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% C. Trager, 1986, 446 daco.
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dmytoeos §oabdo: F. Nietzsche, 1964.

41



390, GM3gmong, JhHmo BbMog, GJoemesE SR3969L LHdYMHIBgMO
030L0 bodsmeggdom @ Fobsomdgamdadom, bmenm dgmeyg dbGog
30, R3dmagserodgb dodomamo 36Gab3ndgdo, Mmdgmos dnobgozomag
890d¢mgdmEd 36BH03GHMdoL Gg6gLablmmo >mddol aoBLsbBLIMs.3
3bg3g 3603369emm3s60s BHMoEOL B33GMIgdol Gmero, Gm3gemos
39993 ©29833006©> BBH03IHO JNEEHTIOHOL 2oa9ds30 olgmo 36g-
3780, HMaMOOE>S MoEo3mbol, gagdd®sl 3m3degdvo. dobogy 658-
Hmdgd9> d0dan Fobgs Jomgdol FoMImdmdol BgLobgd sbamo mgm-
0500l >0dmagbgdsb. m3oGzgagls gb gbgds ovbaol sGJgBo3gdol
09mH03L ©> B>m, HMIJEbog FOHMoEOL AbaMEILHFIMs@ oy Jolo
3603030l Ismmbom G056 ogmgbomombo. ogmerolbdgds aago
BHGEMLOL, 9G6LE  JPLEGIGOL MIMGNJd0.57 oo 360d36gmmds
3JmBs BHmMoBdoL MmyMmGosl 30g30E0B3ool abgznmsmgdols datisbgd,
6mdgmdog 363036 LdIAA6YNLY > MMAL Mmsgobio sEyoero gio-
5.5 domgao gb 0bGHBLoMGo 3mBsmds mymMoner ©Embyby, d:Bd-
60305, Md30L SLabzeL 33m35d@> BbozHreE JEGYIMIBo s BGo-
3960 0985H030b 333mynBgds30 g3Mmmge bormmzabos s hgMaer-
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%6 1. Burckhardt, 1860.
7 E. Menetuuciuit, 1976.
% A.Toynbee, 1934,
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30300%s30ol smLfengmeol Bstaagddo (ogbgds gb Laznmeog
30B56G0MH0 oY) sboo 3gMdbmeo @odgMed Mol dgaero), 3
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©33538063800 ob. sbggy, TI. Muctpodnuitpng, 1996, 33 ddc.
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Classical Tradition in Modern Greek Literature

(Summary)

The influence of the classical tradition on modern Europe is among the
cardinal issues of the history of culture. Accumulation of respective
literature testifies to the growing interest towards it. Literary critics are
interested in tracing the causes of the enhanced interest towards
Antiquity on one hand, and on the other, identifying the mechanism
that determines the growing influence of the classical tradition on the
development of the modern culture. Despite the ideological and religious
diversity, the issue causes a remarkable interest in all civilized countries;
modern world considers Antiquity its common heritage.

The goal of the present work is to explore the influence of the
classical tradition, and primarily ancient Greek literature, and the history
and structure of its creative assimilation in Modern Greek literature. The
present work is the first attempt to study all the epochs and explore the
works of prominent Modern Greek writers that are significantly relevant
in terms of the creative assimilation of the classical tradition. Besides, in
this respect the classification and characterization of each period and the
most distinguished writers of Modern Greek literature. Along with
tracing the elements of Antiquity — an ancient author, source, plot,
certain images and symbols, etc — (what other scholars are usually
confined to0), the present research attempts to identify their function in
works of a writer. The work puts emphasis on the principle novelty
introduced by each Greek author in terms of the creative assimilation
not only in Greek, but in European literature as well.

Chapter one — Main Aspects of Influence of the Classical Tradition on
the World Literature — starts with exploring certain controversial issues
regarding the specification of the essence of ancient culture: the essence
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of the term classical or ancient tradition, chronological classification of
the ancient civilization, features which serve to identify Antiquity as an
integrated cultural unity. Of course, considering the sphere of our
choice, our interest is focused on literature. Thus, Chapter One presents
the basic stages of the development of the ancient literature. Special
attention is paid to the period of the Roman Empire, when first in the
world history one culture “totally" creatively assimilated another culture.
Rome, which succeeded in expanding its power, chose a specific way in
respect of culture ~ being orientated towards the Greek culture, it tried
to merge the latter with the Roman one. Roman literature attempted to
imitate, creatively assimilate, and transfer to Latin all what had been
formed in Greek literature gradually and consistently. This attempt (that
of creative assimilation of one nation's literary traditions by another)
enjoyed tremendous success.

Ancient literature prepared an unprecedented basis for the
development of literary thinking. In Hellenistic and post-Hellenistic
epochs an interesting model of the assimilation of Greek tradition by
other nations was formed, and all basic features that are still specific to
the European literature in terms of the creative assimilation of the
classical tradition were outlined.

Official recognition of Christianity and its proclamadon as a state
teligion boosted the neutralization process of so-called ancient
arguments. Antiquity was opposed with the set of new, Christian values.
The latter penetrated all spheres of society including, of course, culture
and, primarily, literature. Christian philosophers’ main target was the
prevalence of mimetic principle in art. In V-VI cc., Christianity started
to take over in art and literature. Ancient mimetic principles gave up for
a while.

The present chapter puts a special emphasis on the Middle Ages, as it
is the period of sharp deviation from the ancient tradition and ancient
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cultural heritage as well as of the attempt to create new ways, new
modes of civilization. Of course, the mentioned process differed in
various regions. Most general division lay between the East and the
West, which cardinally differed from each other with respect to the
classical tradition. In the East, the decay of Antiquity is marked with the
formation of the Byzantine Empire. As for the West, its prerequisites
were the decline of the Roman Empire and emergence of new forces.

Although Byzantium did its best to force the ancient ideology to give
up to the Christian principles, it was still due to the efforts of the
Byzantine scholars that the ancient heritage was preserved. The attitude
towards ancient civilization in Byzantium effected the countries in direct
contact with the empire (Syria, Armenia, Georgia, and Arabian Muslim
countries).

In Europe, where different processes took place, the chief point of
interest was the literature in Latin. The ancient Greek culture was not
thoroughly studied (with the exception of certain attempts).

Grounds for a comprehensive meeting of ancient and European
cultures were prepared in the late Middle Ages. And the turning point
began in XIVc. at the dawn of Humanism in Europe. Society started to
acquire a new concept, the common attention was focused on a human
being, who was studied synchronically as well as diachronically, i.e. in
terms of the history of his development. .This approach brought up the
question of heredity, and thus Hellenic and Roman cultures, which were
often idealized, acquired primary significance. Humanism naturally
developed into Renaissance, which implied a total rehabilitation of
Antiquity. What characterized the epoch was the renewed discovery of
the texts by ancient authors, their publication, and common study of the
Greek and Latn languages. In this epoch, national literatures started to

appear in Europe. Genres like drama, elegies, epigrams, etc. revived.
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With respect to Antiquity, Classicism introduced a new trend that
rargeted the refinement of taste in the society. Correspondingly,
Classicism started to seek new approaches to Antquity. However, the
interpretations of the ancient civilization were often subjective and
misleading. Classicism starts the process of interpreting Antiquity, which
became rather peculiar to the European culture. Since that several
regions in Europe proved to be especially remarkable in terms of
realizing and acquiring the classical tradition. They gave birth to a set of
trends which fitted ancient tradition in respect of the form as well as the
content and conception. Accordingly, we may separately explore the
forms of the influence of the classical tradition within Baroque, Classi-
cism, Sentimentalism and Romanticism. Literary activities of these
regions stimulated an irrevocable "regenerative” process of Antiquity
first in Europe, and then all over the world. Thus, other nations could
approach Antiquity directly, without European mediators.

In the following epoch of Enlightenment, Europe intensified and
extended the appreciation of both what we may call a tradidon and
innovation. A serious research in the development of civilization
brought up numerous controversies and discrepancies between the
epoch of Enlightenment in Europe and different periods of ancient
culture. This process stimulated not only creative interpretation of
Antiquity, but also its scientific investigation.

Introducing a new trend in artistic culture and literature, Roman-
ticism most interestingly outlined the antinomy between the ancient and
modern cultures.

After the Parnassians inspired a new wave in reviving Antiquity in
XIX c., the assimilation of the classical tradition came to abound in
diverse forms. It found its place in Realism and Naturalism as well as in a
totally different trend — that of Symbolism. Even the representatives of

Modernism could not avoid its influence.
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It suffices to briefly outline of the creative interpretation of the
classical tradition in Europe to illustrate how consistently the old
continent first deviated from Antiquity, and then, step by step,
comprehensively acquired it.

On the verge of XIX-XX cc., Greece itself proved rather inconsistent
and failed to be sufficiently prepared while undertaking the same
venture, what, of course, was historically conditioned. This will be
illustrated in the following chapters.

Chapter Two — Basic Stages of the Assimilation of the Classical
Tradition in Modern Greek Literature — is divided into smaller parts.

The first part - European medium and Cretan Renaissance Literature
— starts with the discussion of debates over chronological classification of
Modern Greek literature that exist in Modern Greek studies.

Considering the issues of our interest, we find it reasonable to
investigate the links between the modern Greek literature and the
classical tradition with respect to Cretan literature, as the attempts of the
literature within the frameworks of the millenium of the Byzantine
civilization (whether Byzantine or modern Greek literary works are
concerned) to approach the classical tradition is determined by the very
norms of the latter. First, the chapter covers Crete's historical and social
background in the period, which determined the prerequisites of the
Cretan Renaissance, and gives specific features of the latter. We do not
share the opinion of the majority of scholars maintaining that the Cretan
culture was linked to the ancient tradition only via Europe. The
investigation of Cretan literary works in different aspects (usage of
proper names, mythological plot and characters, also “archaized® or
"hellenized” time and setting, etc.) reveals the affect of the classical
literature on the Cretan one, though much more slight than in Europe. It
can be qualified as the assimilation of the classical tradition (as non-

systematic and chiefly occasional information) via European medium.

238



The second part — Preparation to the Creative Assimilation — covers
the period since the fall of Constantinople (1453) till the Liberation
(1821), which we have divided into three subperiods. The first one is
confined to the first, the most critical century that followed the fall of
Byzantium, and is marked with spiritual devastation. The fatal century
locked the culture-wise-distinguished country in the custody of
ignorance. Referring to Greek scholars, this period was marked with
spiritual "marasm" (IoTopiat Tov EAAnviko¥ ‘Efvoug, 1. 1, 367). Of course
it is useless to speak of the creative assimilation in this period. The end of
the XVI c. can be considered the second subperiod, or the first stage to
the revival of education. The representatives of clergy and secular circles
started an intense interference in the education of the society. It is also
noteworthy that Greek scholars were aware of Antiquity-related
processes in Europe, and the contribution of Byzantine scholars that
found a refuge in the European centres. This inspired the Greek people
to independently overcome the dominating ignorance. However,
relations between the church and the European-type schools became
strained, as the school programs did not always harmonize with church
ideology and regulation. Moreover, the pedagogical activity of T.
Koridaleus was prohibited again by the church. It resulted into the
formation of secular educational insdtutions. This process had the similar
effect in Greece as Enlightenment had in Europe. However, there were
remarkable differences between the European and Greek types of
Enlightenment: the former was preceded by Renaissance, whereas the
latter followed the regression period.

Considering the formation of an approach to the classical tradition,
XVIIl c. is a new period. The epoch of Enlightment is the most
significant in the history of Greek culture. It reached its peak in XVIII c.
and in several ways marked a turning point in the intellectual life of
Greece. We may call this epoc the third subperiod. Along with many
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other issues, the growth of interest toward the classical tradition is also
related to Enlightment. This epoch is marked with a remarkable
intensity of publishing texts of ancient authors, which aimed at inspiring
pride of the great Hellenic past not only in educational centres, but also
in other circles of society. The initiators tried to generalize the interest to
Antiquity, and let the Greek, who were still suffered the domain of
Turks, identify themselves as the heirs of a great culture. One of the most
relevant points for Greek people was the problem of self-nomination.
Tradition preserved three terms to the post-Byzantine period: EVpvag,
Poypiocl] and Ipaiioc. After the adoption of Christianity, the Byzantine
civilization created a necessary background to differentiate the
significance of the mentioned terms. EWpvag came to denote the
ancient heathen Greek, whereas Pauioc and Ipaixog signified Christian
Greek people. Naturally, Greek scholars, who were well aware of the old
history, could not have ignored the fact that all the three terms
originated from Antiquity. The period of Enlightenment did its best to
enable the Orthodox Greek to adopt the term ZEApvac as their name
with the same easiness as the other two terms.

The analysis of images of ancient Hellenes that were preserved in the
Greek folklore also belongs to this period.

Though it was marked with an increasing interest toward the classical
tradition and, at the end, with a sharp sublime in this respect, still,
unlike Europe, the creative interpretation of the ancient tradition was
not fulfilled in terms of artistic thought as the latter failed to find the
reception of the classical tradition and the ways to regenerate or
otherwise revive ancient images and plots. This will be accomplished
afterwards: when Greek people return to its glorious past, and the
learned society of Greece duly acknowledges the place of the ancient
culture in the development of its own history and culture. If we try to
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classify this period in respect of the assimilation of the classical tradition,
we could name it a preparatory period to this process.

The third part — The Period of Search and Hesitation — embraces the
works of distinguished poets like D. Solomos and A. Calvos as well as the
representatives of Heptanesian school and Romanticism. If we study the
extent to which the classical tradition is reflected in their works, we will
trace three tendencies that dominate in Greek literature in this respect:
1. The pathos nourished by the victory becomes the chief source of
inspiration; 2.Orientation to the European literature and the respective
values; 3. Two fold approach to its roots — first, via the European
mediator; and the second, through the study of Greek authors. To Greek
writers of the period, the classical tradition is more a phenomenon that
the Modern Greek literature timidly acquires than its organic cultural
heritage. As a result, no serious attempts were made to appreciate the
classical tradition and specify its due place in Modern Greek literature,
with the exception of the debates on language problems. Although
Romanticists sighed for the glorious past, they, naturally, never denied
the existence of the Modern Greek literature. They had a vague idea of
the role of the classical tradition in the formation of the latter.
Therefore, no matter what trend it implies, the literature of this epoch
tends to so-called informational completeness. There are hardly any
allusions that require a profound knowledge of ancient literature and
culture, an Antiquity-wise well-educated reader. One is under the
impression that while presenting a poetic interpretation of the classical
information, the writers, who themselves start to perceive the classical
tradition and realize its significance in the world culture, use ancient
plot, symbols and proper names not as commonly known elements, but
try to acquire the role of renderers of the latter.

Thus, the epoch is marked with the search of approaches to the clas-
sical tradition. However, this does not imply the discovery of these ways.
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The forth part — The Main Trends of the Creative Assimilation of the
Classical Tradition at the End of XIX c. — presents the processes in the
Greek society that preceded the literary activities of the generation of
80s. In this period, the Greek, on one hand, acquired the pathos of a
sublime that marked the same period in Europe, and on the other hand,
faced the necessity to specify their own attitude to the cultural or
political values. Since that period, Greek cultural reality abounds in
parallels with the European culture, but it also has numerous purely
Greek principle elements.

Since II half of XIX c., the European culture became extremely rich
in various artistic trends. Parnassians, who where distinguished with
their new concepts of "returning" to Antiquity, are especially
noteworthy. They denied contemporary life, and "revived” Antiquity in
their poetry; they released artistic culture from the Romantic perception.
This may have caused Parnassians’' popularity among the Greek, who
were “overtired of Greek romanticists' poetry. However, Greek
Parnassism differed from the French one; victorious Greek could not
acquire a pessimistic poetry. Besides, deeply religious Greek people were
reluctant to share the antd-Christian ideas of Parnassians. On the other
hand, the return to Antiquity was very important to the Greek as the
epoch seriously brought up the problem of national heritage, what we
will discuss below.

Besides literary issues, all the rest that marked the study of the Greek
civilization on the verge of two centuries in Europe is also relevant. Of
course, it was not left unnoticed by the generation of 80s. They came
forward with clear ambitions to ascertain their position in the formaton
of the Modern Greek culture. The Greek community also faced the
question of heritage — an issue of special importance to any nation's self-
consciousness. The public men of this period were allotted to introduce

basic changes in language issues as well. They theoretically proved the
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viability of Dimotic and almost always resorted to it in their creative
activity. Among the most "dramatic” activities of the representatives of
the generation was the final formation of the "Great Idea’, which ended
with 1921 catastrophe.

The generation of 80s was to show the liberated nation the ways to
acquire its place in Europe. Thus, two questions should be thought over:
1.How to specify the Greek people's attitude toward the European
culture, and find the ways to express the nation's originality; 2. ‘What
should be the attitude of the Greek civilization toward the epoch that
was universally recognized as one of the most remarkable periods in the
history of the world culture, and which had permanently cast a shadow
over the Modern Greek. Europeans limited the significance of Greek
culture to the ancient civilization. Besides, and the spiritual life of
modern Greece was, naturally, very poorly set out against such a
background. The Greek faced the problem of overcoming the complex of
the glorious past.

Universalism of K. Palamas. This interesting and complex epoch was
a background for K. Palamas' literary activity, which was marked with
universality. The latter was clearly expressed in his attitude toward the
classical tradition. 1. First in Greek literature, Palamas attempted to
theoretically approach the ancient Greek civilization as a whole as well
as its single aspects. Along with investigating the ancient literary
heritage, he thoroughly studied the theories that existed in his
contemporary classical philology; 2. Palamas is the first Greek poet who
made serious attempts to introduce the creative assimilation of the
classical tradition in his works. His artistic heritage is so rich in ancient
plots, symbols and images that it is hard to find any more or less
remarkable sphere in Greek culture, or any writer or image that escaped

the poets attention.
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Palamas' theoretical works offer an interesting inner discussion over
the significance of Antiquity for the modern society, and primarily for
the Greek; he also dwells upon the approach to the classical tradition.
Palamas' theories on the classical tradition that are scattered in
numerous publications and fiction may be presented as the unity of three
elements: 1. The specification of the essence and definition of Antiquity;
2. What is the wrong attitude toward Antiquity, and how harmful its
misunderstanding may be; 3. What should be the right attitude toward
Antiquity, and how beneficial it may be to human development.

While specifying the essence of classical Antiquity, Palamas, to our
mind, shares the position of his contemporary Archaic studies, though of
course, enriches it with his own poetic interpretaton. Palamas believes
the chief merit of Antiquity is its worldwide significance. The classical
Greek tradition is a common treasure, and is accessible to the whole
world, regardless of ideology, civilizaton type, etc. 2. Facing this
unfathomable and lofty civilization, people are doomed to errors if they
blindly acquire the classical tradition; thus they will became intimidated
and will be limited to a mere imitation or reanimation. According to the
poet, an incorrect interpretation of Antiquity may deprive a culture of its
vitality; while the classical tradition will hinder the development of the
culture instead of inspiring it (I KoAapanavée, O INodaudc xat ot
Apyxaio, ABriva, 1959, 108). 3. Being aware of the significance of the
classical Greek tradition to the development of civilizations of various
epochs, Palamas presents his idea on the correct apprehension of the
classical tradition. He believes that a modern artist or a society should
realize that a modern man differs from an ancient one, as the former
includes in itself the coexistence of the ancient, Christian and modern
cultural traditions. In a society of other faith, another religion will
replace the three elements of the triad. An artist should borrow from
Antiquity all what will stimulate the development of his contemporary
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culture, and will not alienate his art from the requirements and tastes of
his contemporary society. In terms of the creative assimilation of the
classical tradition, Palamas suggests that a society should create new
values in respect to the tradition.

Since Palamas widely refers to the classical tradition, his works
comprehensively present the information related to the classical Greece.
In respect of the reference to the classical tradition, Palamas' poetry may
be divided into three groups: 1. Poems where ancient images and
symbols (despite their frequent usage) are not key elements for the
concept. They are used as single quotations. Ancient terms are used
either with respect to their generally known symbolic meaning, or for
comparison, or as a metaphor, etc. 2. Another group of Palamas' poems
have passages or parts that poetically interpret concrete images from the
classical cradition. Neither they serve as a motif of the poem's concept,
but they have their relevant function there. 3. However, we are
especially interested in those works that are nourished by the ancient
information, and most interestingly illustrate Palamas' creative interpre-
tation of the classical tradition. Among such poems we may distinguish
those based on the principle of “informational self-sufficiency”. That
means that the poet is interested to poetically furnish one motif, one
plot, and make its poetical information the concept for his poem. As for
the additional information, he preseats as much of it as it is necessary to
realize his intention. The analysis of these poems shows that in the case
of this pattern of poetry, Palamas is confined to the laconic allusion to
the key plot elements of the myth. Though in case of a poetic
interpretation of the myth, he does not necessarily divert from the
elements of a traditional myth, or partly alter it, or basically reinterpret a
traditional as confines himself to a subtle allusion to the content
elements of the respective myth. Hymns are especially significant among

Palamas' works. If we compare hymns to the above-mentioned pattern,
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the principle of “informational self-sufficiency” is replaced by the
principle of "maximum informational completeness”. Along with
glorifying a god or goddess, Palamas fully presents their deeds.

Palamas, on one hand, crowned the process of assimilating the
classical tradition that preceded his poetry, and on the other, introduced
a new approach to the classical tradition. Along with assimilating the
classical tradition, a writer should find an interesting way to realize it in
his works, and at the same time, maintain his poetic originality. In terms
of the classical tradition, Palamas offered a unique universalism. If one
tries to trace all Antiquity-related names in his works, one will have to
compile a huge dictionary with almost all names and notions that are
relevant Antiquity-wise.

And still, Palamas' works are marked with one noticeably original
feature: no matter how closely he approaches Antiquity, how organically
he acquires the classical tradition, there always is a distance between
Antiquity and modern life. It is important for Palamas to ascertain that
he is a Modern Greek poet. Though he fully realizes he is an heir of the
classical tradition, he is never fulfilled with it alone. He aims at
demonstrating the potential of both his poetry and the modern Greek
culture, and tries to modify the classical tradition as to serve to the
formation of the modern Greek literature. Since Palamas' times, a
number of Greek writers managed to trace interesting ways in
assimilating the classical tradition. On one hand, they followed the
process in common European literature, and on the other, offer
something essentially new and interesting that stimulates the
development of the Modern Greek literature.

Onginality of C. Kavafis' historical orfentadon. C. Kavafis is
especially noteworthy among the poets of K. Palamas' generation.
Kavafis' works are marked with a totally new, distinguished
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apprehension of the classical tradition. Kavafis' "antiquity-based" poems
may be divided into two groups: 1.Mythological and 2. Historical.

Kavafis' so-called mythological poetry conveys two tendencies: on
one hand, the poet borrows a mythological plot, substantially transforms
it, but confines himself to the narration of the myth. The interpretation
of the myth and understanding its implicit text is up to the reader.

On the other hand, in his other mythological poems, Kavafis is not
confined to a mere narradon of the myth; He uses mythological
information either as an argument for the depicted scene, or as a moral.

And sdll historical theme dominates in Kavafis' poetry. Any attempt
of their exact classification seems useless. To our mind, all these poems
have in common a single peculiarity: they offer more or less concrete
historical context. Kavafis' so-called historical poems (no macter whether
the poet interferes in the plot with his own interpretation) are focused
on such an event or a fact that by itself may not inspire a peculiar
interest, but within the poem the rendered information acquires
remarkable significance. Thus the poet refuses to follow the traditional
path of assimilating the classical information, and within the frameworks
of his artistic imagination sets off the value of these elements that have
escaped others' attention. The analyzed poems show that Kavafis'
interest in the classical tradition is focused on certain mythological and
historical facts that serve to clarify or assert his idea. He uses the ancient
information to create an essentially new poetry. While poetically
furnishing the mentioned informaton, he very closely renders the spirit
of the epoch that is described in the poem.

Principles of actualization and idealization in A Sikelianos’ poetry. In
terms of the classical tradition, A. Sikelianos' poetry implies two
tendencies: 1. Actualization of the tradition in a moderately lofty style; 2.
Idealization, which implied forming a certain paradigm not only from
Greek images and symbols but also from the Greek's lifestyles. Though
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Sikelianos' poetry abounds in the elements related to the classical
tradition, which are artistically furnished with various poetic devices, we
believe that it is marked with a certain peculiarity — the poet chooses the
Antiquity-related information which enables him to give the ancient
plot a new direction, develop it according his intention and ideology.
Therefore, Sakelianos is more interested in one mythical episode than a
complete cycle of myths. He usually borrows these episodes from ancient
writers' works, and either obviously or imperceptibly diverts them from
or makes them opposite to the initial information.

Sikelianos is proud of being a Hellene. However, he has not made the
pride the basic element of his poetry. The classical Greek culture- the
greatest expression of the Hellenic genius — does not interest him
isolated; the poet sees it as a paradigm, a model for a peaceful co-
existence of the mankind. Therefore, any information borrowed from
the classical tradition, even if initially pessimistic, sounds optimistically
in his poetry. Sakelianos' approach to the Hellenic culture is neither
indifferent nor cosmopolitan. He tightly connects the ancient Greek
culture to the modern world. Sikelianos' poetry is marked with another
interesting trait: he seems moderate in applying ancient images and
symbols. None of his poems has excessive ancient notions; on the
contrary, he is very economical, and always skillfully expresses an idea of
utmost importance within one piece of poetry. Sikelianos' actualization
is not placing an image or a symbol in a common context, or making the
ancient and elevated ordinary; he charges the former with modern spirit
and orientates it to what he feels as lofty ideals.

Antiquity in N. Kazandzaekis' disharmonic world. Critics are
unanimous to admit the difficulty in fully presenting the way the
classical tradition is reflected in N. Kazandzakis' works. The reason is
that Kazandzakis' works are comprehensive, and he does not give
priority to any particular civilizadon. His works embrace all the
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knowledge accumulated to present times. Here coexist symbols, images,
notions and religious concepts of different civilizations. Kazandzakis
seeks new horizons of truth. For this purpose, he chooses the routs for
endless travel in a boundless world, in respect of both geography and
ideology (best illustrated in Odyssey). But in this process (if priorities are
not timely specified) a mortal is doomed to a confusion and failure. The
power of Kazandzakis' works is the dramatism that lies between his
dreams and abilities. As for the question of our interest, the chief
problem is the following: while assimilating the classical tradition, the
writer “goes far beyond its limits®, (T. Ztrapatiov, O Kalavt{axne xat ot
Apxaiot, Abriva, 1986, 316) and, consequently, the tradition as reflected
in his works looses its chief quality — clarity. Though Kazandzakis often
refers to Homer, Hesiod, Greek tragedy writers, Heraclitus, Plato, uses
ancient images and symbols, all these serve not to the creative
assimilation of the classical tradition, but to overcoming the boundaries
of the latter and transcending to the broader cosmic world. This
peculiarity of the writer can be stated as follows: Kazandzakis views the
classical tradition as the part of the enormous information that can
nourish his literary works. Accordingly, he does not give it a noticeable
priority against other traditions. Kazandzakis numerously alludes to
Antiquity, not out of his special disposition toward it, but because it is an
authentic historical fact in the centuries old human experience.

The classical tradition in G. Seferis modernistic poetry. It is common
knowledge that the creative interpretation of myth in Seferis' works has
caused heated arguments. The problem chiefly concerns the use of so
called "mythological method" by the poet, the essence of the method and
the common and different aspects between Seferis and his
contemporaries in applying the method. The history of the creatdve
interpretation of myth has exposed two relevant aspects of the process: a)
the pieces of mythological information that captures writers' attention,
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and the methods they use to render a myth; b) the function of a myth in
works of a writer. These two aspects guide our study of Seferis' works.
The first one we shall call reproductional (implies the mythological
information used by the poet and the ways of its actualization in his
works). Another aspect we shall call functional (refers to the function of
a myth in his poetry).

While considering the so called reproductional aspect, we point out
the following basic moments: 1. informational basis. 2. methods of
interpreting the mythological information. 3. manner of using
mythological information: a) the most elementary form - a lexical
formative, a term or a proper name; b) a word combination or a phrase;
c) a fragment from the mythological information; d) informational block;
e) subtext. 4. degree of clarity of the mythological information. 5.
informational volume. The mythological information in Seferis' works
may be confined to a single line, passage, poem, or embrace his whole
poetry. 6. combination of different pieces of information in Sefers'
poetry. The analysis of so called reproductional aspect concerning
Seferis' way of interpreting the mythological information testifies to the
significant role of myth in Seferis' works, though we by no means insist
on seeking links with mythology in his every single poem.

While analyzing the function of myth in Seferis' attitude to mythos,
we should mention that: 1. Seferis strictly limits his informational basis
to the Greek mythology and offers the reader popular symbols, which he
uses (as Eliot says) to "order" his poetry. 2. Despite the "limited"
informational basis, the ways the poet actualizes the mythological
information are multiple and diverse. 3. Seferis' works are distinguished
with a high level of coordinating and distributing the mythological
information, which enables us to trace the "intertextual" fabula and its
constdtuting episodes in his poetry. 4. The poet tends to apply the
principle of mythopoetic world — that of “I" and "you" relations, though
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diverts from the principle of binary opposition, the typical element of
mythological thinking. This way, he at once approaches and distances
from mythological thinking. In the end, if we try to specify the feature
that distinguishes Seferis with respect to the interpretation of myth, we
may briefly state: this is the unity of all above-mentioned aspects. Some
of them may be characteristic of various poets, but the combination of all
these aspects may be considered the peculiarity of solely Seferis' attitude
to the mythological tradition.

Y. Ritsos double-faceted poetry. Ritsos’ collection of monologues The
Fourth Dimension is inundated with mythological information. Though
none of them gives a consistent account of a myth (but for Persephone,
where the myth can be reconstructed from Persephone’s story), it is not
difficult to guess which story is implied. The author widely refers to
mythical details and frequently uses trite symbols like baths or a cut curl.
Ritsos is not interested in the tragic characters’ adventures but in their
psychological state after the adventure. In The Fourth Dimension, the
diegesis almost invariably starts after the protagonists’ main story is over
and the characters start thinking over what they or their friends have
gone through. Even when the story climax is still ahead, the characters
analyze what they are to do next and knowing the adverse consequences,
nevertheless duly fulfill their ‘mission’. Ritsos’ characters are deprived of
resistance and have surrendered to destiny. They are neither able nor
willing to change anything. The emphasis on destiny brings Ritsos’
monologues close to ancient tragedy. However, unlike the latter, Ritsos
does not offer a tragic conflict with a possible cathartic effect on the
reader. On the contrary, the poet outbalances it with a focus on
narration, on the analysis of an event and not on an action.

Ritsos returns to myth when he distances himself from the so-called

propagandist poetry and re-considers his values. Myth enables him to
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move away from the daily and the material and touch universal, eternal
problems. Mythical stories are mainly employed in his existential works.
O. Elytis' surrealistic interpretation. No matter how different Greek
writers’ approaches are to the classical tradition, one thing is true about
them all: the classical tradition is very important to the formation of the
Modern Greek literature. However, The writers who chose to create an
essentially new poetry have another stand. We mean those innovatory
experiments that aimed at freeing literature from old tradition, and
finding new ways of artistic expression. Among these artists, surrealists
are especially noteworthy. With respect of the classical tradition, we
have analyzed O. Elytis' works. Though the poet generally follows the
basic principles of surrealism, his poetry does not break off the ancient
tradition. He is not a blind follower of the French poetry; He tries to fit
surrealism to the Greek reality. In its essence, surrealism is a
cosmopolitan, non-ethnic trend; it even seems to contradict to
expressing the national spirit in poetry, whereas Elytis is Greek to the
core, and at the same time, he is a poet of a worldwide significance. He
tries to perceive the world "from the Aegaean sea”. Therefore, all what is
connected to the basis of this world — ancient Greek — naturally enters in
his poetry. It is interesting to explore how Elytis manages to remain a
surrealistic poet, and at the same time so intensively refer to Antiquity,
as to become a target of literary researches (A. Idxwf, H apyxaoyvaaia
tov Odvooéa EAOT, Afrva, 1985). Elytis' works do not offer artistic
interpretation of a continuous information, the way it was with other
writers. Here allusions and quotations from the sphere of Antiquity bear
surrealistic marks: so-called classical passage is only an element of the
surrealistic “mosaic”; at the first sight, they are neither motivated nor
developed in the poem, just mingle through one or two lines. Thus, we
should focus on three basic forms of reflecting Antiquity: 1. Nomination.

Elytis mentions any Antiquity-related symbol or image in a certain
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context; 2. Allusion to Antiquity. We mean the passages that either
directly refer to the ancient information or raise the association of an
allusion to Antiquity; 3. Instances of borrowing formatives, word
combinations, or even sentences from ancient literature without any
allusions to the source. This way he realizes the theories about language
that are given in his letters. He does it after ancient Greek writers who
freely used poetic formulas and word combinations of their predecessors.

Ancient drama in Modern Greek playwriting and I. Kabanellis. The
reception of the classical tradition in modern Greek dramaturgy is totally
different from modern Greek poetry. The latter more or less followed
European literary trends, which is not true about modern Greek
playwriting and theatre in general. While modern Greek theatre
advanced vigorously in terms of stage direction, design and music,
dramaturgy remained a challenge: Greek playwrights failed to approach
the heights Greek poetry and prose had then reached. For a long time, it
remained Achilles* heel of modern Greek theatre.

In terms of the reception of ancient themes, the modern Greek
playwright Iakovos Kabanellis is among the most colorful figures. He
employs ancient plots in some of his plays: a satirical comedy Odysseus,
Return Home, a trilogy (triptych as called by the playwright) A Letter to
Orestes, The Supper and The Thebans' March and the Last Act. An
insight into the playwright's employment of myth will lead us to the
following conclusion: Kabanellis is interested not in the mythical story
itself but in the followup. Hence, he starts narration at the moment
where the myth ends.

Kabanellis focuses on the consequence of a story, which, as a rule, is
different from what the characters of ancient tragedy expect. If
Aeschylean Orestes seeks justification of his actions, for Kabanelis'
Orestes death is the only way out; if Aeschylus’ Electra is confident in

her truth, in Kabanellis’ play she is remorseful of her vengeance and is
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conscious of her mistakes; if Homeric Odysseus returns to Ithaca as a
hero and everyone is waiting for him eagerly, Kabanelis' Odysseus is
forgotten by all, and the awareness that no one expects him has waned
his desire to recurn home.

A typical feature of Kabanellis' literary works is the alteration of the
characters’ initial profile: positive characters appear in a
derogative/negative light and vice versa. This tendency is evident almost
in all his plays on ancient themes.

Kabanellis does not tell the myth. If the reader is not aware of the
mythical plot, he/she will find it quite difficult to fully reconstruct the
story from the play. The author is more interested in the characters’

attitude towards the events they have experienced.
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