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Shushana Putkaradze
THE GEORGIAN HAVEN OF ISTANBUL

Summary

Since time immemorial the Georgians have striven to extend the
achievements of the country’s culture and education beyond its boundaries.
They tried to familiarize the advanced peoples of the world with the gains
of the nation and spread the country’s name far. Educated Georgians going
abroad settled at the oases of world civilization to set up hearths of Georgian
culture and education, to found Georgian churches and monasteries, and
place the achievements of the culture and education of foreign countries in
the service of the Georgian nation. This activity facilitated the exchange of
spiritual values of various peoples. In this respect, the service done by the
major centres of Georgian culture and education at the Iviron monastery on
Mount Athos, the Monastery of the Cross in Jerusalem, on Mount Sinai and
the Black Mountain is invaluable.

It is highly regrettable that the Georgian people lost almost all the seats
of Georgian culture built over the centuries abroad by our ancestors. A large
part of the manuscript books compiled at these seats were lost, dispersed
or destroyed. At the same time part of the foreign seats of Georgian culture
today, too, await Georgian researchers. Only the seat of Georgian culture in
Istanbul has been safely preserved. The work done by the Zazadze family -
father and son Pavle and Simon Zazadze’s, residents of Istanbul, is invaluable
in the maintenance and preservation of the haven in the cited city (church-
monastery, a rich library, a valuable archive, museum exhibits).

Istanbul (ancient Constantinople), a bridge linking Europe and Asia, one
of the major centres of mankind’s culture and education, attracted Georgians
from early times. European civilization over the centuries entered Georgia via
this city. Traces of Georgian culture should be sought in this city from the early
centuries. However, so far we have written sources only from the 11% century.
This evidence is preserved in old Georgian, Greek, Latin, French, Hebrew and

Arabic sources. Major Georgian philosophers, translators, eminent church
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and lay figures flourished here for years. Notable among these were: Peter
the Iberian, llarion the Georgian, Giorgi the Hagiorite, Mariam Bagrationi,
Grigol Bakuriani, Sulkhan-Saba Orbeliani, King Svimon, David Khan, Giorgi
Saakadze, and others.

From the 16" century Istanbul as seat of education and culture equally
altracted Christian and Muhammadan Georgians. Higher Muslim education
could be received only at the Patih theological school in Istanbul. Here many
Islamized Georgians studied the philosophy of the Koran. Many graduated
from the law and theological faculties of Istanbul University; many received
professional education at military and naval academies. The number of
Georgians in Istanbul grew especially after the Russo-Ottoman wars of 1828-
1829 and 1877-1878. An especially large number of Georgians emigrated to
Istanbul from historical Upper Kartli, Meskheti.

In 1861, Petre Kharischirashvili, an Akhaltsikhe priest, founded a church-
monastery of Georgians in Ferikoi quarters of Istanbul. Later, a Georgian
printing-press and theological schools opened here. In 1908 a library named
after Akaki Tsereteli was opened at the same place. Over the years a major
archive and book fonds were created. The Georgian haven in Istanbul -
church-monastery and library - turned into a seat of Georgian culture and
education, an asylum for refugees of war from Georgia, a forge of the unity of
Christian and Muslim Georgians, standard-bearer of the national-liberation
movement.

The present work is an overview of the history of the haven and its present
state. It shows the work done in the study of this seat by the Foundation of
Turkish-Georgian Culture and Education. The book is chiefly devoted
to the well-known philanthropist Simon Zazadze - a great patron of the
Georgian haven in Istanbul. The great service done by the Zazadze family in
Istanbul towards the study and preservation of Georgian cultural heritage is
highlighted.

The work makes it clear that the treasure of Georgian culture and
education in the haven in Istanbul was preserved for us by the Turkish people
- the Republic of Turkey, which should be specially noted and appreciated
as a symbol of the centuries-old good-neighbourly relations of Turkish and
Georgian peoples, of attentive and caring attitude shown regarding Georgian
cultural legacy. Study of this treasure will add many interesting and lovely
episodes to the recent history of Turkish-Georgian centuries-old relations.
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Susana Putkaradze

iSTANBUL GURCU OCAGI
Ozet

Eski zamanlardan beri Giirculer, kendi kiiltir ve egitim konusundaki
basanlarimn yurt diginda taniimi konusunda hevesli bulunmaktaydilar.
Dinyaninileri giden halklarina kendi kazanimlarini tanitmaya ve Giircistan'in
adini uzaklara gotiisrmeye ¢alismaktaydilar. Yurt digina giden egitimli Giirciler
diinya medeniyetlerinin vahalanina yerlestikten sonra oralarda Girci
kaltir ve egitim ocaklari kurmakta, Giirci kilise-manastirlarinin temelini
atmaktaydilar. Boylece yabana ilkeler ve diger halklar kazamimlanm Giircii
ulusunun hizmetine getirip onlann yararina kullanilmaya galigmaktaydi. Bu
tiir iglerle cesitli milletlerin manevi degerlerinin karsihkli degisimi ortaya
qkmaktaydi. Bu bakimdan Aton lviron, Kiiddus Hag Manastirs, Sina Dag ve
Siyah dagdaki Manastirlar, Petritzon gibi yurt disinda bulunan Giirci kiiltir
ve egitim en dnemli ocaklarinin katkisi paha bigilmezdir.

Yuzyllar boyunca atalarn yurt disinda inga ettikleri hemen hemen tiim
Gircii kiiltiir ve egitim ocaklarinin kaybedilmesi olduke¢a iiziicii bir olaydir.
Bu ibadethanelerde yapilmig elyazmasi kitaplarin biyiik bir kasm dagilip yok
oldu. Ayni zamanda Giircii kiltiiriniin yurt diginda bulunan bir kism bu
ginlerde de Giircli aragtirmacilarimn ilgisini beklemektedir. Istanbuldaki
Giircii kiiltiir ocags giivenilir bir elde mitkemmel bir gekilde korunmaktadir.
Buradaki ocagin (kilise-manastin, zengin bir kiitiphane, degerli arsiv, miize
gorumliikleri) bakilma-korunma isinde Istanbul'lu Zazadze ailesinin, baba-
ogul Paul ve Simon Zazadzeler'in katkss: paha bigilmezdir.

Avrupa ve Asya arasindaki bir képrii olan ve insanhg:n kiiltir ve egitimi
bakimindan en énemli ocaklardan biri olan Istanbul (eski Konstantinopol),
eski zamanlardan beri Giirciileri gekmektedir. Yiizyillar boyunca Giircistana
Avrupa medeniyetleri mutlaka bu yoldan girmekteydi. Yazili kaynaklara gore
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Giirci kaltiir izni bu gehirde simdilik XI. yiizy1ldan itibaren varsa da bu tiir
izinler daha 6nceki ylizyillarda da tahmin edilmelidir. Buna dair bilgiler eski
Giircii, Yunan, Latin, Fransiz, Yahudi, Arap kaynaklarinda da korunmaktadar.
Burada yillar boyunca biiyitk Giircii filozof, gevirmen, Gnlit din ve sivil
adamlari yagamakta, faaliyet gostermekteydiler. Bunlann arasinda Petre Iberi,
llarion Kartveli (Giirc), Giorgi Mtatsmindeli, Mariam Bagrationi, Grigol
Bakuriani, Sulkhan-Saba Orbeliani, Kral Simon, Daud-Han, Giorgi Saakadze
vs. gibi inlii adamlar amilmaga deger isimlerdir.

XVLI. yiizylldan beri bir egitim ve kiiltir ocagt olarak Istanbul, hem
Hristiyan hem Miisliman Giirciileri ayni cazibeyle kendine g¢ekmekteydi.
Yitksek Miisliman dini egitimi gdrmek sadece Istanbul Fatih yiiksek din
okulunda miimkiin idi. Burada ok sayida Miisliman Giirci Kuran-1 Kerim
felsefesini okumaktayds. Giirciilerden kimi Istanbul Universitesi'nin Hukuk ve
Dini Fakiiltelerinden mezun oldular, kimi de Deniz ve Harp Akademilerinde
egitim gormekteydi. Istanbulda 6zellikle 1828-1829 yillan ve 1877-1878 yillan
arasinda Osmanh-Rus savaslarindan sonra Giirciilerin sayis1 artti. Ozellikle
tarihi Yukan Kartliden, Meskhetiden Istanbula ok sayrda Giircii gog etti.

Ahiskali papaz Petre Kharisgiragvili 1861 yilinda Istanbul’'un Ferikdy adh
mabhallesinde Giircii Katolik Kilise-Manastirimin temelini atmigti. Daha
sonra bunun yaninda din okullar: ve bir matbaa agildi. 1908 y1linda ise Akaki
Tsereteli Kitiiphanesi de ilave edildi. Yillar boyunca burada biyiik bir argiv
olugturuldu ve kitap vakfi kuruldu. Istanbul Giircii ocag: yani Katolik Kilise—
Manasun, Kiitiiphanesi, Gircii kiiltir ve egitim ocags; savaglar sonucunda
Giircistandan goé¢ edenlerin siginagy; Hristiyan ve Miisliman Giirciilerin
beraberlik ve birlik ocagi/demircihanesi; Milli-Kurtulug Hareketinin
bayrakiarhg: haline geldi. Bu galigmada séz konusu olan ocagin tarihi ve
bugiinii kisaca anlatilmaktadir. Caliymada; bu kiiltir ocagini aragtirma
isinde Tirkiye-Giircistan Kiltiir ve Egitim Vakfi tarafindan yapilan katk
da 6nemlidir. Esasen kitap; Istanbul Giircii ocaginin koruyucusu olan inld
devlet adam ve yardimsever Simon Zazadze'ye adanmishir. Gahiymada; Giirca
kiiltiirel mirasinin aragtirilmasi korunmas: iginde Istanbullu Zazadze ailesinin
biiyiik bir katkss: bulunmaktadir.
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Gahsmada; [stanbul ocaginda korunmug olan Giircii kiiltir ve egitim
hazinesinin Tirk halki ve Tiirkiye Cumhuriyeti tarafindan korundugu
anlatilmaktadir. Bu ise, Tiirk ve Giircii halklarinin yiizyillarca iyi komguluk
iligkilerinin bir simgesidir. Girci kiltiir mirasina karsi gosterilmis sicak ve
titiz itina 6zellikle belirtmeye degerdir. 6z konusu hazinenin arastirilmas
ve incelenmesi Turkiye-Giircistan arasinda asirlardir var olan iligkilerin yeni
tarihine ¢ok sayrda ilging ve giizel bolimler ilave edecektir.
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