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Annotation

The paper examines the process of women's activism in the field of literary and public life in the
nineteenth century. The journalistic legacy and artistic texts of Georgian women writers have been
analyzed based on the materials published in the press, scientific literature, the Korneli Kekelidze
Georgian National Center for Manuscripts and the Giorgi Leonidze State Museum of Literature.
The main focus of the research is to discuss the issue of women's emancipation in the European
context. An indicator of the relevance of the study is the fact that the issue of women has never
been beyond attention, a number of studies have been devoted to the equality of women and
men. Our dissertation is an attempt to understand the literary-publicist and public activities of
women in the second half of the 19th century as a unified process. The paper briefly reflects the
socio-cultural situation in Georgia in the 19th century; Political background and key events that
determined women'’s activism in public life. The second half of the 19th century was marked by
great changes. From that period, a generation emerged in the field of work with the purpose of
the Europeanization of Georgian culture and existence. It is from this period that the
modernization of Georgian literary and public thought begins with special force. The paper
discusses issues such as: the principles of liberalism based on the Christian worldview, the issue of
equality between Adam and Eve, the practice of living abroad, the merits of Georgian women in
missionary work and menopause. An appropriate place in the work is given to publications of
liberal thought such as: "Droeba", "lveria®, "Georgian Moambe". The mentioned magazines and
newspapers published publications on actualization of the issues of women. The short excursion
presented allows us to properly analyze the issue of emancipation of Georgian women and the
process of activating them in public life, to properly present the work that was done to women in
the management and development of the country. The paper examines the publicist legacy of
women in the second half of the 19th century. The publicist letters of Melania Badridze, Barbara
Jorjadze, Anastasia Tumanishvili, Ekaterine Gabashvili, Domenika Eristavi have been analyzed,
the main accents of their journalism have been presented. Particular attention is paid to the
reception of "women's issues"” in their publicist work. The paper presents short biographies of the
above-mentioned female writers, analyzes the fictional texts, poetic, prose, and dramatic works,
discusses one unfinished story by Melania Mamatsashvili and an autobiographical letter. The
work of Barbara Jorjadze is presented in detail, the main motives of her poetry are separated. The
place of Barbara Jorjadze's drama in the history of the development of Georgian dramatic writing

is presented. The paper analyzes the literary heritage of Ekaterine Gabashvili, argues that the



opinion expressed in the scientific literature about the creative relationship between Ekaterine
Gabashvili and Guy de Mopasan is well-founded. Anastasia Tumanishvili's work is presented
based on children's works. The merits of this author in the development of children's literature are
clearly shown. The literary work of Domenica Eristavi is thoroughly discussed, her collaboration
with the sixties is outlined, and her admiration for classical writers is noted. a common
resemblance that united Domenica Eristavi and the French writer George Sand is outlined. The
work presents the poet Nino Karangozishvili, a poet unknown to the general public, who has
published a collection of poems, discusses her poems, highlights the main accents and influences
that the female poet has experienced in relation to the poetry of ancient writers. The paper also
examines the translation work of Georgian women. The present paper clearly outlines the main
aspects and relations of the work of Georgian women writers with the Georgian classical literature
of the XIX century. The main problems of the mentioned writer in the field of common interest of
women are outlined. Their common and distinctive approaches, the significant contribution of
Georgian women in the second half of the 19th century to raising Georgian public awareness, are

evaluated.
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Melania Mamatsashvili- Badridze

In the second half of the 19th century, the Georgian woman writer
Melania Mamatsashvili-Badridze appeared in the literary magazine
"Zurna" with an unfinished short story "Kato and Anna" and a bold
pseudonym - "Budushchaia Gruzinskaya Piatelnitsa”. As it is known, a
large part of the society believed that women had no right to receive
education and establish themselves in public life. Melania
Mamatsashvili's work is important because she was the first to reveal
her personal life and in this way she exposed the attitude of the society
towards women at that time. Melania Mamatsashvili showed a confused
society between traditional values and the demands of the new time

with a one small unfinished story.






Barbare Jorjadze

(1833 -1895)

Barbara Jorjadze was the first woman in the field of public life and also in writing in the first half of the XIX
century. She is one of the most distinguished women of her era. She was the first to speak up for women
without any rights. Barbara forjadze openly expressed her desire to the society through letters and poetry,
that men and women have equal rights with God and there should be no difference between them.

Barbara Jorjadze started her literary career in the magazine “Tsiskari”, she published letters, poems,
many criticized her work, but she wasn't afraid of it. Her courageous nature is also confirmed by the fact
that Barbara Jorjadze was the only woman who dared to argue with Ilia Chavchavadze (regarding the

issue of modernization of the Georgian language).
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Ekaterine Gabashuvili

(1851- 1938)

In the second half of the XiX century, if anyone can said to be the supporter of the people and village, its
boldly Ekaterine Gabashvili. Ekaterine Gabashvili is the first wormnan writer to establish a small genre of
prose: a short story, a novel, with her talent and energy, she realistically reflected the life of the people
living 1n the village. Ekaterine Gabashvili was a member of the Literacy Society, the head of a women's
professional school and a co-founder of “Jejil” magazine. she openly exposed the oppressed existence of
women, in her letters and artistic texts calling out women to be full members of society and to do whatever

they wanted.
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Anastasia Tumanishvili-Tsereteli

(1849-1932)

Anastasia Tumanishvili's public activity is important, shes never hada rest her whole life, she was always
actively involved in every business of the country. A school was opened in the village of Kheltubani, a
women's secondary school was opened in Tbilisi, a children's library-reading room was opened in the
districts of Tbilisi. Under the leadership of Anastasia Tumanishvili. She put a lot of effort into Georgian
children's writing with her creativity. Anastasia Tumanishvili's work matched with the period when
women's work was not normalized in Georgia. Despite that, Anastasia Tumanishvili started her public life in
1872 and remained an active figure in the country and public life her whole li
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Domenika Eristavi (Gandegili)

1864-1929)

Domenica Eristavi began her public career advocating for women's rights, believing that it was
necessary for women to be involved in public life at that time. When getting acquainted with the
works of Domenica Eristavi, it is clear that she understands the psychology of a woman, the pain
of a woman, the creation of her life, it seems that she was supportive of pure love. The works of
George Sand pushed her to fight for women’s freedom
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Nino Karangozishvili (a poet woman)

(1855- 1885)

When getting acquainted with Nino Karangozishvili's poetry, there are several emphases: her
poetry is followed by anxiety about the hard fate of women, it focuses on nostalgia, childhood
longing, the feeling of loneliness, her poetry has an inflexible hue characteristic of archaic
language. His lyrics can be placed in the arc of late romanticism.
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