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THE PALAEOLITHIC PERIOD

The caves OF western Geotgia, in Abkharly and
in the Rioni-Xv irila river basin were inhatiteg by
[

Q

e.

EARLY FARMERS

humans in the Upper paly-
eolithic period and  haye
yielded some of the earli-
est jewellery. Archacolo-
gists have discovered jewel-
lery consisting of pendants
made of various materials,
that have parallels on Pala-
eolithic  sites  elsewhere.
Animal teeth, bone plaques,
sea shells, or unusual stones
ware drilled deliberately
and used as necklaces or
pendants,
tioning as amulets.

probably func-

The innovations brought by the ‘Neolithic Revo-

lution’ were retizced in the jewellery found in

2251 Georgia, at s4es of the Early Farmers dated

to berwesn the sixth and fourth millennia BC,

covering Neoikhic and Eneclithic (or Chalco-
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The earliest metal jewellery appeared in Geor-
gia during the Eneolithic Period. Jewellery made
in a variety of shapes, such as bracelets made
from copper strips, spiral temple omaments
and pendants were found at the Eneolithic
settlement at Berikideebi. These shapes were
further developed and reached a higher level
during the period of the Kura-Araxes Culture.

THE KURA-ARAXES CULTURE

The Kura-Araxes Culture was widespread
throughout the southern Caucasus (apart ‘rom
the coastal area of Georgia on the Black Sea 0
the west). The culture was diffused over the
eastern part of the North Caucasus, Eastern
Anatolia, north-west Iran, Syria-Palestine and
lasted for almost a millennium, from the second
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ellery made in Georgia and it was & =vs =g
that the principal Shapes and decsrarve o5
were established. The mair typas o ewe =x
were bracelets, pins, necklaces and 'vaac o
fations, these mnsisting of g orex zd
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rows (Early Bronze Age, second half of the third
millennium BC), the Magnificent Culture of Tri-
aleti Great Barrows (Middle Bronze Age, first
half of the second millennium BC) and the Late
Kurgans (the final stage of the Middle Bronze
Age). The Great Kurgan Culture played a special
role in the history of the development of Geor-
gian jewellery.

Polychrome jewellery first appeared in Geor-
gia during the Trialeti Culture. The rich Trialeti
kurgans yielded gold artefacts made using so-
phisticated and innovative techniques such as
filigree, engraving and inlaid gems. A distinctive
feature of these objects was the application of
techniques derived from the leading cultural
centres of the Near East (especially Sumer), skil-
fully coupled with Georgian jewellery-making
traditions of earlier periods. The local origin
of this polychrome jewellery and metalwork is
attested by their stylistic resemblance with con-
temporary local pottery and other products of

ithery, and d an apparently

organic connection with the jewellery traditions
of the Early Bronze Age and of the Kura-Araxes
Culture.

EASTERN GEORGIA IN THE LATE
BRONZE-EARLY IRON AGE

The period that followed the collapse of the
Trialeti Culture down to the eighth to sixth cen-
turies BC was characterized by the substitution
of bronze for gold jewellery. These changes are
mainly apparent in the burial goods and the of-
ferings at shrines of the Late Bronze-Early Iron
Age sites of the east Georglan provinces {Kartli,
Meskheti and Kakheti), as well as in the adja-
cent territories of Armenla and Azerbaijan. A
high level of d
the central Caucasus during the Late Bronze-
Early Iron Age [s attested by the amount of arte-
facts made of bronze and other alloys in various
shapes and with sophisticated decor.

of Ilworking in

The Samtavro necropolis in east Georgia, espe-
cially the Samtavro necropolis yielded skillfuly
engraved belts decorated with multi-figured
compositions of local religious signlficance,

dated to the eighth-sixth centurles BC; they too
belong to the group of bronze jewellery and
other metal artefacts of the same period found
throughout Georgia. Stylistically these belts dis-
play the continuity of a rich ancient tradition
of metalworking in Georgla, as well as creating

novel approaches; the sophisticated engraving
technique also reveals a distinctively local style,

lewellery adorned with representations of ani-
mals, such as pins and miniature pendants, have
been excavated at sites in Georgla dating to the

Late Bronze and Early Iron Age. They were ex-
ecuted within the traditions of the Trialeti cul-
ture, but at the same time clearly show Anato-
llan Influence. The metalworking tradition was
to be continued for many centuries to come,
and the ancient traditions are still manifested
for example in the openwork clasps of typically
Caucasian origin that belong to the completely
different historical context of the iberian king-
dom.
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THE COLCHIAN BRONZE CULTURE

At the turn of the 3rd and 2nd millennia 8C,
proto-Colchian culture was distinguished by
a high level of metallurgical development. Ar-
chaeological excavations in the mountainous
regions of Abkhazia, Racha and Svaneti re-
vealed mining tools, metal objects of the period
In question, and dozens of sites where copper

was mined. More importantly, pieces of jewel-
lery were found. Some were chance finds, while
others were excavated both in the Brili necropo-
lis, dated to the second half of the 2nd millen-
nium BC, and in settlements in central Colchis.
This jewellery, even in its simplest forms, can be

. considered to be precursors of the style of jew-
ellery that flourished in Colchis in the 8th-7th
centuries BC, a period when Colchian culture
achieved its zenith.

Colchian culture displays a certain consistency
not only in the case of jewellery itself, but in the
way in which such jewellery was employed in fu-
nerary rites. There are virtually no burials found
in central Colchis until the early first millennium

Greek authors including Apollonius of Rhodes.

The burials in central Colchls of the Bth-7th
centuries BC, as well as those in the wider area
within the Colchian cultural sphere, yielded
hoards with an abundance of bronze jewellery
deposited together with Colchian axes, which
suggests that the jewellery had a ritual signifi-
cance. Their vivid animal decoration is distin-
guished by a characteristically Colchian style
of engraving, in particular with zoomorphic
imagery, depicting rams and fantastic animals:
wolf-dragons, or wolf-snakes, perhaps an echo
of the myth of the Argonauts.

Parallels for Calchian bronre jewellery, and sty-
listically similar artefacts with geometric deco-
ration, are to be found in the metal hoards of
Europe, indicating finks with southern Europe.
The genesis of the sub-Mycenaean one-piece
fibulae to be found in Colchis might also be
considered to be the result of cuhtural contacts
between Colchis and the Aegean world. Colchi-
an jewellery developed as part of a process of

e,

of novel influences reaching Col-

BC, when jewellery became This sug-
gests that the deceased were left above ground,
disposed of by means of so-called sky burials,
apparently widespread in Colchis according to

chis from the outside world, of which Colchian
diadems are the best example.

Lot esraon Sonlkry

“COLCHIS RICH IN GOLD*

The next stage in Jewellery production after
the Trialetl Culture, occurred in the first half of
the 1st millennium BC, when jewellery made of
precious metals, gold, sitver and electrum, oc-
curs again in hoards, burials and settlements
throughout Georgia.

Goldsmiths adopted different techniques, as
well as ornamerits from the artistic treatment of
bronze, but from the start granulation was the
distinctive technique of the artistic treatment of
gold and silver.

Why Colchis s referred to as “rich in geld” in
Cassical literature, similarty to Mycenae, Sardis
and Babylon — all famed for their wealth — is
made clear by archaealogical finds from Sairkhe
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and Vani, the political-administrative and reli-
gious centres of the Kingdom of Colchis. In al-
most all literary or historiographic works touch-
ing the myth of the Golden Fleece the element
of richness in gold of Colchis is underscored by
various poetic devices.

:-.,,-mr’f""’"”"«««.,"-h

The largest amount of items of gold and silver
in Colchis comes from the burials of Sairkhe and
Vani. They belonged to representatives of the
ruling circle. Ornaments of Sairkhe and Vani,
primarily typically Coichian diadems composed
of twisted bar and rectangular plaques and ra-
dial temple rings originated in the 6th century
BC, point to a single Colchian school of gold-
smithery having come into existence. Several
workshops were active within the boundaries of
this school. All the gold ornaments discovered

in the grave are linked to the cult of the dead
and at the time their various symbolic meanings
express the religious conceptions as well. They
could be connected with a cult of the sun (ra-
dial temple rings, the solar symbols etc.), a cult
of magna mater (representations of birds), with

the phenomenon of fertility {the necklace with
turtle pendants).

Goldsmithery of the 8th-6th centuries B. C,,
which arose on the traditions of “Calchian

Bronze Culture”, attained the highest stage of
development in the 5"-4" centuries. Colchian
goldwork - coming under the influence of two
world cultures: Western (Greek) and Eastern
{Achaemenid) - preserved its originality and
systemic wholeness; adopted, but digested the
new elements in its own way, gaining its own
place beside Greek and Achaemenid {Persian)
goldwork.

KINGDOM OF KARTLI (IBERIA)

Kingdom of Kartli {lberia), as it is referred to in
Greco-Roman written sources, formed in the

3rd century B. C., attained especial political
and economic might in the 1*-3" centuries A,
D. Gold ornaments of the 4™-3 centuries B. C.
discovered on the territory of Eastern Georgia
point to the establishment of aristocracy prior
to the formation of the Kingdom of Kartli. Some
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of them, for exemple the temple rings from
Akhalgorl hoard were made on the model of
Colchian temple rings, while the influence of
Achaemenid art is noted in details.

Gold omaments and silver vessels were found in
large quantity ia the burials of the royal family

rian polychrome style of 2™-3 centuries was
the incrustation on the gold with garnet,which
became well-k in the 4™-8> c ies in
the goldsmithery of Goths, Sarmats and Merov-
ings. At the same time close cultural contacts
of Iberia with the outer world, especially with
the Roman Empire, found reflection on the de-

of artisanship, namely on the gem-

and eristavls (pitiak at the capi-
1al of the Kingdom of Kartli. Goldsmithery was
an especially advanced branch of artisanship in
the Kingdom of Kartli. The Iberian goldsmithery
based on the traditions of the preceding peri-
ods, is distinguished for its original polychrome
style, namely for using of turquoise together
with almandine. The other direction in the Ibe-

carving. The goldsmithery of this period arose
on the traditions of the artisanship of the pre-
ceding periods, for its part paving the way for
the further development of jeweller’s art.
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