. Pa3anuyHbie HAaUMEHOBaHWS rpy3vHoB, 1844,

wn

No oM

309m39dg00;

Bobmybodob ,madoMoobo”, 1838;

0omLgd mdogmo ,EoEIMYMgoode”, 1851;
o6¢mb | ,,6gmdombodyzomds”, 1853;
2309Mm3bobo Jomomymbo”, 1835;

omoby Jogmgmo ,0dEymmdgbinobo”, 1838,
Hh0dmmg gododzomo ,d08mbamo”, 1852;
oGbo |l ,,mg0dyGmobdosbo”, 1853;
»00608900 @ godmpEobgde”, 1839.

ONOGOREWON-=
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3mohmb ombymoobo
Platon loseliani.



5 L . ,. Y -3 : -

bobgmo Jogmog mdoobdo, Bobdybodob gyho N=6-3o,
BOEOE EONBOEO O BbMZOMIES 3OH™Mb 0MLymoobo

The house in Chakhrikhadze Str. Tbilisi, where Platon loseliani
was bornd and raised.
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