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Summary

Mikheil Barnovi's book “Why the Confederacy Lost the Civil war?
Robert Edward Lee- Victorious General of Defeated Army” is dedicated
to one of the most important events in American History-Civil War. For
years the historians have been discussing the American Civil War and
its consequences for the United States. Many historians argue that to
understand the United States, we should study the causes and outcomes
of the war.

Famous American writer and historian Shellby Foot once told: “Any
understanding of this nation has to be based, and I mean really based, on
an understanding of the Civil War. I believe that firmly. It defined us. The
Revolution did what it did. Our involvement in European wars, beginning
with the First World War, did what it did. But the Civil War defined us
as what we are and it opened us to being what we became, good and
bad things. And it is very necessary, if you are going to understand the
American character in the twentieth century, to leamn about this enormous
catastrophe of the mid-nineteenth century. It was the crossroads of our
being, and it was a hell of a crossroads.” Even only these words are
enough to understand the importance of this event in American history,
that is often called as second revolution. You will find civil war battlefield
site practically in every state and every county east of Mississippi.

Definitely one of the most common interpretive disputes of the Civil
War related to issues around the question of: Could the South Have Won
the War?

This scientific popular book is focused on the historical debate over
why the Confederacy lost the civil war?

The main aim of this book is to answer the questions: was this defeat
inevitable? what was primary reason that caused defeat of confederacy?
Or there were several reasons?

This book will compare and contrast major reasons the North had
more advantages before the war and also explores the South’s lack of
preparation that led to the failure in 1865.

In various chapters of this book author presents main arguments and
views about why south lost? of foremost authorities on the Civil War,
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like: Richard N. Current, David M. Potter, T. Harry Williams, Norman A.
Graebner, Keneth M. Stampp, Gary W. Gallagher, William W. Freehling,
James McPherson and others.

Based on American historians author presents different interesting
issues of Civil war that are pivotal to understand the defeat of South:
Union and Confederate advantages, missed confederate opportunities,
political and military leadership of confederacy, confederate will. Several
chapters are dedicated to the most important campaigns and battles of
the war: Shiloh, Antietam Fredericksburg Chancellorsville Gettysburg
Vicksburg Chickamauga Franklin-Nashville and etc. Special chapter is
dealing with Gettysburg campaign and the reasons that led Confederate’s
most famous army to the terrible disaster.

The last chapter of the book is trying to deal with the Robert E. Lee’s
controversial person, how he became and Sothern idol and nationwide
hero? how Lee’s image has been changed in Americans mind? Through
his life he became god figure for Virginians, person without sing, saint
for white protestants population of south and then hero for all nation.
For southern Lee was symbol and clear demonstration of superiority of
Old South’s culture. In post war epoch he was symbol of Lost Cause.
Generally for the nation he became tragic figure hero who represented all
the best features and noble character in bad cause of secession.
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