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Ketevan Kutateladze
The Question of Armenization of Georgians in Zakharia
Chichinadze's Scientific Works and its political bases
Summary

More than 100 years passed sience Zakharia Chichinadze devoted
historical survey to “The Subject of the Georgian's Armenization”. The
survey had the title “The Georgian Gregorians” (the Georgian of
Armenian religion), which was published in Tbilisi in 1906 under the
pen-name of “Shavsheli”. It concerns the question of Armenization of
Georgians, or writing the Georgians into Armenian monophizical
(Gregorian) religion. In 1916 on the papers of ,.Samshoblo” N¢ 332, 333,
334, 335 Z. Chichinadze published a series of articles less known to
scientific society ,,Armenia in Georgia™ (the Dream of Armenian Clergy
and Dashnacs), which concerned also the problems of ,.armenizalion”.
From news pages it is seen that this question was actual again and
deserved the great attention of the society. The title “The Georgian
Gregorians™ means the change of faith and points connected with. it and
the title “Armania in Georgia” points the results which could have
followed this problem. Thus, these two works thematically filled each
other. In order to have the readers the common notion how Z.
Chichinadze saw the question of the Georgian's armenization on the
boundary of XIX-XX c.c., | have decided to publish both therse works in
one book and present it to the interested people

By this works he came out against those Armenian writers, who
alleged that only the Armenians are catholic in the Caucasus and that
the Georgian catholics are ethnically of Armenian origin and from the
Georgians they have taken only language. In the works mentioned
above Z. Chichinadze names the villages and small towns where lived
the Georgians who took the Gregorian faith. He also enumerated the
»armenicized” family names. The investigator considers that the
reasons of ,,armenization” are as follows:
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Buying in the lands around Thbilisi and in Kakheti by the Armenians
and setuling there of Armenian refugees; buying Georgian villages with
their peasants by Armenian clergy with the help of Echmiadzin and then
their ,,armenization™; running away from vicious landlords Georgians
often changed the religion and took the Gregorian faith; some landlords,
having an illegitimate child with their peasant-woman christen him as
»Armenian” (Gregorian religion); as a result of bad times of history,
having no desire to take Islam, the Georgians often took the Gregorian
faith; writing down of Georgian catholic as Armenians.

The value of Z. Chichinadze's works, which were mentioned
above is that, the facts described happened before his eyes, he was the
eye-witness and participator. He heard himself, saw himseif and walked
round himself the parts of Georgia, where the question of
“armenization” of the Geogians was especially sharp. he personally
talked with the Georgians who were “armenicized” in two ways and
lived on the territory of Georgia, divided between Russia and Osman
Empire. The ones who were passed to armenian monophizical religion
and the others — the catholic Georgians, who were written to Armenian
catholic typicon. Zakharia Chichinadze thoroughly explained them that
in both cases they were ethnically the Georgians and their mother-
tongue was Georgian.

The Question of Armenization threaten the ethno-cultural type of
Georgian nation, as it purposefully eradicated the Georgian language,
what blow a destructive stroke (o the Georgian consciousness. One of
the main important segments of Georgian-Armenian contradiction in
confessional relations is the language of divine service. Language is the
strong phenomenon of definition and safety of the Georgians. The
Great llia said, “the first sign of the nation is its language™. For any
nation language is the source of national consciousness and main
weapon of moral substance. The abolishment of the language causes the
death of the nation. Georgia is considered to be the country, where
Georgian language is spoken and divine service is held (G. Merchule).
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There is no doubt about it that the divine service language must be the
mother-tongue. The continucation of Giorgoi Merchule’s wise
expression is the bright idea of Ilia Chavchavadze - “Nalive land,
mother-tongue, religion”. These three segments are knitted together.
The main problem of armenization and its obstacle was the Georgian
language. That is why the Georgian language was restricted in the
armenisized Georgians. The facts witness that flock (Armenian-
monophisical and Armenian-catholic are both mend) didn’t understand
the divine service in Armenian, that is why was distributed the church
liturgical in Armenian language, written in Georgian letters. In spite of
the changing of the consciousness of many Georgians, much many
Georgians preserved their consciousness by means of mother-tongue
and they were fixed “Armenians” only in the legal documents.
According to Zakharia Chichinadze the idea of “armenization” was the
restoration of “*fallen Armenia” in Georgia.

In different historical ages different conquerors had the same
world view in the subject of overcoming of the Georgians’ resistance. It
means the oppression of Georgian language and encouragement of the
religion different from the Christian religion. With the aim of
overcoming of the Georgians” resistance as far back as v c. by the help
of Iranians was founded with the same aim bilingual (Georgian and
Armenian) church service in Kvemo Kartli (Lower Kartli) Sapitiakhsho
bordering with Armenia. Catholicos of Georgia Kirion rose against it.
By preserving of Armenian Language the Armenian church preserved
the flock speaking Armenian, which tried to take possession of the
territories of Kvemo Kartli (Lower Kartli). In XIX c. as well there was
the attempt by the help of Russian Empire of changing of Georgian
consciousness by forbidding of Georgian language and instillation of
Armenian language in the Georgians who were passed into Armenian
monophizical religion and Georgian catholics who were written into
Armenian tipicon. For the purpose of overcoming of resistance of
another christian elements, Armenians were helped in Musulman
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couniries 100. In Osmal Empire by the help of Osmals, for account of
the Greeks as christian element, the Armenians promoted. In Kizilbash
Iran if anyone wanted to preserve christianity he had to join Armenian
church.

Oppressed by Musslims world, Armenians took the first strike,
always found a shelter in Georgia. In Georgia there never was neither
national nor religious persecution, the Georgians were always tollerant
to them. During the Middle Ages the Armenia who took shelter in
Georgia together with the Georgians struggled against enemy and died
together. Though by the help of the third force, came into the South
Caucasus time by time in different periods of history arose political
contradiction on different questions, which very often were decided in
favour of the Armenians by the third Force, there never was such hard
blood opposition, which makes disaster between nations and caused the
breaking-off of diplomatic relations. The only force which takes use of
is the outside force which wishes to rule over the Caucasus, which rules
the resisting parts with the principle “Separate and Rule”.

The occupation forces whishing ruling over the Caucasus
promoted not only phisical migration from different places, but the
confessional policy of the Armenians, what had no special connection
with religion but was more political. Item was to write the local
Georgian population to monophisical religion, or so called
“Armenization” in order to appropriate the territories and then to justify
the question of its ownership.

Zakharia Chichinadze calls *“Georgian Gregorians™: *“The
Georgians of Armenian confession” And ethnical Armenians as
“Armenians family”,“Armenians descendants”, From Haos”. To
Zakharia Chichinadze’s mind the religion must not define the
nationality, or as he explains himself “family-tribe”.

In this book *“Georgian Gregorians Zakharia Chichinadze
enumerates the armenisized names, what must have been interesting
material for those who are interested in this question. Zakharia
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Chichinadze himself is the origin for the studying of “Georgian
Gregorians'” history.

It's very interesting that in spite of radical difference between
catholic and Armenian-monophisical (Gregorian) religions, when
Armenian church was aggressively disposed towards catholic church and
Latin padres, catholic and Gregorian Armenians both had the same
methods (discrimination of Georgian language, changing of Georgian
names and so on) tried to arimenisize the Georgians. In this question they
had the saine point of view, to make the Georgian to forgel their mother-
tongue and by means of Armenian language to implant the Armenian
consciousness. The documental material makes it clear that the Russian
Government helped them in this policy. when they bereaved autocefalia
from Georgian Church and made it one of the appendage of Sinod. From
news paper it's seen clearly that Armenian diaspora included not only the
church, but schools, different organizations and magazines and papers.
The newspaper “Sakartvelo” notes that the Armenians for centuries
persecuted from their lands settle down on other lands and wand to
restore near Tbilisi Armenia buried at Vani.

The promotion of Armenian element by Russian empire in every
sphere was passing on the background of Georgians® abusing, when our
nation was shown as knowing nothing and having nothing with doubtful
and obscure reputation. To uphold the dignity of the Georgians public
men raised their voices on the border of XIX-XX c.c. llia Chavchavadze
announced their general ideas in ,,The Appeal of Stones”.

Having lack of state system during centuries Armenian nation
always tried to restore the state. Very ofien the conqueror countries
used their desire in their own interests and incur physical losses by this
not only to Armenians but to their neighbor countries too. This politics
roused national hatred what used to become very often the reason of
opposition. By the question of restoring of Armenian state was
interested in the Russian empire. Georgia as a subject always had the
dominant role in the South Caucasus by its profitable position and was
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the centre of culture common to the whole Caucasus. Because of that it
was not base point for Russian empire. That is why it always tried to
promote other ethnical elements, which would be more devoted to
Russia on the background of the Georgians™ discredit. They considered
the Armenians 1o be this cultural element, which was especially
distinguished by its striving for national consolidation and always was
supported by rich Armenian diaspora. On their part the Armenians,
which always found political refuge in Georgia tried to legalize the
desirable Georgian lands by the help of Russia.

The policy said above was in direct connection with the idea of
,,The Great Armenia”, according to which Armenia was spread from
the Caucasus up to the Mediterranean. Considerable part of the South
Caucasus, which is the ownership of historian Georgia was artificially
increased leaning upon Armenian element, and announced as Armenia.
For this purpose takes place the promotion of Armenian elements in
official posts and gathering of Armenian capital in Tbilisi. The theme
of the ,,Great Armenia” especially sounded during World War 1, when
there was the great desire of imperialistic countries (Russia, England)
on the background of disintegration of Ottoman Empire to change it by
Armenian autonomy. The political games of great countries cost the
Armenians a pretty penny. After mass pogrom of the Armenians a great
number of Armenian refugees moved from Ottoman Empire to
Georgia. This process too promoted the policy of armenization.

In spite of prolonged attempts, the policy of armenization was a
failure. Nowadays the question of “armenization” is less popular. the
armenisided Georgians returned their Georgian names. The objective
elucidation and studying of Georgian-Armenian relationship has a great
importance for the Armenian population living in Georgia for forming
in them the common Georgian stale self consciousness. The political
and cultural nearness of the Georgians and Armenians living in
Georgia, their civil consciousness of united country is the guarantee of
stability of our country.
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