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I. I. Djorjadze
FOREWORD

The Georgians are one of those most ancient nations thal were
involved in the very lirst war known to humanily. A greal many
sanguinary wars raged In a large area — [rom Mesopotamia lo the
spure of the Caucasus — in the middle of the 3rd millennium B. C, de-
vastaling the most advanced and besufiful countriés located there and
exlerminating their peoples, large and small. And only the most resistent
and industrious nalions managed lo survive in this siruggle of the fittest
learning the most advanced methods ol warfare and organization of
labour processes. Backwardness invariably resulled in either partial
or .compleile exiermination of an ethnic communily. Therefore, those
unique tribes and nations who, out ol the plethora ol others, escaped
annihifation in Lhe course of military conflicts necessarily became
cuslodians and inheritors ol (he invaluable freasury of marfial art,
Georgians, or more precisely, Georgian warriors were fucky to altain the
peak of this art in aimost incessant batlles with the most advanced
armies of the ancient worid.

Beginning from the lirst war [n Nearer. Asia —~an area mosl
developed in warfare — and then in the period ol antiquily, Georgians
wenl through the classical military school ol the Hellenistic epoch and
‘thai ol great Rome in military alliance with whom they saw the beginning
_of the Christian era. Mainlaining laler analogous relalions with Byzan-
tium, Georgians mastered the military arl of Greece and Rome lhrough
outstanding generals who led Lhe armies of these counlries, and through
their thinkers, especially Xenophon: being a participanl in mililary
campaigns, he wrole. In 400 B.C., aboul the boundiees courage and
conspicuous gallaniry, as well as the great military skill of Georgian
warriors who were supporied in battle by the ealire nalion, of which
he was an eyewitness.

Of substantial inlluence on the development of the theory and prac-
tice of -‘warlfare in Georgia was Lhe Hellenislic period marked by military
and slate reforms of Alexander lhe Great. Quite signilicant in this contexi
are the contribulions of his generals who spread Alexander’ s new and
advanced views and his experience wide abroad; lhey were later inler-
preted by Aristotle, his teacher. He made s thorough analysis of Epa-
minondas principle of non-uniform distribution of force, Alexander’ s
melhods of using cavalry as an impart force aimed at desiroying the
enemy, elc. This new knowledge was readily absorbed by Georgians in Lhe
course of mililary campaigns, which was fortered by the lacl that they had
direct contacts with such foreign generals as King Mithridates of Pontus
- and a whole constellation of outstanding Greek and Roman sirategists. .
It was in the military campaign against Colchis when the Greek general
Xenophon for the lirst time in history resorted to breaking the unwieldy
‘Phalanx into smaller and beiter manoeuverable detachmenis known as



lochi, which gave him several highly manoeuverable lactical uniis able
fo acl independently in the mountains. This idea gained greal popularity
in the armies of the world where these Greek lochi gave rise to divisions,
subdivizions and other army units.

The art of wariare mastered by Georgians in ancient times and
passed on from generation lo generation was improving as centuries went
by, and so was the technique of offensive, defensive and face-lo-face
baitles, which, on the whoie, condilioned viclories over enemies largely
surpassing in strength whom Georglans deleated adroitly, using the
advaniages of their own terrain. It is just such viclories oyer much
stronger enemies thal empowered the Georgians to survive as a nalion.
They maniiested their concentraied might and faith in their righl cause,
defended by their own generals and military thinkers. These victories
displayed the heroic spirit of Georgrian warriors, of the entire nation
selllessly defending their homeland.

Yet there were defeals, bul Lhe billerness ol this feeling, the land
devastaied by lire and destroyed towns and villages could nol crush this
nation. Like the Phoenix, it rose from the ashes and gained brilliant
victories over much stronger enemies, earning such acclaim that many
couniries reputed [or their belligerence knew beller than aitacking
Georgia and preferred to have her as an ally, as did Rome and Byzantium
who for over 1500 years regarded lberla as their stronghold in the Easi:
Iberians had a repulation of the maosl valiant and gallant warriors and
defealed Parthians, Persians and olhers not only in coalition with Roman
legions, but also single-handed. Such ups and downs steeled the Geor-
gian people who, in the course of incessant wars against the ‘Arabs,
Mongols, Tamerlane’ s hordes, Persians and Turks, perfected their
military skill.

By joining the Russian Empire, Orthodox Christian Georgia pul an
end to her struggle against the Moslem world pressing her on all sides
and insured her Inviolability. The grest Russian military art of
Peter |, Suvorov and Kutuzov was now [used with that of Georgia.
The formidable might thal resulied from that union steod unchallenged
for two centuries and reached ils peak in the revolulionary struggle
of lhe proletariat in the Civil and in the Great Palriolic wars.

TFrial by war is the strongest although the cruellest test a nation may
be subjected to; il Is a test for survival. Those peoples who failed it
perished and disappeared from lhe historic arena. Successful wilhsian-
ding this tesi of strength and laith and manilesiation, in its course, of
a nation' s stamins enables it to continue ils existence and insures ils
further development. Therefore, the hislory of wars and martial art, the
history of survival of nations in the pattern of the «survival ol the
fittest» model Is the principal starting point for studying all the
ramifications of their subsequent historic development.

However, in the hislory of many nations, particularly in the history of
Georgia wars and the arl ol warfare are, unfortunately, very inadequa-
tely studied and their analysis in loto has never been made.
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This, unfajry, leaves Gceorgia in the shade as regards her most
prominent feature which makes this nation famous all over the world.
Moreover, the sparse and Iragmentary information concerning Georgia's
mililary history does not display its most Importanl causative consti-
tuent: — the warrior per se, [rom a private to a general — and his
mother who gave him lile and raised him and sometimes even outdid him
in the-battlefield and had a stronger willpower (it is not fortuitous that
in Georgian such a woman is known as «<DEDA — KATSI: — literally,
emother — mens). So it necessary, in the first place, to reveal how
this war-like nation was able to survive in the unequal struggle, how it
learned to despise death; it is necessary to trace the role of the mother
who raised these heroes in the spitil of love of everything that belonged
to their nation and characterized it; it is necessary to show how the
Georgians mastered their weapons and horses and how they evenltually
gained perfection in the art of warfare.

Speaking with the lipe of Herodotus, Xenophon and other generals
and thinkers of subsequent cenluries (including Strabo), history itsell
especially appreciated such capacities displayed by the Georgian people
as, for instance, battling with overwhelmingly stronger ememies. And
this phenomenon is nol fortuitous: in the course of 44 cenluries this
small nation warred with formidable foes who invariably outnombered
them. This circumstance tempered Georgian warriors each ol whom
was prepared to give his life for homeland and, therelore, destroyed
enemies not one by one, but score because’he was in full control of his
weapons end his horse and was in perfect physical and spiritual litness
since early childhood. This accounts for the fact why Georgian boys
were kidnapped:. they were later turned into Mamelukes reputed for
being the most accomplished warriors — strong, skillful and brave. They
crushed the best armies of the then world, headed the entire armed forces
ol states and not infrequently headed these stales and were outslanding
generals; however, they did all that under other names they were forced
to assume in captivity.

The martial arl of this small nalion took shape in the course
of millennia. This art had ils own way of development, and the viclories
the Georgians scored over much stronger enemies essenlially differed
from one another in that each time new strategic and tactical solulions
were sought and found and baltles ended ultimalely in seemingly
Impossible viciories when one Georgian opposed 30 and even 60 enemies.
It is lo this striking phenomenon that Georgia' s historic military
exploit owes its recognition in the world.

It is, therefore, not surprising that such a small nation has to
its credit such historic military landmarks as the 200 herges ol the
battle at Didgori, the' 300 Aragvians, the 208 Kakhetians who boldly
gave thelr lives for viclory: the heroic brothers Mkheidze; Tsotine
Dadiani and Aniketa — prototype of Spartacus; King Parnaoz who was
the first to unite all Georgian tribes into a single integral stste
with a streamlined and clear-cut military and political structure, who
crushed the armies ol Ason — a creature of Alexander the Great; King
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Pharsman }1 whose sialus Was erected in the Campue Martius in Romn
for valour and lor lhe art of lace-to-face and group-lo-group cavalry
combat that even great Rome had never witnessed; King Vakhtang
Gorgasali who never pulied out an arrow that had pierced him
and thue fought the whole day because he needed viclory snd wanted
to crush the enemy: he realized that if he pulled the arrow oul
he would lose much blood and be unable o lead his men to victory;
King David the Builder — the creator ol a stralegy how a small
nalion can overpower large armies; Queen Tamar (queen in her
own right), a spirilual leader and aclual commanderin-chiel her armies
in major battles; the immortal Shola Ruslaveli who brilliantly worded
the Georgian strategic thougth and extolled in his poem the military
exploil of the Georgian people; the unsurpassed general Giorgi Sa-
akadze; the well-known nine Kherkheulidze brothers whose mother
was in the very midst of the baltle and anaiching the banner from
the hands of one killed son passed it on to another still alive and
fighting Tevdore Kvelleli, a priesl, who, in 1609, led a Turkish
army inlo » place from where they could not find their way out,
for which they put him to sn agonizing death King [rakli

11, a most valiant warrior and general, a shrewd siatesman who
succeeded in translating into reality the people’ s ¢gream of inviolability
of their molherland and who, for this purpose joined his kingdom
to the Russian Empire; popular heroes wilh Maya of Tskhneli, a brave
warrior-maiden, mos! prominenl among them; Prince Alexander Bag-
rationi, Emperor Petler I' s Jirst Grand Master of the Ordnance,
a man of unsurpassed gallaniry, wisdom and nabilitly ol spirit; General
Peter Bagralioni — a follower and 3 personal [riend of Suvorov and
Kuluzov: a shepherd — warrior Shele Gulukhidze who had 3 «azari»
to his account (.i.e. 300 enemies he had cut to death with his sword).

The presenl work is aimed at filling to some exient the blank
gaps in the deplorably incomplels analysis of (he military exploils
of the Georgian people since ils inception and {race this nation forming
such lolty lealuree as gallantry, feilhfulness, valour, nobility of gpiril
and mutual support in batlle, sell-sacrilice, preparedness to sacrilice
their own children for their motherland and many other qualities
which took shape in the course of 44 cenluries arnd manifested themselves
in hard struggle against evil, perfidy, (reachery al most crucial historic
momenis; lhe research shows how military exploils helped the Georgian
people develop noble fealures and how education, culture and arl,
in their turn, boosted up warriors' morale; it also show how strength

and faith, lused logether, produced viclories in battle, in everyday
work and in education.
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