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u 03033, a3- 229, Gopba 3gmfy. gb st sBMns. geBlisbe Jahaggma aym.
obgs dopdgme Wdgbaghce mrodhsdhg@adn (3..).

12 5] 8mgoggebo  FbocmsbobdPalyy 6smaha®L  esmosbmésw: Ma parmi che
anticamente, come ne’ ora, gli Armeni non amassero la scienza, ne’ i canti della
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o 08 sy g, Gexeglig ag0 ool abhacash Wibres. g
bpime olobympdyee  xgbaghons 3sdmygyerogod LRDL, Ao sbeos
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trodizione: onde gli ¢* superfluo dire piu distesamente di gente irragionevole,
neghttosa e incivile (Storia di Mose Corenze, Lib. 1-0, cap. 3, p. 7).
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13 Journal Asiatique, an.1836, tom.1, p-210.

14 3mby x693g0mmob ,bafsbogymal dmymy olgmfas”. - mdomoba, 1884, a3. 37.
5 gbomg: .5 3336sdols ,0lgoéns bafémggmaba’. - gaomolo, 1889, a3. 159.
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:: Brosset. ,Journal Asiatique*. 1836, tom 1, p.204.
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agtree V..
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21 Memories historiques et geograohigues sur I’ Armenie par Saint Martin, tom 1. ~
Paris, 1818-1819, p 215.
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quelques historiens Arme’niens qui, trop. ze'le's pour la gloire de leur pays,
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(03033, 33 291).

2 Mesrob, historien du X-¢ siecte, qui ecrit une vie de S. Nerses, remplie de fables
et de faits controuves Journal Asiatique, 1830, t.1, p.173.

24 S, Martin, tom 1, p.404.
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Lettres e’difiantes ¢t curicuses e’crites des Missions ctrange‘res, tom. 3, p. 52.
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28 gain-Martin. Memories, tom.1 p.378.
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3! Histoire d'Armenie par Arisdaques de Lasdiverd: traduite de I’armenicn par M.
Evariste Prud’homme. — Paris, 1864, p. 24.

% Brosset, Introduction de I'Histoire de la Georgie, p. 111. gaégmgy ebemg 3gby-
a0b agxsto, Ned05. - @. 36sdob obgmbas Lafstmggermembe, ag. 266-268.

33 Journal Asiatique, 1849, tom.2, p.490.
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36m0 90 Gmals Jsmggmo LagyGobo. s3sb IGJdg300 3sddge 9303s,
3gmég pboteg Forepdpmo, Gmdgmbsg Ylmrdmab goodsgabl, gl
030 3ol dnspgamgl, Goegs, Gmgs goboto of 36 0ddbgdmxes,
ol 3s(magms  dmoghmdall Loddggdl. sdsl ogédy eolgmo  gogmgbs
3jebos bymosbby, Gmd Geameg ogoomb gbrows, ol s@Gas-
m0es gogarm Lodgl. dotggmo ggbodmds Gemd Ladmwsdme bym3o
sOhgbes, Rsmambadas Ugmobolsmgol, 3ofggmo  ggboto, Go-

23



ame@ 3od3gmo Latryma, 3sgabaghs Usdlgmmab Lsmddae. Lygmass-
Loy 380b3) avaabsgbos Jodggmo gabato s 33606 33BaGMds Bl
seahfgbos. s8s3) Johggrmols gmgomms 08 eémabrgeme gagms Wagg0-
gl s opdmbo 93580 ml\aong'ans. 3633 gogoor 353, Ged
3380l opdsl s dmogdgdel 3Gagemstn Baasgmgbs djmbos Lajeé-
03gmeb Bambty mbdsmgmBo gsesbabmagdol Lsgdgdo.

BBl G0d 36 ggdomor, s8olosbs dsgammoml  abgrsge  ogom
633mmgmb  Jotiggmol @G, Gmdgmlsg 0sgol gema e Igamdcae
s dGhggmore dgmmos gemo Lmdgba dsdgmyge, Lsbymae G7UBs3.
3300 dodggmoe Lsbgmo gmejams 3G7mabs. 3dsbmsbgy ymgoamms go-
oo gogg Lbzs lLmdgbo, Lsbymoe 3gBGml. 38 s67mabs bmdbol
Fgommdon gogoms, G0 6admmgmbl o6& dmybdes 33bg(30sdo dbo-
0360bghadol dmbalggHo, Gowpgbsg 1810 §. dogmol ofemoal dem-
BaligBgdo g37d8s36. 563 93 LmBbol EsFgGorml BglabaBbagl -
a0l JJmbos Gsady Bomasgmgbs Lmdbgdol ghbge s 363 gode-
9733308 Lmadbgdol Lom@abageBo gomslobemads. sdol dobybo ob
360l, 6md glégme YPBobagzs GHm ggGdm oMol gbso o
Lslgopgmo gmgoms @8 dol s dalo mxsbmdol FeHgl s& asle-
mados, 34350 0]3y moGBgboms s basbzy IbGIMmS. qUg3)
onddol boJstos s 0306y FbaMaGdgmosozolsg. deo sl Bs-
Golbl Lmdbol gho o6 Bgaptgazes, o6 Bamaamos s osgol Laddme-
ongasd bbgs amaoml o6 auesyzebns 37br-aTbremdon. oy Grd
G 0sbbrmpdmegh Ladogpmnde asgasboo I G0, Gaogbagado
©s y3pdo, §3gms Pmb3zy3980 mzommeimmsbo 0J36 3076 s Labe-
3ol 6 Bpeaghedh. sBohmd 3xh( Bglobodbagl By aogmegbab
ojrboghreg xm Bogs sbmre esdneigbare dagsbsboe.

G096 ,,38330L% 3FgMamads, 3-6 bot7b063s, BgmImgtoe Foo-
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35 Viaggi di pietro della Valle, parte 1-a, p. 146, 203.
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03 JHcbogmbBa sddemdl, Gmd 1604 §. shmo jommefas LmAbgdels
aMeagos  Immebgols. GmamAy LRBL  aligmGogdogsb, Lmdbglal
2o3Lsbmgds gLy dmmebgml 393Ga b0l 3mdbroste.

Juégn0 Pdgenfo rmy g 3Mgegy IoG;) Labmdbgoab
LndbRbeg, Goeqbsg 1375 G, 9230389madd3s somgl  gogmogos s
s y30308 gebslybgmo dgeyg Lmdbgdabs, mgmb VI, gmybobosbo.
36000 Lmdbaliasb gMsbaamse sfghomo obBmGos sdob Impgzeo-
boedlb gLy ,,8993m30b 33930l Fpdeamd, asbytomob Lmdbgdol cs-
Lol gmsre, mdghads dson 7dg3stms BOmgzs 203a3968,0 bbgaeablbgs
66 J33463880:  Immebgols, dsmagoal, gmebgmls, baHgols,
§06adls, Ggbgmls, BIsGlgnls @ Lemsogmdo, bLyesy odamy-

%6 Saint-Martin, tom 1, p. 114; - Victor Langlois, Journal Asiatique, 1862, tom 1, p. 529.
%7 Guiliume Samson. Relation de L'etat present de Persie. - Paris, 1695, p. 165; -
Krusinski, Tragica belli Persici Historia, Leopoli, 1740, p. 125, 126
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96 6s3pgzor Ij30p60 Bosboddsl s Jaggbol Jaolagsb 96m0sb
sbm(3zel 73nGdq6.

Gampbsms3-go gazadme momgBel yzgms Fglb0dbsge smdm-
Lagemgool olgméos s dabsghos Fadomado a93mgadago, 336250
30650760 33mg0 Ledbgdol asedmlabmadols LsgstimggmmBa afo-
batrgl 3ghgzodgly Lapzgbols. sdaliomgols 76108 godzsm, 63 Lma-
bRl aaE8mlsbmgds s bLojetimggmmBo  Id330eAds  wigfyose
3phgomdpdy Lagypbol msdrgalb. Sodmpds 3gegdaldgdy Lsgsghol
drgmebay  agFymor, 3536439 sdobe olFmGasdo (3bamae g0
LRsEL. ;gemnbymn dabiombydo ymndghdy aomabeyy, Gmdgmagg Ls-
PGnggmeado 1637 Faml 3mgoms, 933, Gm3 ,,0G0begm eAmgd-
Bo Bm Bokob 3g3¢0 bmdbglo  UabegbRge 3. gl Lmdbglo
Fobeymm AmEas63y LsfstmggmmBo Gmd gmgomoaygbib 1033 y3010-
GRmbo, 33806 gl dabombyto st aBgmms 09 AEMYPTom .

58 Rome et L' Armmie depuis le commencement du [V-¢ siecle jusque en, 1830, parX...p. 63.
% Nuoe temporis ex Armnorum mango quidem numero apud ipsos degentium
(Clemens Galanus, Consi, Eccl. Arm., cum Romania, tom 1. - Rome, 1650, p. 120.).
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Woeghgdl Godsgrmo Babaghe 3gHBy romms 3oy sRIGRL
3p6mgl dagh dgopmgdel Rgarmo g@dgdol 33§ g3gBel). 3oTab go-
obER Mol Lagsdoggmmol bom-sbrmoeg asbaBgbgdemae Bod-sds0bds
2odmababms 3emmdse L3s@lgmado s bmdbgda. m3lgol olgmeas
dm330086m3L  gbége: ,,853-23083> 50.000 JgBo  Joteggmdel
oRobmds Fooggebs s asliabmms TJagebls, Bsbabrgsbls s bo-
bmdbgm8o; bome 3sm  spaoml  aaedmsbabrms  LIaGbgmgde o
bm3b33m“61. bmaboy 3magombEmdgh, GmamG(y dsgsmocse dadrey-
6o, 638 gl Bygare Fogzsbomo Jsdmggmbo 80.000 y308mbo ay3696;
By Bergoghioba(y, Gmaméy dmGgho asdds, 333md36, Gemd Bod-
33sbds 500.000 Lpmo Googzsbs Hyzgom. ogemabymo dobombyho
XAUH™ 3Goghm, 230l mamdaby 16 mJEmadgel 1633 §. Gm3Ba as-
gosbe JPOOL gmcopsb LA ,emgl dogme LsGlgoma  Lagligs
353333xz0:698gma  Johmpgrogdon e dmagmdol gzome Pdsmemgbo
LaBlabgéol sgomado dsm bamBos; egoo eEagebregmo LIsGlgoob

mgs gomos ghoel  Jholgasbo Jedmggmo Jormobs; Gopasb sd
ogo Fmol Gobgm d3ddabo dmgams 9, dmsmbis bastozggme @o

% Maultimamente i Persiani aumentarono Tiflis, la principale citta‘, popolandola
tulta d’ Armeni, dove ¢* introdotto qualche traffico (yagm306g3al séboge Gm3Ba).
(Bofgymo  Goras bmdgbo  m@memgamgdels Gogeb Fpdmges  Ladsboggeadn,
ergd) a6 sthob magagbormo (3.).

¢l Histoire de Kemiski. - Paris, 1687, p. 24 (Gegméy dmsdséndgomng smbodbal,
1edbgdal  Bpdmbgms  Wjboggmndo bepoms, 3603 a6 odrgho  Gammegbemdan,
G oy badghdbgnBn, qtiedadn, WsGlymdn, obrmgmde @ Lbgagsb — 3. ).
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émd 1804 §. Goppbsg go6LBo 3sgmg (30(30930mds JOmase Eas-
dsdbs  LsGLgmado, 33806  LsJeGoggmmdo  gmgomds  Lmdbadols
36b0gdalym3mbds  amdsbgbds Fedmoggzebs gagms edsgoe  Lmdbgde
&gaqohnb Bl éogo-{g.xg'an., bmao BH@omoll dmoyzebs s
fo304qbs 93 ads63n, Lamsg 373365 5600 gddqaboo64.

33 3oedmbsbmadam Lmdbgdl dnmsd 908 0meg6 Lbbzs s
Lbgs dbMomysb bmdbgdo. 1820 §. jormgy dememdse dmgogd dee-
mobl sbmop  asedmUsbmgdymo bmdbgdo, 99 EAML dmbymo bm-
3bcsas6 agm, Gmd gss8gbs &gomolide ghoo j.)ﬁaobq.s“.

bmdbgdol  goedmbobmgdsd Jgtm odogy Bpdme Blgbgdymo
EGmReL Bdramd. Pfob gmggmmgals 6930960 o0 agm dooo gore-
3bsbemads, Gopasb 36 IHel abobo dsmom  3iedmIgagms, 36
ogon adgmadymbo  ay3bgh, esgthmapabsm  magasbee oregodsdy-
gdo s 3368mGgdmrgb, Geos doon 3g(30mgd0bser magzorysb IBGol
3056 doggbpRamo gbs s Fabgds. G7lol Bmaghmds Gy Bgdm-
3oes LsJobmggmmBo, 3s80bzg BoBol bato walgs gzgms obasty-

39y IHGPRL s Ladyrsdome ©Is3yeds T3gopmds, Gm3gm3Bsy dMog

2 gsnobymadol séboge Gmdan, N9, C.

 Engene Flandin, Reviu de deux mondes, tom 4. — Paris, 1851, p.586,

" 0gogy ashgmgdbe - Boagopes mEpbed 9 sMbamob (yngema 26 gmdghes
gdol) el s 3ol Tndmasdpbl. (3..)

* Klaporth. Memoires relatifs a I Asie, tom 1. - Paris, 1826-28, p- 226.

% Gamba, Voyage dans la Russie, tom 2, p. 160.
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Lmdbgdobamgol. s0 33 AL, glg ogo 1828 §. asbz@ol 17-b Lisé-
bgooasb aedmbabmeat bajsGaggmnde 8249 oxobods, 40,000
LBy dgtho. 3mlLGOsgpdgmo 33dmbobemads o3im  Bglabadbago
d70-436s @lbdsmgmoEash. momgdal gHomash a3y bado Logsdm
36e-gob(30s  dsnaBgoob, sBHPL s gedlobs. sbEmAL  JoMsdgd
330b-3m-3mbds oo Jdol ghc0s6 Fadmogzsbs 0ad JewsJBo gmegommo
bmdbgdo. odomds Gogbzds 353Gue aamssFomds 03 EAMBo L3sGly-
oob  asp-dnbsbmadamol Lmdbpdal Goibgls, Gamasb 0d EAML
1829 Gomb mldsmpmogst asedmbygmo bedbgdal Gogbge sgoms
70,000 Upmedey. B Botol 414 mgsbe gsmngmogy oyemS. so

336306132 @AbAYmEs bmdbgel Lsdstomggmmde aseimlabmads. o

% Dulaurier, Socie’te’ Arme’nienne du XIX sie‘cle, Revue des D=ux Mondes, tom,
6, 1854, p. 217; - gaégmgg obomg: Recueil d’acles et documents relatifs a
I'Arme’nie, 3mbgm3Bo sdgdeame 1833 Faml; - Journal Asiatigue, tom. 1, 1834,
P. 322; - Buge’ne Flandin, Revue des Deux Mondes, tom. 2, 1851, p. 660.
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The Armenians writers found a good way to reach their goal of
making Georgia Armenian populated territory. If you ask Armenian
writers, - they say that, they have moved to Georgia from ancient
times, Since the 5™ century, ... which means, from the beginning of
the glory of ancient Georgia. In their opinion, if anything
extraordinary, important and praiseworthy happened in Georgian
history, it happened either by Armenians, or with their help and
influence. If there were any famous warlords, they were either
Armmenians, or descendants of Armenians; if not all, most of the
outstanding persons of Georgia, like Ivane and Zakana
Mkhargrdzelis, were Armenians. So they try their best to make
everybody Armenian or ascribe everything to their skills and
abilities.

If the history of Georgia or the foreign historians say anything
and show us sufficient evidences about migration of Armenians to
Georgia from the ancient times, of course, would not be right, if we
refuse that. But neither our history, nor the history of other countries
shows us anything clear in this regard. If this is true, our historians or
the historians of other countries undoubtedly would have mentioned
anything about that.

It appears that one famous Armenian writer, in order to
convince everybody, with only one movement of his pen on the
paper, as they say, proved everything in “Mshak” newspaper in
1897, in Nol137. According to him, at the time of Tamar the Queen
and King Giorgi the first, even in the centurics before them,
Armenians moved to Georgia and most of the inhabitants of
Georgian towns were Armenians. They say that all historians and
travelers of that time prove this. However, he cites as witnesscs only
4 people, like: Pietro della Valle, Chardin, Tournefort, Ioseliani and
Vaidenbaum. Everybody know well that these are the travelers and
writers of the 17th, 18 and 19" centuries, they wrote the things they
saw at that time, except Chardin, who, together with contemporary
events wrote some old events as well.



We have to admit that, this newly appeared author thought that
the readers of his article are ignorant, as he proves his words with
arguments that have nothing to do with what he says. If these
travelers have said anything about the circumstance of that time, i. e.
about any migration of Armenians in those days, it would be possible
to justify that. But unfortunately for him and fortunately for us, these
travelers say nothing about any Armenian migration, neither
before18th century, or in 18-19 centuries. And here is what they tell
about the Armenians in Georgia at that time. For example, Pietro
della Vale in his report about Georgia to the Roman Pontiff Urban
the 8® in 1627, when he speaks about the Georgian noblemen, says
only two words about the Armenians of Georgia: *“‘but they left
foreigners, as Armenians, Jews, a lot of whom are in their country,
and others like them™'. There is not mentioned tenth or fifth century,
or Armenians’ migration that B.A. Sarukhan wants to evidence with
the words of Della Valle. This traveler only mentions the Armenians,
who were in Georgia at that time, whom he calls foreigners and
compares them with Jews and other peoples of foreign origin. It
seems that Mr. Sarukhan has not even read the letters of Pietro Della
Valle travel. '

Neither Chardin evidences, as Mr. A.S. tries to prove that
Armenians moved to Georgia in the 5%, 10® and 12" centuries, as the
words of this traveler concern only the situation of the 17® century
and there is no any mentioning about the Armenians’ migration.
Here are his words: “In Georgia we see Armenians, Greeks, Jews,
Mohammedans... and Europeans. There are so many Armenians that
their number is greater that of the Georgians, They are richer and in
general they are small craftsmen and have lower professions™?. It is
clear to everybody that this evidence of Chardin concerns the 17%
century, when he himself passed via Georgia.

Though, the words of Chardin himself that “in Georgia their
number is greater that that of the Georgians,” is not easy to accept, it
needs to be studied and proved, but as we do not talk about total
number of the Armenians of that time in Georgia, we will not

! Propaganda Archives Informacione della Georgia data a Urbano VI, da Pietro
dela Valle, I'anno 1627.
2 Chardin, Voyage en Perse, partie 1-ere. - Amsterdam, 1711, p. 123.
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research this subject here. We will only give a passing mention that
the number of Armenians in Georgia is not greater than that of
Georgians even today, so, how could it be greater in those days? And
this will be true. even if we count every Gregorian as an Armenian
and not count two third of them as natural Georgians.

To justify what Mr. A.S. says it is necessary to submit
evidences, which mentions time. Such evidences are impossible to
find in any European wrilers’ writings; these wrilers, instead of this
describe completely other things. Mr. Sarukhan has no other sources
than the Armerian writers themselves, who are talking about this
subject. But we cannot easily accept the evidences of the Armenian
writers, as authentic historical facts, as it is merely a secret for
anybody that il is hard to find truth in the Armenian writers’
writings, especially if they talk about other people, or about the
subject, that in iny way concemns praising their nation. Their writers
often lack the truth. The same opinions have the European writers
who studied the: tales, written by the Armenians. Their reasons are
not so groundlcss, moreover now, when the scientists completely
undermined the Armenian history, finding necessary to destroy and
rebuild it. Everybody knows that Movses from Khoren till now was
considered as the writer of the 5® century and he was considcred the
father of the Armenian history’. Almost all writers of the Armenian
history rely on him, but now the fate of this famous historian has
been totally changed. The scientists have found the new sources,
published in 1892 in Venice by the Mkhitarists themselves, and now
they pluck it as they wish. That's how they show us this
circumstance: “Mr. Carrier tears that false ostrich - Movses from
Khoren without pity, which earlier was flying above the top of the
religious historv of Armenians, and now, as a simple rook will be
thankful to take even a low place at the beginning of the 8"
century”™,

3 Today Movses of Khoren is considered the historian of the 5* century. However
there are also other assumptions; the part of rescarchers consider him as the author
of VI-VH centuries, some VII century, others name him Lhe historian of VI
century. Michael Tamarashvili writes “Mose Khomeli” and we leave it also in the
lext. Now in Georgian it is accepted to write “Movses Khorenalsi” and we loo write
so-B.A.

* Journal Asiatique - Paris, 1895, tom 2, p. 94.



To invalidate Mose, they cite Carrier’s following evidence:
“Carrier’s excellent consideration about the genealogies of Movses
from Khoren and his patriarchs nullified the truth (authenticity) of
the story about the Armenian origins by Movses. Carrier flatly made
clear that Mar Abbas Katina, - Syrian historian named and invented
by Movses from Khoren for being his source, as he wanted to tell
facts nobody had heard before; his fantastic description he covered
with the authority of a Syrian historian®.

Nor the story of Movses is right in which he says that Mesroph
bad invented Armenian, Georgian and Albanian characters. First of
all, Saintt-Martin completely denies that Mesroph had compound the
alphabet for Albanians. According to him, if the invention of
alphabet by Mesroph was true, there would have been even a little
trace left; moreover, until today nothing like this has been
discovered.

The issue of the Armenian Alphabet, which according to
Movses and most of the Armenian historians, are invented by
Mesroph, is researched by other scientists. Some of them say that he
introduced only vowels, and some — completely deny that be had
invented it; they say that the alphabet by Mesroph is taken from
Mesopotamia as an outcome of Mesroph’s many travels and
searches®.

“Kartlis Tskhovreba” (“Life of Kartli) describes in details,
how Georgia was flourishing politically and economically in the fifth
century, and particularly when the King Vakhtang ruled the country.
This epoch is considered as the best period of our history. Exactly
this century was chosen by Armenians to misappropriate all the glory
of that time in Georgia. As according to Movses Khoreneli, Mesroph
came to Georgia in 5" century, he invented Georgian alphabet and by
means of the force, that he got from the Celestial Power, he made
Bakur as the King and Moses as the bishop to accept the alphabet; at
the end he established a school, for training the children and before

5 Journal Asiatique, 1892, t 2, p. 86.
6 Compare: Cappeletti Venezia, Boré, Bfttens, Desscn Vermuch, Journal Asiatique.
- Paris, 1836, tom 1, p. 215.

8



leaving Georgia, he left Ter Kordzen and Mose Daroneli as
teachers’.

Curion®, who describcd Movses’ biography, tells about this
morc. “After a while, - says Curion”, - religious Mesrop, by special
divine power given to him, decided to create Georgian alphabet in
the barbarian country... For this purpose together with several pupils
he went to Georgia. At the very moment he arrived, he visited Bakur
the King and Moses, the Bishop of the country. The King with his
nation and communities fully obeyed to the God’s religion. The
Saintt showed the alphabet, he had found and tried every possible
way to make them agree and introduce these letters. Everybody
agreed with his demand.

The most of Armenian writers repeat these fairy tales until
today and spread this false idea of creating the Georgian alphabet by
Armenians even in Europe®.

Mesrop forgot only one thing — to instill in Georgians the
spirit! If he did so, he would be equal of their Creator (the God). Is it
possible to do more than this? Mesrop has invented their Alphabet’,
he brought education, he saved them from the captivity of devil,
taught the God’s religion and turned barbarian Georgians into the
God’s worshipers!!! What an ingratitude are these Georgians, that
they do not consider Mesroph the second Saintt Andria, or Saintt
Nino, - the second enlightener of Georgia! It is strange, how the
Armenians could tolerate this! Who said that the Georgians were
barbarians? (It would be easy to excuse if the Greeks or any other
ancient educated tribe said so). Who said that the Georgians at that
time were the slaves of the pagan devil, forgetting the only God and
Christ’s religion, which they had received from Saintt Nino? Wasn't
it the contrary of this that the same Armenians named Moses, the
Bishop of Georgia? Could the pagans have a bishop? Wasn’t it the
contrary of their own history, where they write, though groundlessly,

7 Mose Khoreneli (Movses from Khoren), History, Book 3, Chapler 54.

Armcman historian (V century), author of "History of Mashtolts — B. A.

Scc ‘Bessarione”. - Roma, 1899, # 35-36, p. 473; Also “Iveria”, 1902, # 201.

* Today it is proved: this tale is inserted lately by the Armenian scribes in the
history of Mashtots. The ongmahly of Georgian alphabet is scientifically studied, it
takes its origins from the 7* century - B.A.



that from the time of Grigol the Enlightener Armenia was blessing
the Patriarch of Georgia? If everybody had abandoned Christian
religion and returned to paganism, then who would need the
patriarch, blessed by the Armenians? Let’s look at this in more
details. Though the Persians tried very much to spread fire-worship
in Georgia, they were not very successful because the nobles, as our
history evidences, were always against’. If we examine the history,
we will see that the Persians were spreading fire-worship more easily
in Armenia than in Georgia. It is clear also from the fact that an
Armenian Vasken, Shushanik’s spouse, abandoned Christianity and
began fire-worship, and because of that he tortured his wife,
Shushanik'®. Taking this fact into consideration, if Mesroph was so
excited with the love of the God, first, he had to save his Armenians
from the paganism and worship of devil, and after could accord such
a kindness to Georgia too.

Armenians call the Georgians of the 5™ century barbarians. If it
is true, the Armenian writers have to prove that Armenia of those
times was educated and Georgians lacked education, for which called
barbarians.

We will not continue in order to prove the contrary. We only
will cite that Movses of Khoren clearly acknowledges.

When Movses reproaches the earlier governors of Armenia, saying
that they had not passed their excellent deeds to their posterity in written
form, he asks, what was the reason of such a blameworthy behavior;
maybe it happened because they did not have their own alphabet
However, they could use Greek, Syrian or Persian alphabet. “As I think,
the reason of such a behavior was that, - says he, - the Armenians before,
like today, did not love neither science, nor old laic oral songs and
canticles. That's why it will be inappropriate to tell anything in this
concemn to a thoughtless, uneducated and illiterate people”™”.

? KARTLIS TSKHOVREBA (LIFE OF KARTLID), Sccond Edition of Z.
Tchitchinadze, Book one. - Tbilisi, 1897, p. 149, 155.

19 1dem, Book two, p. 229. This is an erroneous opinion/misconception. Varsken
was Georgian. So it is accepted in the scientific lilerature - B.A.

1! Here we cite the translation in Italian of the same Mkhitarists themselves: Ma
parmi che anticamente, come né ora, gli Armeni non amassero la scienza, né I cant
della trodizione: ogni gli € superfluo dire piu distesamente di gente irragionevole,
neghottosa e incivile (Storia di Mose Corenaze. Lib. 1-i, cap. 3, p. 7).
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Though the Armcnians have no reason to refuse what their
teacher said about the Armenian nation, we give them complete
liberty to appreciate as they want For this we are asking: is
Movses’s saying false or truc? If they answer that it is false, they will
be obliged to recognize clearly that their history is false; their past
and all of their ancient glory is false, because all their ancient history
mostly relies on the history of Movses. And if they tell us that what
he says is the truth, then we will answer: then how could it happen
that this thoughtless, uneducated and illiterate and negligent
Armenian nation who detested every kind sciences, had brought out
Georgia from the darkness of paganism and gave every elements of
enlightenment?

Let’s admit that Mesrop was a very educated person. Then the
question comes, how he could bring Armenia from illiteracy so
quickly and so easily, that he even went to Georgia in order to
educate other people like Georgians? Did not they tell him, that he
needs first to eclucate his own nation and after come to teach us?

The above mentioned scholars researched that in fact Mesrop
was the public figure of 8" century, who invented alphabet for
Armenians and if not Mesrop, Armenians were living in the darkness
eflliteracy.

Accordinz to the Armenian history Saint-Martin says that
Mesroph came to Georgia in 408; Chamchyan — 410; and honorable
Mose Janashvili (unfortunately, in such a subject we are naming him
t00) notes that Mesroph introduced the Nuskhuri alphabet in 434-436'2.

Let’s note that no history mentions that Bakur was the king of
Georgia in the fifth century. One king Bakar was in the years 342-
364 and Varaz-Bakar — in 379-393. But who Bakur is, converted and
enlightened by Mesroph in the 5" century, we do not know. This
once again accords to ability of Armenians to invent “historical
persons”’.

Inventionn of characters, education and enlightenment of
people, their conversion (o a religion and their establishment in their
religion is the main and important thing for a nation, which is
precious to ary nation. Whoever makes this, this circumstance

12 «SHORT HISTORY OF GEORGIA" of Mose Janashvili. - Thilisi, 1884, p. 37.
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influences a nation very much, and the nation will consider
unforgivable sin to forget its enlightener and not to mention him in
the history. “Kartlis Tskhovreba” [“Life of Kartli] tells nothing
about this, describing all the circumstances of the fifth century in
details, and almost more extensively than the history of other times'’.

We want to ask the Armenian writers, if invention of Georgian
alphabet and enlightenment of Georgians by Mesroph is the truth,
how can complete dumbness of our history about such an important
subject be explained? This may be explained easily by Armenians.
But we can explain silence of our history by the words of Brosset: “It
is Saint Martin, who has spread this thought (introduction of
Georgian alphabet by Mesroph), expressed by Movses, which is
supported and repeated by all the Armenian historians. But the
Georgians absolutely deny this. And against this, in one manuscript,
which several years ago is given to the Asian Society, Teimuraz, the
King's son and scientist claims that the Georgian letters are invented
by the King Pamavaz the First. And he adds that the King, educated
in religious and laic sciences had a will that in his nation everybody,
- clergymen and militaries have their own characters, and that’s why
he differed characters and style”'4,

About this subject we have one completely undoubted
argument, which, until today, is not denied by anybody. This is
introduction of Georgian alphabet by Pamnavaz the 1*. ‘Kartlis
Tskhovreba” and other histories clearly explain this issue. The
Armenians, Mkhitarists in particular, agree with this, but with some
difference. They say, that alphabet made by Parnavaz is Mkhedruli
(military) and not Khutsuri (clerical); and they misappropriate
introduction of the clerical one. We can say without exaggeration
that Georgia from that time had begun getling education and civility,
though the scientists say that Georgia had unknown to us alphabet
even before Parmavaz, as this is very ancient nation, contemporary of
the Flood". They consider this opinion reliable. We will not follow
it. We will be content with the things, which are clear for everybody.

13 See: D.Z. Bakradze's “HISTORY OF GEORGIA". - Tbilisi, 1889, p. 159.
14 Brosset. “Journal Asiatique”, 1836, tom I, p. 204.
% Ibid.
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Everybody knows well that one alphabet could satisfy all the
requirements of every country and nation, - spiritual and material,
present and future. We know also that it is very uncommon that one
nation has two somehow different alphabets. Now we ask every
honest and reasonable Armenian scientist to show us, which
nccessity of Georgia requested creating and having another kind of
alphabet? I.e. who forced or what necessity and reason had Mesroph,
to come inflamed to Georgia for creating another kind of alphabet,
when this country already had its own one? Was not it more
appropnate to enrich Armenia with such two kinds of Alphabet and
after share with Georgia the obtained treasure? The Armenian writers
are forced to admit that Mesroph had no ground and necessity to
come to Georgia for creating another kind of alphabet. And if we see
in Georgia two kinds of alphabets from the ancient times, it is more
reasonable and easy to believe, to ascribe both of them, according to
the opinion of King Teimuraz's son, King Parnavaz, who had first
satisfied the necessity of having alphabet by creating one alphabet
and after had developed and embellished our language by adding
Khutsun (clerical) letters. The same is proved by the old Georgian
coins in St. Petersburg Museum, which evidence that they are ancient
and existed before Christianizing Georgia and on which with
Khutsuri letters is written:

JOBOGE BEEGE, BEAKG G, (M0, (4L PREKL: 16

Also we consider necessary to name that ancient Book of the
Epistles (Lectionary), which was translated in 399. Of course, the
Georgian alphabet, used at that time had to be created long before the
Epistle was written'’

We will not try to search at what degree is groundless lhc idea
that one person create an alphabet for another foreign tribe, he
doesn’t know its language and pronunciation as this is contrary to the
experience and the science unanimously denies this. The scientists on
the contrary of this affirm that before coming of Arians Georgian
language was spread also in Great Armenia, and because of this they

16 See: History of Iveria from the Beginning. .. by Teimuraz, in St. Petersburg, 1848, p. 116.
17 §ee: Chronicles by T. Jhordania, Book two. - Thilisi, 1897, page 1V.
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introduced many Georgian verses to Armenian, that proves
advantage and older age of Georgian in comparison with
Armenian'®,

It would be appropriate, to name here the book of an Armenian
writer Grigol Khalatyants “Epos in the History of Armenia of
Movses from Khoren”, where the author totally distorts the history
of Movses from Khoren.

We gave more attention to the invention of Georgian alphabet
because we wanted to show clearly the falsehood of the history of
Armenia towards Georgia. Such kind of falsehood of Armenian
writers we will meet in plenty other places too. We mentioned above
that Armenians have talent to misappropriate and make everything
Armenian. Thus Armenians according to Movses’s evidence,
introduce Albanians as Armenians and considered them their
descendants. Here we cite what says an orientalist Saint-Martin about
this fact: “It is very hard to believe that Aghovanians, or Albanians
are considered as the descendants of Armenians”'’. When so many
falsehood and mistakes had been ascribed to Saint-Martin, Brosset
and other scientists elevated to heavens, so it is nothing to say about
Armenian writers. Saint-Martin when talking about Artashes First
denies his victory over Greece and Asia where as Armenian
historians in contrary describes these so called “events. This is how
he evaluating the behavior of armenian historians: It is very easy to
believe that each of this surprising victories was invented by some
Armenian historians, who wishing too much glory, would easily
suppress the truth in order to praise sons of their race”?.

Saint-Martin himself, while speaking about the Armenians in
the fourth century, names Armenian historian a gossiper and tale-

'* Reviue de linguistique par J.A. Gatteyras. — Paris, 1881, Julliet, vol. 14, p 285.
Let’s don’t forget that the scienlists now consider Georgian representative of
Allarodians’ language.

1 Memories historiques et geograohiques sur I’ Armenie par Saint Martin, tom I. -
Paris, 1818-1819, p 215.

# [ est probable que touts ces brilliants conquetes auraient ete imagines par
quelques historiens Armeniens qui, trop. zeles pour la gloire de leur pays, n’auraient
pas crint de trahir Ja verite pour flatter la vanite de leurs compatriots (Idem, p. 291).
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teller: “Mesroph, the historian of the 10" century described life of the
Saint Nerses, full of tales and invented facts™?,

Though Saint-Martin often remembers Chamchian’s history,
he does not hid: his mistakes, openly recognizes and in many places
criticizes him if necessary;, moreover, he thinks his chronicles are
completely false?.

In the letter of Agathangelo NoS of historical catalogue of
Echmiadzin manuscripts, published by Brosset, there is one letter of
engagement of Conslantine the Great and King Trdat. It is mentioned
there that King Constantine subordinated to Trdat, among other
kings, Georgian King Mirian as well, and by this made Trdat the
ruler of all Orient as he himself was the ruler of all west. Everybody
clearly can see how false and contrary to all histories was this story,
invented by Annenians.

The missionaries in Armenia wrote in one of their reports
about the falsehood of Armenian writers: “As Armenians are smart
in creating fabulous histories, in their martyrlogy they cited a history
full of surprising fairy tales™?.

Based on such falsified descriptions Armenian writers want to
prove to the world that Armenians had moved to Georgia from the
ancient times. We are quite sure about falsity of of Armenians as the
always avoid the truth.. That's why we cannot accept what tells
Matthew from Edes about moving Armenians by David the Second®
to Georgia. For example, we cannot accept his saying: many
Armenians gathered at the King David’s, who in Georgia established
a town for them and named it Kora; there he built many churches and
monasteries for them. We cannot accept this as a historical truth, as
our history teclls nothing about such an excellent and very
praiseworthy behaviour of our king; our history had no justification,
reason and intcrest to hide such a particular thing. The writers of

2! Meshrob. Historicn du X-¢ sidcle écrit une vie de S. Ners?s, remplie de fables et
de faits controvers (Jounal Asiatique, 1830, tom I, p. 173).

2 5. Mantin, tom. }, p. 404. _
B Les Armeniés, sertile en histoire fabuleouses, en ont fait une dans Martyrologie

touts des plus extravagantes a son sujet (Memoire du Levant. Lettres édifiantes at

curieuses écrites des Missions entangéres, tom 3. p. 52).
% This must be David the 4", Aghmashencbeli. Is or not Kora Gon, still is 1o be

dctcrmined - B.A.
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foreign tribes describe quite in details the wars and other
circumstances of David the Second, but they say nothing about this
migration. We cannot accept also David creating the town of Gori in
Georgia. If it is the truth there had to be mentioned anything about
this in the history of Georgia. Vakhushti wrote in his geography: It is
not known by who has built Gori; but in “KartlisTskhovreba” is
written that Erecle the Caesar named it Tonthi"?. Strabon’s
geographical description proves that Gori is an ancient town, in
which he calls it Gorsenna. Many other European writers evidence,
that this Gorsenna is Gori itself and nothing else; for example, Cesar
Famin says: “Position of Gori indicates ancient Gorsenna, mentioned
by Strabon”"*.

If Armenians adhered to David and entered his service, this
was not for the purpose of moving to Georgia, but for intention of
saving their native country. Again the Armenian writers and Saint-
Martin evidenced about this?.

Not less falsehood is found in Injijiyan’s” History of Armenia.
This migrated writer armenified everybody. For example: he says
that the inbabitants of Tbilisi are Armenians and there live some
Georgians and foreigners too; first church of Armenians in Thbilisi
was built in 632**. He also appropriated Samtskhe to the Armenians.
He says — Akhaltsikhe is in Great Armenia on the border of Georgia;
In Ivlita (near Akhaltsikhe) live Armenians; after the fall of the
Principality of Armenia Samtskhe became the refuge of Armenian
princes, many Armenians moved to them and most of the inhabitants
of the v111agcs there are Armenians, who adopted Georgians’ habits
and language®.

For rejecting these gossips we would like to introduce the
same author to the Armenians, they introduced against us. This is
Frederick Montpereux, who, by the way tells about Samtskhe:
“Georgian tribe always had the Pashate of Akhaltsikhe, as its

z Vakhushu GEOGRAPHIC DESCRIPTION OF GEORGIA, p. 246.
2 La position de Gori indique l’ancienne Gorsenna don’t Strabon fait mention
(Césa: Famin, p. 31; See also: Gamba. Vojage dans la Russie, tom. 2, p. 115.
7 Saint-Martin. Memoires, tom. I, p. 387.
It must be Intchitchiyan — B.A.
** This date is not evidenced by the sources - B.A.
%8 Journal Asiatique, 1834, tom L, p. 458-460.

16



homeland... because of what the Georgians in their Chronicles
affirm that first it was theirs and almost all the towns of there were
built by them. The evidence of this historical fact is the local true
race, which, during thousands of years, against all circumstances,
stayed Georgian tribe forever?.

If we go in details, we can show many different examples of
Armenian historians’ falsehood about such subjects. But we think
only some are enough. Because even they clearly show us what is the
price of those Armenian histories, which tell about the movement of
Armenians to Georgia and their presence here.

The Armenians cite “Kartlis Tskhovreba” to prove their
migration to Georgia from the ancient times. If the history of Georgia
is not different for us and Armenians, it has to be the same for
everybody, this history of ours tell nothing about the migration of
Armenians to Georgia. Instead of this it says many other things about
relations and adventures of these two tribes befallen on them by the
enemies of Christianity. For example, tells about hostility of
Armenians and Georgians, struggle for extermination of each other;
describes how they join each other for struggle against a common
enemy and also all disasters that these two nations have got from the
enemies of Christianity. But from the description of this kind it is not
shown at all that the Armenians moved to Georgia and the most of
the inhabitants of Georgian towns were Armenians. It is true that
somelimes they were entering and occupying some provinces of
Georgia with violence, but this was temporarily and not for long
period. The same was done by Georgians while occupying several
territories in Armenia. It is evident to everybody that this is another
thing and immigration and establishment forever is another.

B Le pachalik d’ Akhaltsikhe a toujours ete reclame par la race georgicnne ou Kartli
comme faisant partic de ses domaincs... Les Georgicns s'altribucnt par consequent
dans leurs chroniques la possession premicre et la foundation de presque toutes les
villes de ces hauts vallees.

La preuve la plus claire de ce fait histirique, est — la: la race indigene, la race
autochtone pour ainsi dire, malgre des millicrs d*annees, est toujour georgienne...(F.
Dubois de Montpercux, Voyage autour du Caucase, tom 1. - Paris 1839, p. 274). -
Sce also History of Georgia by Bakradze, p. 189. — Vivien de S. Martin, Nouveau
Dictionnaire de Geographic, lom 2. - Paris, 1839, p. 457.
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The history shows the contrary: i.e. not movement of
Armenians to Georgia, but movement of Georgians to Armenia, as
the Georgians have moved to Armenia in 1022 and have had their
bishop there. This is evidenced by Aristakes®®, a writer of
Armenians. 25® Article of King Vakhtang’s Law, in which there
was mentioned the provinces under the rule of Georgian Catholicos:
among these are named An, Kars and Azrum®'. Of course these
would be Georgian Bishoprics, if not, what right would have
Georgian Catholicos to rule the Armenians? The Arabian writers
evidence themselves that when Georgians entered Armenian town
Arjich (ville d’ Ardjick), the local inhabitants were forced to build a
church for Georgians in the castle, where they began to ring the bells.
This happened in 1121%2.

Let’s do not forget that in 1631 Lambert, a famous missionary,
on his way to Georgia, when he passed via Azrum, saw several
villages of Georgians in Arzrum and around it, where they still had
their Georgian bishop, called Azrumeli*>. When a state obtains a
pew country, it settles its nation in it according to the time and
circumstances. It is very rare to deport native persons from the newly
conquered country. This happens mostly because of hostlity, as
Shah Abbas did during occupation and devastation of Georgia.

The fact that Zakaria and Ivane Mkhargrdzelis’ entered the
service of the King of Georgia says nothing to prove that Armenians
moved to Georgia from the ancient times. We know from the same
Armenians that these two famous persons were Kurds, and not
Armenians. Moreover, they had practiced the religion of Armenians
and later Ivane abandoned it. If their behaviour had any influence on
the migration of Armenians, the history, written in detail, would not
skip it. Their entering the service of the Georgian King was not
accidental and was caused by a special situation and their personal
dignity. That’s why this circumstance would not have any influence
on the Armenian nation and its migration. This is proved also by

% Histoire d’Armenie par Arisdaques de Lasdiverd: traduite de 1'armenien par M.
Evariste Prud’homme. - Paris, 1864, p. 24.

3 Brosset, Introduction de H'istoire de la Georgie, p. 111; See also Muskhetis
Gujari, #405. — D. Bakradze's HISTORY OF GEORGIA, p. 266-268.

32 Journal Asiatique, 1849, tom 2, p. 490.

32 See OUR HISTORY OF CATHOLICISM, p. 111.
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many similar examples. Georgians have participated in the affairs of
Persia for many times and had excellent posts too in ministries and
also in other high services, as the First Judge of Esfahan, who was
often Georgian, the heir of the Georgian throne, before he came to
rule himself. But such a circumstance had never incited the desire of
Georgian nation to move to Persia in groups, though one or two
persons had moved there.

Even in the Ottoman Empire Georgians had supreme posts and
even were greal viziers. Pietro della Valle gives us one example of
this, who in 1614 saw one 90-years old Georgian eunuch in Istanbul.
His name was Mehmed Pasha, named the Second Vizier, whom they
called kaimakan, i.e. vizier’s substitute, as in absence of the vizier he
govemed the State affairs. They say, he had such an influence on the
Sultan, that he was able to govemn affairs as he wanted. For staying
the first Vizier forever, he persuaded the King to sent the First
Vizier, as the First Warlord to the struggle against Persia. Sultan had
sent the First Vizier to the war and the Second became the First
Vizier. All best and biggest ships in the Ottoman Empire also
belonged to this Georgian®. But we know well that this glory and
power had no influence upon the Georgian people in their movement
to the Ottoman Empire.

In other words, we see such an example during Napoleon the
First's rule. He had a favourite friend and adviser ~ an Armenian
Mameluke named Rustam. His first name was Aruthina. There was
also another Armenian Petros. Thanks to the Armenian Aruthina,
Napoleon did rot eliminate the Monastery of Mkhitarists in Venice
in 1810, when he closed down all the monasteries in Italy*. Neither
this excellent situation of this Armenian had any influence on the
Armenian nation and did not cause migration of Armenians to
France. The reason of this is the fact that this was the case of one
person and his merit and it did not expand out of his family. We can
tell the same about Zakaria and Ivane Mkhargrdzelis. Their authority
did not compel the Armenians to move to another place out of their
country in groups. Even if they had friends, relatives and servants in

M viaggi di pielro della Valle, parte 1-a, p. 146, 203.
3 Dulaurier, *'La saciete Armenienne au X1X siécle”, Revues de Deux Mondes, tom.
6. - Paris, 1854, p. 247.
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Georgia, their number would not have been so great as to cause
migration process. That's why they could not have had great
influence on the country where they had newly settled.

As Mr. Sarukhan, a writer of “Mshak”, persistently declared :
“All the historians and travellers confirm without a hitch the fact that
from the ancient times the most part of the inhabitants of Georgian
towns and, Thilisi in particular, were Armenians, and to prove this he
named above-mentioned two-three travellers, who bhad said nothing
about the immigration of the Armenians, because of this we
thoroughly researched almost all the writings of the writers and
travellers of the Middle Ages, but found no evidences, proving
Sarukhan’s opinion. From his words we can see how they try to
dazzle the readers and cheat them. So with the purpose of unmasking
him once and for all, we give here as a note all the writers and
travellers who said nothing in strengthening Sarukhans position®.

3¢ Thietmarus (Peregrinators Medii cevi. M. Laurent) In 1217 he made know Europe
quite well that the Georgians respect St. George, are strong in the war and harm
greatly the Saracens; - Wilbrandus, 1215. The Traveller; - 1246. Relation de voyage
de Jean Du Plan Carpin;-1247. This one, as he passed via Tbilisi, took Pater
Guishard Dominican because of his knowledge of Italian language, and after 7
months returned again to Tbilisi; - In 1253 Voyage de Fr. Guillaume de Rubruquis et
Tatarie; - 1257. Kburk Haython. This ope in bis descripion mentioned many
strange things, seen by him in Georgia; - 1279. Marci Paul Veneti itinerarium. - His
father had travelled in 1250-1271; this one also tells many surprising things of
Georgia, by the way he says that the Georgians are beautiful and very smart in the
war, they have many towns and castles: they have the best silk all over the world and
make the best precious brocade; -~ 1309. F. Ricardi, itinerarium peregrinationis; -
1319. Viaggio in Persia di Marco Cormnaro; - 1318. Viaggie del Beato F. Odorico; -
1332. Viaggio de Jean de Mandeville, Chevalier Anpglais; -1336. Voyage de
Guillaume Bouldeselle; - 1413. Viaggio del marchese d’Este; - 1424. Viaggio di
Nicilo Conti;- 1425. Viaggio de Zeno Dracone; - 1436 — 1445. Viaggio Joscpha
Barbero; - 1463. Viaggio de Lazaro Quirini; - 1464- 1464. Viaggio d'Andrea
Cornaro; — 1468. Viaggio de Domenico del Camreto;- 1469 Viaggio di Niccolo da
Cordizzo;- 1472. Viaggio di Caterino Zeno; - 1473. Jozapha Barbaro. His second
travel; - 1474. Brtholomeo Limpardo;- 1475. Paolo Ognibene; - 1485. Giovanni
Dario; - 1485. Pietro Bembo; - 1485. Luca Sofrano; - 1502. Constantino Laschiari; -
1514. Donato de Leze; - 1572. Vincenzo Alexsandro; - 1572. Balbi Theodoro. The
list of most of these authors is already published in “Mtskemsi” #5 1902. We
mention also several letters, studied by us, which talk about the Orient: Verdizzoti
Francesco, de’ fatti vebeti; - Cornet, Le guerree dei Veneti nell’ Asia, - Coriolano
Cippico, De Bello Asiatico, - Alberi Belazioni degli Ambasciatori veneti. - Morelli,
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And the King Alexander the First in one of his charters
mentions 10 Armenian families, in the side of Traleti, when he
renews confirmation of belonging of all the estates, sacrificed to his
ancestors, to the Church of Mtskheta®’.

But we have all the reasons to consider them the kind of
Armenians, about whom Vakhusht, while describing Borchalo, says:
“The habitants of these places are Armenians by their religion, and
few by the religion of Kartli, but their behaviour and habits are
Georgian™®. We have no doubt that such kind of Armenians belong
to the Georgian tribe, as commonly it is noticed that wherever the
Armenians go, they do not abandon their habits and traditions and
not change those of others. By the way, the traveller Gamba also
evidences that in Georgia the Armenians do not become like
Georgians and is different from them with their habits and
traditions™.

All of us could clearly witness it of to observe the Armenians
who moved to Georgia a century ago, who have not abandoned their
customs, traditions and morals. Even today, they are the same
Armenians like a century ago, when they moved here. This fact gives
us a ground to consider Georgian those who practice Armenian
religion, but possessing Georgian habits and traditions. The points of
view that there are the also Gregorian Georgians among all Georgian
nation first was introduced by B. Kldia® in Iveria in 1902, and after
him same year by B.A. Khakhanashvili, - the Professor of Moscow
Lazarev’s Institute of Oriental Languages in the Russian newspaper
“Kavkaz”. Also B. Las touched upon this issue in the Daily Iveria on
January 17, 1904.

Disertatione intorno ad alcuni viaggiatori Yeneziani, - Manuzio, Viaggi fatti da
Venczia alla Tana, - Beckmann, Histories Lileraire des anciens voyages. - Such a
lot of authors say much or less about Georgia, but they say nothing about being of
Armenians there.

3 Brosset. Introduction, p. 117.

% Geography of Vakhushti, DESCRIPTION OF GEORGIA, p. 145; See also:
“IVERIA”, 1901, # 119; 1902, ## 149, 154, 170 and 175.

% Voyage de Gamba, tom 2. - Paris, 1826, p. 188: - See also “Mission scientifique
en Perse” par J. de Morgan, vol. L - Paris, 1894, p. 58; - and OUR HISTORY OF
CATHOLICISM, p. 235, 236.

* Petre Mirianashvili (1860-1912) — Georgian publicist - B.A.
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However, we do not intend to deny that Armenians lived in
Georgia from the ancient times as this would contradict with the
general historical fact. We agree with this fact and accept all
circumstances characteristic for one or another neighboring country.
Trade and communication between two neighbors is more frequent
than those, with the other remote nations. It is clear that due to their
neighborhood, Georgians and Armenians have always communicated
with each others. Tbilisi was an important trade city in the past,
laying on the route between Europe and Asia. Mainly for the
purposes of transportation by sea or ocean, Tbilisi was something
like warehouse and bridge between Europe and Asia. Therefore,
Tbilisi was always crowded by the foreign traders. Of course, the
Armenians were on the first place due to close location to Georgia.
We do not deny the fact, that the Armenian merchants in Tbilisi had
their own church from the ancient times and among them there were
even Amenian Catholics. Thus, situation was similar 1o those, in the
other market cities, like Marseilles, Paris and other outstanding
cities, where the Armenians have their priests and their churches. We
accept this situation, with respect to Tbilisi and other Georgian cities.
Though, we should mention that such presence of the Armenians was
not in the form of big society with significant influence on the local
society. They were settled there temporarily and regarded as
foreigners (but not local people; like now), in the most significant
cities, where they are only for commercial purposes and never
belong to the local population®.

We should also remember that, if most part of Armenian
nation now is engaged in trade and this is the mcst widespread
occupation, this was not always the case. They revealed their talent
of trade in about seventeenth century, when Shah Abbas settled
Armmnenians in Persia and gave them his great riches to ensure trade
with Europe and other places. The same is stated by the European
writers. By the way, Tournefort narrates: “briefly, Shah Abbas turned
the Armenian peasants into the merchants; these merchants became
very well known all over the world”™*!. We can state additionally that
before seventeenth century, the Armenian merchants were not

“>See OUR HISTORY OF CATHOLICISM, p. 434, 504.
“! Tournefort. Relation d'un voyage, tom 2, p. 158.
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different from the merchants of other ethnics in Tbilisi and their
number, supposedly, did not exceed the number of people of other
nations.

When we consider settlement of Armenians to Georgia, we
should not forget the past history of Georgia. Our history says almost
nothing except about permanent wars with various enemies. No other
countries or nations have suffered so many wars and attacks like
Georgia Lo protect its religion and its rights. In other words, in our
history, one could not find even small interval of time, when Georgia
was not armed and was not fighting with different enemies. While it
defeated the extcrnal enemies due to bravery, unfortunately, its sons
caused internal hostilities and wars. Though our kings frequently
were the winners and drew the enemies far from our lands, we
should recognize that, their victory did not end the wars. As their
victory further caused either more fierce wars with the defeated,
enraged and unified enemies, or made Georgians be armed all the
time to prevent their further attacks or taking over of the newly
conquered countries. Now we would like to ask our opponents, what
was the interest for Armenians to resettle into such country where
there were permanent wars with the external and internal enemies? In
our opinion, if for some reason, the Armenians lived in Georgia, they
would have had certainly escaped from there to avoid permanent
danger to their lives. In such situation, only love to the native land
could make people stay there, but not the foreigners, who have had
nothing common and native there.

Similarly, our history clearly shows that almost always the
enemy of one nation was the enemy of the other, as well; those who
chased Armenians, chased Georgians; those, who shed blood of
Georgians, never spared Armenians; those, who ruined Armenia,
used to bum Georgia, as in many cases these were the enemies of
both nations, enemies of Christianity in general and therefore, these
enemies never spared either one or the other nation and fought with
their sharp swords. If it initially entered Georgia, further it used to
ruin Armenia; if it firstly attacked Armenia, it would never leave
Georgia harmless. Thus, misfortune of one nation, in many cases was
the same for the other. This was the way of action of those
barbarians, who fought against Christians in different periods and
flooded the soil with their blood. Therefore, there was no sense for
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Armmenians to leave their land and resettle to Georgia, where they
could not escape their enemies. Due to such situation, the Armenians
would hardly think about resettling to Georgia. If, sometimes,
Georgians, due to their courage, used to avoid misfortune of
Armenians, which endangered them as well, there were exceptionally
rare and temporary situations. Such situations could cause only
temporary and not permanent immigration of Armenians into
Georgia. Such temporary immigrations were reported by some
Armenian historians. E.g. Sumbat, the highest Armenian Kurapalat,
together with several nobles and army escaped to Poti, in 704, where
they stayed for six years. After this, the Armenians have robbed the
city and several churches and returned to their country*’, (It seems
that ingratitude was the Armenian custom to the hosts since earlier
times as well. As though misappropriation and robbing of their
property was their occupation; the only difference between the
Armenians of those times and the contemporary ones is that where
they robbed the host’s property, they used to bring them to their
country, Armenia). There were many such cases, as stated by the
historians.

We should add to the above that in the 6® century, when
Armenian Church separated from Georgian, there was great hatred
between Armenia and Ceorgia; since that they mentioned one
another with curses. This batred achieved such level, that
communication between both peoples was prohibited. The hatred
was deep in the hearts of both, Georgians and Armenians and long
time past after that could not change or weaken this enmity as we can
see, how scornfully they mentioned one another at the times of King
David or Queen Tamar. E.g. when King David summoned the
meeting for conciliation with the Armenians, our history recalls them
in the following way: “And the malicious and mean Armenian
Bishops gathered in front of the King'.

Neither high merits of Zakaria (Zakaria Mkhargrdzeli - B.A.)
nor his service and faithfulness could make Georgians forget their
hatred towards Armenians. This could be evidenced by case when
Zakaria wanted to receive Holy Communion at Georgian divide

42 gee HISTORY OF VARDAN, p. 59, as well as Asoghik, vol. I, chapter 4.
43 Kartlis Tskhovreba, Brosse edition, part I, p. 258.
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service together with the others. Georgian Catholicos was very angry
with him and made him stand behind. This case became the reason of
why Zakaria called Armenian bishops to arrange discussions with the
Georgians about religion*. These two meetings could not conciliate
Georgians and Armenians, rather this made the conflict even deeper
and stronger.

Further, the enmity and hatred increased so that all foreign
travelers noticed this and published in their letters. Galanus Clemens,
the missionary of Theatin clearly showed such enmity and borrowed
the ancient expression, like: “If the thom pricks the foot of you when
you are passing through Armenian Church, you shall not bend and
remove it - so that no one would think that you bow down before the
Ammenian church, which is worth of condemnation for all
Christians™*. When he returned from Georgia, he was amazed when
he found the same expression in the letter by Vincenzo Beloil. The
same was mentioned by the travelers and writers of the other periods
and states, in almost similar terms, like Chardin. E.g. “Armenians
and Georgians hate each other; so that they would never get married.
In particular, the Georgians treat Armenians like we, in Europe treat
Jews™, Similarly, Chardin, in his description of Persia, names
several villages near the Mount Tabriz, where most part of the
population were the Christians — Georgians and Armenians though
they were not mixed: these two nations had such hatred to each other
that they could not live in one village™®.

It is clear that enmity and hatred could never lead to close
relationships, rather it would separate people. Therefore, the
Armenians would not become closer to Georgians. These
circumstances clearly show that they have had no interest to come

“ Idem, p- 312

“ Si quis nostrum spinam in pede infixam habeat, transiens ante Armenorum
Ecclesiam, spinam illam sustinere debet, nec se ad pedem suum, eam evellendi
studio, inclinare; ne per hoc videatur, ante Armenorum Ecclesiam ab omnibus
chrisianis vilipendendam, incinari (Clemens Galanus. Conci. Eccl. Arm. cum
Romana, tom 3, c 12. -Romae, 1661, p. 120).

“ Vojage de Chardin, tom 1, p- 123; - See also: Viaggi di Pictro della Valle, tom 2,
p- 121; — Histories de Kemski.- Paris, 1697; - Bruzen La Martinarie, Le Grand
Dictionnaire Geographique, tom 4., p. 131.

4 Vojage de Chardin, tom 1, p. 149.
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and live with the people which they hated and from which they
should expect nothing but humiliation. And now, if we see the
Armenians in Georgia, we should attribute this to some misfortune,
which made Armenian nation, in the past centuries, to make choice
and sclect the lesser misfortune to avoid great disaster and they have
had no any other way. Similarly, if Georgians and Armenians have
ever been close, friendly and even got married, all these were the
special cases, solitary examples. Even now, it is clear that there
exists the old hatred and enmity. To prove this, it is enough to look
more closely at what the insolent and inhospitable Armenians are
doing against the Georgians.

We are aware from the history that Armenia, in the past and in
the Middle Ages, was in very heavy condition and it had to join
someone to get rid of the enemies. Georgia was not such shelter and
safe place as we have already seen. For Armenians the territory
under rule of Rome was such a safe place. And therefore, the
Armenians settled in various places under the rule of Rome and not
in Georgia from the ancient times and the histories of various nations
confirm this.

When in the fourth century, Sapor the Second ruined entire
Armenia and captivated King Arshak, states Saintt-Martin, the entire
dynasty, scared by him, left for Rome to find a shelter*.

In the sixth century, when Khosrov the First pursued the
Armenians because of their religion, they asked shelter and
assistance from Justinian the Second against their enemies. The
Caesar accepted them, provided assistance and conveyed to Khosrov:
“We, the Christians cannot leave or drive out the Christians, who
sought shelter at wartime™®.

Syrian Bar Hebraeus, in his Chronicles, mentions two cases of
resettlement of Armenians in the territory under the rule of Rome.
For the first time this occurred in 961-964, when the Arabs have
ruined everything and came close to Great Armenia. At that time the
locals, to escape torture because of the religion, moved to the
territories within the rule of Rome. Second time this occurred in 993,
when the Romans have conquered Mandzagerda and Arkhisk. The

8 Saint-Martin, Journal Asiatique, 1830, tom 1, p. 206,8.
d Evagrius, Ecclesiae Historia, 1i, V. c. VII. - Parisiis. 1544.
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ruler of Armenians of that area became the indemnity payer of the
Caesar Basil the Second; and rulers of the other Armenian lands
negotiated with the Caesar, gave up their fortresses and instead they
received Sebastia in Cappadocia. At that time the Armenians bave
left their country and commenced to resettle to Cappadocia, Kilikia
and Syria®.

Resettlement of the Armenians further increased as this caused
the desire of Byzantine Caesars to take over Great Armenia. They
made their best efforts to satisfy their avidity and approaching of the
Seljugs to Great Armenia contributed to realization of their dream.
This and other circumstances forced the Armenians to resettle to the
north from Mesopotamia, to Euphrates and Cabbadocia. Therefore,
the Caesars attracted the Armenian rulers, took over their lands and
instead gave them various cities in the territories under his rule: e.g.
in 1064, Konstantinos Monomachos has appointed Count Abelgharib
as a ruler of Tars and Mopsust; similarly, he attracted King Khakig,
took away Ani from him and instead, gave him two cities in Caesaria
— Galanbeghad and Bidzu. His relative, Khakig, ruler of Qars, in
1064, gave up Qars to Duce Konstantinos and received instead the
city of Dzamentava in Cappadocia. Of course, these rulers took their
relatives, servants and other with them, if not all, at least, some large
part of them®'.

The same is stated by Count B. Dadiani. Armenians started to
resettle to the territories under the rule of Greece in the 10® - 11"
centuries to find shelter there. He added that in 1169, at a time of
taking over Ani town 70.000 Armenians, together with their rulers,
have migrated to Constantinople®.

Armenian writer, Shahnazariyan, has written in French
language the Brief History of Armenia and published in Paris in
1956. In this History he considered in details almost all resettlements
of the Armenians to various countries. Though, he has said nothing
about settlement of the Armenians in Georgia. We found reasonable
to mention here all resettlements specified by him.

% Bar-Hebreus. Syriacum Chronicon. — Roma, 1789, p 200, 213.
5! Recuieil des Historiens des Croisades, Aut. Arm., tom L. - Paris. 1969, p. 50.
52 Mek. -B. Dadian. Societe Armenieane contemporaine. - Paris 1867, p. 1, 10.
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From 450 to 550, after killing of many Armenians by the
enemies, those, who survived, had to resctle to Mazandaran,
Khorosan, Neizhapur and Kuzhistan; when the Arabs ruined Taron
and Dvin, captured numerous people and settled them in Arabia and
Syria; they have taken 35.000 people only from Dvin! Emirbugha, in
850, emptied Armenian totally and because of this many Armenians
have left Dvin, Van, Mush, Dariun and other cities and resettled to
Egypl, Arabia, Palestine, Syria, Babylon etc. In the twelfth century
Catholicos Grigol the Second has established several archbishoprics
for these resettled Armenians to Egypt, Syria and Palestine. By this
time, number of the Armenians resettled only to Egvpt, exceeded
30.000. Similar to the Persians and Arabs, the Greek Caesars forced
the Armenians to leave their lands and settle in the areas of their rule;
therefore, in 452, many Armenians had to accept Greek Typicon.
Their number increased up to the end of the twelfth century; these
Armenian Greeks were called “Hai-Horom™; Byzantine Empire has
made great attempts and resettled Armenians in Constantinople,
Macedonia, Epire, Bulgaria and in European part of Ottoman
Empire. Since the fourth century, where the Armenians failed to
resist their enemies, they used to resettle to Greece; there were many
such resettlements before reign of Justinian the Second. Later, in
order to ruin Armenia he has resettled the Melithen Armenians to
Constantinople and some — to Thrace. In 581, Caesar Mavra has
filled Thrace with the Armenians and staffed his best military units
with them. In the eighth century, Constantine Copronymus the Fifth
has taken over Erzrum and resettled the Armenians to various places
of his kingdom. In the same century, Shapouh d’ Amouai, because of
godless treatment of the Arabs, moved from Armenia 1o Greece and
took with him 12.000 Armenians together with their families! Greek
Caesar Basil I, similar to his predecessors, has resettled many
Armenian families into Trace, in the tenth century. From there the
Armenians have moved to Venice, Ginwis, Pisa, Rome, Hungary,
Poland and Russia. After collapse of the Rubenids’ government,
30.000 Armenian families have resettled to Cyprus, Rhodes and
Kandia Islands, from where they further moved to Itzly. Similarly,
when the Ottomans have taken over Crimea, the Armenians left for
Italy and made it rich with their activities and trade. (n the twelfth
century Crimea was full of the Armenians resettled from Great
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Armenia in the ancient times. There were 100.000 Armenians only in
Kafia, or Feodosiya. In the end of thirteenth century, because of cruel
treatment from the side of Mughals the Armenians of Sarai,
Astrakhan and Kazan resettled to Crimea as well. Ope column of
Armenians has left Sarai for Crimea in the end of fourteenth century
as well, at a time of enforcement of Tamerlane (Temur-Leng)’. After
this, the Armenians have crowded Galicia, Hungary, Transylvania,
Moldavia, Vlachia, Bugonia, Lithuania, Podolia and Banatha and
when the Ottomans occupied Crimea, some Armenians were killed
and some of hem left for Poland. About 40.000 families have moved
to Poland and brightened Poland for two and half centuries...”®. We
do not intend to avoid discussion on whether the exaggerated
narration of this Armenian is true or not. And still, this is undoubted
that he has not mentioned anywhere that in one or another century
the Armenians have resettled to Georgia. It is amazing that this
writer has filled the entire Eastern Europe with Armenians and he
has not sent even a single one to Georgia to make their contribution
there as well! We regard that the reason for this was that this writer
did pot know Georgia; otherwise, he would fill Georgia with
Armenians as well, like the other Armenian writers.

In 1319, when the earthquake has ruined the city of Ani, the
population left the city and some of them settled among the Tatars
beyond Astrakhan, some — settled in Crimea and some — in Poland*.

If Armenians had left Great Armmenia after such permanent
resettlement, so the attacks of Tamerlane would eliminate their
presence there at all. This barbarian has resettled those who escaped
the sword to Skita. Currently, in Persia, the Armenians resettled at
that time, are known as Turkmens and remember nothing about
Christianity. At the same time, one large group of Armenians,
200.000 people, after great oppression, escaped from Tamerlane and
moved to Poland where there are many of their offspring. When they
settled there, they built the church and appointed Johanes Vartapet as

* Tamerlane’s reign was in the end of 14" century - B.A.
3 Esquisse de L’Histoire de L'Armenie, par G. V. Chahnazarian. - Paris, 1856, p.

97-105.
% Saint-Martin, tom 1, p. 114; - Victor Langlois, Journal Asiatique, 1862, tom 1, p- 529.
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the first Armenian archbishop in 1365% and Jesuit Jacob Vilote, in
his Chronicles of Kings of Armenia states that one column of
Ammenians has moved to Poland. The history shows that the
Ammenians have resettled to Poland many times.

Armenians living in Minor Armenia suffered similarly
misfortunate time in 1375, when the Egyptians have conquered
Culicia and captivated the last king of Armenians Leon VI
Luziniyan. History written by an Armenian in French language
states: “After collapse of the kingdom, to punish the defeated
Armenians, Lord has scattered their ignorant pack o various foreign
countries: Poland, Moldavia, Vlachia, Hungary, Crimea, Russia,
Persia and Tatania where they had to acquire the customs, languages
and laws of these foreign nations, whom they especially disgusted”.

Here it is of interest for us that the historians describe
resettlement of the Armenians into various countries from fourth to
sixteenth century and they never even mention that the Armenians
have ever resettled to Georgia. And according to the Armenians and
some of their allegedly true writers, the Armenians, from the ancient
times, used to settle in Georgia and not anywhere else. We would
even believe them, if either our history or the history of any other
country has mentioned anything like this. As we have no any reliable
evidences about this, we state that all statements about resettlement
of Armenians into Georgia are ungrounded and lack the truth.

Now, we should briefly overview the circumstances and time,
when the Armenians resettled to Georgia and take closer look to the
Armenians who are currently living there, intending to absorb and
completely eliminate the real local population.

We have made our best efforts and studied all chronicles
dealing with the eastern countries, as well as the letters of the
travelers but we could not find anything about resettlement of the
Armenians to Georgia before the seventeenth century. Here we
should mention that the Armenians commenced to seitle in Georgia
from early seventeenth century and even, maybe, from the end of the

55 Guiliume Samson. Relation de L’etat present de Persie. - Paris, 1695, p. 165; -
Krusinski, Tragica belli Persici Historia, Leopoli, 1740, p. 125, 126.

6 Rome et I Armenie depuis le commencement du IV-¢ si¢cle jusque en 1830, par
X...p. 63.
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sixteenth century, though there are no any clear evidences in the
history. Clemens Galapus, the missionary of Theatin, who visited
Georgia in 1637, said that “now there are many Armenians among
them”*’. If these Armenians have lived in Georgia this missionary
would not say “now”.

After this, the leader of Capuchin monks wrote to Rome in
1675: “In recent times the Persians widened Tbilisi, the main city
and filled it with tbe Armenians and by this improved the trade™*®.
All these evidences show that the Armenians have settled in Tbilisi
in the 17™ century and not earlier.

The history regards ruining of Georgia by Shah Abbas the First
in 1615-1618 as the reason of resettlement of Armenians, when this
fierce enemy has stricken entire Georgia and took the most part of
those, who survived as captives into Persia (Roman traveler Pietro
Della Valle compared this situation with massacre of the innocents
by King Herod). At that time Shah Abbas has resettled many
Armenians and Persians to rebuild ruined Georgia. History of
Komsku nparrates: “Shah Abbas has taken over 50.000 Georgian
families and settled them in Shirvan, Mazanderan and Armenia and
in their stead resettled the Persians and Armenians”*. Some parrates,
e.g. Chardin that there were 80.000 families of these captive
Georgians and some, like Moreri Gamba, state that Shah Abbas has
taken 500.000 captives. Missionary from Theatin, Gusto Prato wrote
to his chief from Gori to Rome on 16" October 1633: “Currently,
entire Persia is full of Moslem Georgians and all high governmental
posts are occupied by them; even king of Persia is the son of a
Christian Georgian woman; as twenty years ago Shah Abbas came,

7 Nuoc temporis ex Armenorum magno quidem numero apud ipsos degentium
§Clcmens Galanus, Conci, Becl. Arm. cum Romana, tom. 1. - Rome, 1650, p. 120.

® Maultimamente 1 Persiani aumentarono Tiflis, la principale citta, popolandola
tutta d’ Armeni, dove e introdotto qualche traffico (Archive of Capuchins in Rome).
(It is not kmown, when the first wave of Armenian immigrants came to Georgia up to
present. As Mikheil Tamarashvili notes, Armenians came to Georgia because of
different reasons, but not in such quantities, as they had in Greece, Europe, Persia,
India etc. — B.A. .

% Histtorie de Kemiski. — Paris, 1687, p. 24 (As marked by Tamarashvili Armenians
moved to Georgia, but not in such quantity as to Grecce, the Burope, Persia, India
and in other countries) — B.A.
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ruined Georgia and took with him 60.000 families. Herc, each family
comprises at least of twenty people. He enniched Pe:sia with this
nation”®. Of course, he would need 1o resettle thousands of pcople
from Persia to fill this area.

Nadir Shah, king of Persia in 1687-1747, oppressed Armenians
living in Julfa making them to escape from there. At this time, most of
them have settled to Georgia®'.

King Erekle has resettled Armenians from Yerevan to Tbilisi and
to various other places. This was mentioned by the Armenian priest
Johanes Ioskherdjan, whose words were published by Kliappert in Paris
in 1818. He also stated that in 1804, when Pavle Tsitsishvili has
defeated the Persians in Qars, Armenian Archbishop Iohanes took all
Ammenians from there to Tepe-Dagh®, near Tbilisi and some of them to
Thilisi and settled them in Avlabari and built a church for them.®?

Every year new Armenians were adding to those settled in
Thilisi. In 1820 many Armenian newcomers were in Tbilisi and one
of them has constructed a caravansaray®.

After this period the resettlements had increased. Earlier, their
resettlement was not voluntary as they either were forcedly moved
by the enemies, or they had to escape from their homes to avoid
oppression and pursuit from the enemies. When the Russian
government entered Georgia, it scared all the enemies and
established peace once and forever and this improved the lives of the
Armenians in Georgia. The Armenians in Persia and Ottoman
Empire were still oppressed and they sought the ways t» escape from
there and join the other Armenians in Georgia. The time came when
in 1828 and 1829 Russian government has commenced war with the
Persia and Ottoman Empire. And one of the conditions to the
defeated governments of these countries was the freedom to resettle
Armenians to Georgia. All Armenians were very glad to this and
immediately moved to Georgia, at first from Persia, where no

60 Archive of the Teatines in Rime, #9, C.

8! Eugene Flandian. Revue de deux Mondcs, tom 4. — Paris, 1851, p- 586.

* The same Garctubani — included cwrent Park of 9% Aprl (former 26
Commissioners) and surrounding areas - B.A.

& Klaporth. Memoires relatifs a I’ Asie, tom 1. - Paris, 1826-28, p. 2:26.

6 Gamba. Voyages dans la Russie, tom 2, p. 160.
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Armmenians were left; all of them attempted to escape from their
enemies. The movement of these Armenians caused great concern of
the Persian government, which posed various obstacles to prevent
such mass resettlement. But the head of the team, Colonel Lazarev
who was in charge of supervision over this resettlement, resisted
such actions from the side of Abbas Mirza, heir of the throne of
Persia and forced him to comply with the conditions and do not
hinder emigration of the Armenians. At this time, i.c. on 17" January
1828, 8249 families — over 40.000 people were resettled to Georgia.
The urgent emigration from Ottoman Empire was even greater.
Three pashates — Bayazet, Arzrum and Qars were almost empty.
Karapet bishop of Arzrum has taken almost all Armenians from this
city. Their number greatly exceeded the number of Armenians
resettled from Persia as number of Armenians resettled from
Ottoman increased up to 70.000; and 414 families were Catholics®.
Thus, resettlement of Armenians to Georgia completed. We should
also add thousands of Armenians escaped from Ottoman and settled
in various places in Georgia.

All those, who respect the truth, can easily see from
abovementioned historical facts the scale of falsification of
Armenian writers regarding statements that Armenians had been
settled in Georgia in 12, 11™ 10® centuries and even earlier. To
clarify this issue, we tried to find out the true data consistent with the
historical facts and not those caused by biased approach.

We want to remind to our dear readers that our history in all
circumstances shows the Armenians as a society, which always had
its national character and in all cases was different from that of
Georgian. We can conclude also from this that, if the Armenians had
moved to Georgia from the ancient times, they would not have those
personal features and difference from the Georgian nation, as they
would be assimilated with Georgian people, if they were less than
they. But if they were considered more than Georgians, they would
assimilate Georgian nation and eliminate differences, according to the

® Dulaurier. Societe Armenienne du XIX sidcle, Revue des Deux Mondes, tom. 6,
1854, p. 217; - sec also published in Moscow in 1833; - Journale Asiatique, 1834,
tom 1, p. 322; - Eugen Flandin, Revue des Deux Mondcs, 1851, tom 2, p. 660.
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law of physics, the strong element always assimilates and joins to itself
weaker one, and so exterminates its private and particular being.

The certain example is the scttlements of Armenians moved to
Poland, where they have assimilated because of being less in pumber
than the Polish. As a result, they eliminated their national character
and personal being. If in fact, the Armenians were really immigrated
to Georgia from the ancient times, the same thing would have
happened in Georgia as well. But we do not see anywhere the traces
of such an event in the history of Georgia.



Mikheil Tamarashvili

The famous Georgian religious and public person Mikheil
Tamarashvili (laic name Alexander) was bom in Akhaltsikhe in
1858. According to a history of their family they came from the
Village of Toka of Javakheti Region. From there they had moved to
Akhaltsikhe and settled in Rabat (old part of the town). Here they
became Catholics.

Mikheil’s father and brothers were craftsmen. They were the
best masters of wineskins.

Little Mikheil for a certain period studied in the John the
Baptist’s parochial school of the famous Georgian religious and
public person Ivane Gvaramadze. Being in the society of Ivane
Gvaramadze, who was writing under the pen-name “Vinme Meskhi”,
was not ineffective. Ivane Gvaramadze inspired the talented young
boy’s love and devotion to his native country.

Mikheil, because of his father’s death and poorness was forced
to abandon his studies and begin working, though craftsmanship did
not lessen his eagemess for studies and every moment he was free of
work he was going to the catholic church and learned Georgian
“Asomtavruli” and “Khutsuri” alphabets, was trying to read the
oldest Bible manuscripts.

Ivane Gvaramadze insisted that Mikheil Tamarashvili
continued his studies, so in 1878 he leaved for Constantinople where
he entered an educational institution, established by Petre
Kharischirashvili, Georgian catholic religious person. Here he
studied Latin and French languages. After graduating the
Constantinople Fraternity of Georgian Catholics sent him together
with three best students to Spain for studies in a seminary. After
graduating from the seminary Mikheil returned to Constantinople
and asked Petre Kharischirashvili to give him a possibility to
continue his studies. The spiritual guide supported him and at the
expense of the Fraternity sent him to Paris to the St' Lazar's
educational institution. In 1888 Mikheil Tamarashvili successfully
graduated from the educational institution and returned to
Constantinople in the monastery of Georgian Catholics. He could not
bear to stay there for a long time and came to Thbilisi.
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This is the penod (80-90-ies of the 1 ot century) when in the
capital of Georgia was felt strained political and social life. The
reactive forces of the Tsar’s Russia were trying to make degenerate
and eradicate Georgian national self-consciousness. These powers of
evil were supported by comprador (Armenian) micdle class of
Tbilisi, who without shame appropriated the present and the past of
Georgian people and tried every possible way to humiliate and
depreciate Georgian pcople in the eyes of everybody, friends and
foreigners. “Mshak”, the newspaper of Grigol Artsrun, an Armenian
publicist was persuading the world that the only viable nation,
bhaving future, in the Caucasus was Armcnian nation. Cther peoples,
even Georgian, have no chances to survive and are condemned by
the history. Of course, Ilia Tchavichavadze, the Father of Georgian
nation answered as they deserved and created immortal ‘“The
Scholars of Armenians and Exclaim of Stones™. Akaki Tsereteli,
Jacob Gogebashvili and other representatives of their generation did
not delay to answer, but Khudabashovs, Ezovs, Patkanovs and their
brothers were not calming down. Such kind Armenian scholars and
Tsarist government were at one with and were attacking logether
Georgian kind and race. At that time neither Georgian Catholics had
good time, and they also were attacked by the Armenian Catholics’
leaders, of course with agreement and support of the Tsar's
government. Such anti Georgian political and social atrnosphere was
in Georgia when the Georgian patriot returned to his native country.
And about this he wrote in 1898: “In 1879 I left Georgia and in 1888
I returned to Thbilisi, having hope and great desire to vsork with my
mind and body, but Orlovsky, an enemy of Georgian Catholics did
not like me as he noticed that I am devoted to my native land and
love it” (# 5456-6, Fund of Manuscripts of Giorgi Leonidze Museum
of Literature).

Recently (1888) returned from Europe Mikheil Tamarashvili
was named priest of the Catholic “Assumption” church. He used his
chair for whipping up patriotic fervor of Georgians and inspired the
Georgian parish with love of their native land. The enemies of
Georgians noticed this and let on him where necessary. The prelate
Orlovsky banned the Georgian patriot priest from accomplishing
church-office in Tbilisi and in entire Georgia. For a while he lived in
his native Akhaltsikhe under surveillance of police. In this period,
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namely in 1898 an order was issued about prohibiting church-office
in Georgian language in the Catholic churches. This meant that the
Georgian Catholics had to listen masses and prayers in Armenian. In
spite of this Iv. Gvaramadze continued accomplishing the office in
Georgian. And struggled that the Georgians could receive from the
Vatican the permission of accomplishing church-office in their native
language.

In 1884 Mikheil Tamarashvili graduated from the Eccle-
siastical Academy of Rome and obtained the degree of a Doctor of
Theology. He became a professor of the University of Rome, and
carried on pedagogical activities in different colleges. He was a
representative of the Empire of Russia at the court of the Patriarch of
Rome (See “Tsiskari”, 1988, # 1) etc. but did never stop his work in
the archives of Rome and Italy, where he was searching information
and materials about Georgia in the repository of rare boks and
manuscripts of Propaganda Fide. In consequence of these restless
scientific researches in 1902 he published "The History of
Catholicism among the Georgians (from the 13% Century up to 20*
Century)”. The book made enthusiastic the Georgian society. Iv.
Javakhishvili, Al Tsagareli, Al. Khakhanashvili and others expressed
their admiration.

Mikheil Tamarashvili’s merit is that in his book "The History
of Catholicism among the Georgians” he revealed and introduced for
scientific use many documents, first sources not known before, in the
form of reports of foreign missionaries, sent to Vatican, with
interesting notes about Georgia in them. These missionaries were
Pietro de la Valle, Christophoro de Castelli, Grigol Orsini etc.
Unfortunately, in the book there are not the documents that existed
before division of Catholic and Orthodox churches.

Mikheil Tamarashvili’s book "The History of Catholicism
among the Georgians” was highly appreciated by Ilia
Tchavchavadze’s “Iveria”, which wrote: “This is not only the history
of Catholicism, but the history of interior life and political situation
of Georgia, and from this point of view this remarkable book is
another “Kartlis Tskhovreba” (‘“Life of Kartli’), but only with one
difference - Kartlis tskhovreba gives us more information about
political situation and this book — both - political and ethnographic”
(“Ivenia™, 1902, # 254).
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Mikheil Tamarashvili had intention to publish the book "The
History of Catholicism among the Georgians” in two volumes, but
because of political and social situation in the 90™ years of the 19"
century he was forced to take a part of topics from the second
volume off. So, he complemented and processed the book and
published it under the title “In Response to the Armenians’ Writers
Who Disclaim Georgian Catholicism” (Historical Research), in 1904
the book was published at the expense of philanthropist Ivane
Zubalashvili, and with active help and support of Z. Tchitchinadze
and P. Mirianashvili, a famous publicist and literary critic®.

In the preface of this book Mikheil Tamarashvili gave his
opinion about a nation; he thought that the constant catcgories of a
nation are a person’s nationality, his origins that the time is unable to
change; he wrote: “Belonging to a family is one of the natural
properties and it is inherited. For example, a child of an Armenian
has Armenian features, a child of a Georgian has Georgian features.
That’s why no one can avoid, go away from his origins and become
of another origin...Exactly in consequence of the principle of this
inevitability we, the Catholics of Georgia (there are meant the
Georgian Catholics - B.A.) say and recognize that we are Georgians,
as our fathers and mothers are Georgians, that’s why we feel that our
beings are Georgians, having Georgian blood and body, we cannot
deny this and cannot recognize ourselves Armenians as we do not
feel anything Armenian in our beings”.

After such a preface Mikheil Tamarashvili indicates to the
identification of nationality and religion among Eastern Christians
(first of all this concerns Armenians). He writes that during social-
political cataclysms the changes of nationality {family belonging]
according to the religion were taking place. This event became a
plague of Georgian people, as often a Georgian Hebrew,
Mohammedan, Catholic or Gregorian people were forced to
renounce their nationality and accept the imposed religion. The
Armenian Catholics took advantage of this. Inchichian, Nahapetian,
Sarukhan and others, - the so called writers of the newspaper ‘“Mshak”,

85 This book for the second time has been printed by publishing house * Tsitsinatela
* (From a set « Mtsignobroba Kartuli», 1. 8. — Thilisi, 2010; the publisher — Akaki
Bregadze).
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were trying to lead this process. In their opinion, there did not exist
Georgian Catholics in the nature, they were the descendants of
Armenians, eic. Mikheil Tamarashvili rose strictly against these so
called “scientists” in the above mentioned book “In Response to the
Armenians’ Writers...” The book enjoyed and excited Georgian society,
particularly Georgian Catholics. “Your work was published, the readers
soared into the sky with joy because of such events...At last there is
somebody who came to the stage, who will make the world know our
history”, - wrote Lazare Gozalishvili, a pedagogue in 1904 (K
Kekelidze Institute of Manuscripts, Fund # 10, File 279, p. 35).

The real reason of writing of the book “In Response to the
Armenians’ Writers...” became the work, published in Italian by
Ter-Gabriel Nahapetian in 1902 “The Armenians’ Catholics in
Georgia and a Problem between Ammenian Catholics and
Georgians”. In Nahapetian’s work the life and history of Georgian
Catholics was presented completely falsely. That's why Mikheil
Tamarashvili wrote: "As I saw this letter published, we got very
surprised by the author’s conceit and audacity that he spreads such
lies and slander in Europe against us. He is not content with the lies
they bave spread about us till now... That’s why we do not want to
leave such impudence without attention” (“Iveria, 1903, # 22).
Mikheil Tamarashvili criticized “a group of Armenian writers” from
the well-known position of Ilia Tchavichavadze, about what he
himself indicates: “We have not at all intention to engage ourselves
in controversy with Armenians’ writers in general, but we do not
want (o leave without response such groundless and false ideas that
they published so disrespectfully against the Georgian Catholics in
the Armenian newspaper “Mshak” in 1897 and 1898"."

Though Mikheil Tamarashvili in his book had thoroughly
destroyed the idea of several Armenian writers about nonexistence of

* Up to now it was not known, who translated for Mikheil Tamarashvili the letters
published in Armenian newspaper ‘“‘Mshak" (1887-1889). From the letter #3, kept in
the funds of archives of Iv. Gvaramadze in the State Musecum of Akhaltsikhe, we
can realize that Mikheil Tamarashvili asks Ivane Gvaramadze, to translate for him
the mentioned letters, for answering to the Armenian writers. Here we note also:
Ivane Gvaramadze had a very deep knowledge of the ancient and new Armenian
language. So, the Armenian materials in the book are translated by Ivane
Gvaramadze — B.A.
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Georgian Catholics, unfortunately today have appeared the Armenian
scientists, who began to reanimate this lie. The point is that several
years ago in Ejimiatsin was published a collection of essays (1993)
in Armenian, publishing of which was conditioned by the problem, -
the history of spread of Catholicism among Armenians, - arisen in
“The Return of Armenia” - the epistle of Patriarch of Armenian
Catholics — Hovanes Petros Gasparian, published in Beirut (1992).
The preface of the collection belongs to the Supreme

Spiritual Council of Ejimiatsin. The author of a smaller article
is Petrosian, the Bishop of Sochi

Bishoprics. The title of his article is “The Epistle of Hovanes
Petros, the Patriarch of Armenian Catholics “For the Reason of
Return of Armenia”. Then comes a vast research of Prof. P. Akopyan
— “The Critical Review of the History of Armcnian Catholics”,
which studies chronologically the history of convention of
Armenians to Catholicism and touches upon the spread of
Catholicism among Georgians. And here P. Akopyan :hears the idea
of the Catholic Armenian writers — Nahapetyan, Sarukhan and others
had expressed a century ago and does not recognize the Georgian
Catholicism. About this more extensively see our work: ”Again about
Georgian Catholics” in the book *“ When Indisputable Becomes
Controversial” (2006, pp. 159-188).

More than a century passed after publishing of this book of
Mikheil Tamarashvili and today it is a rarity. It is still int:resting, as this
is a work written in a wide plan, where is collected and scientifically
analyzed much more factual material than the author promises in the
title. Unfortunately, the range of issues of Georgian and Armenian
relations, studied in it, is of current interest even today.

Mikheil Tamarashvili never stopped his scientific researches.
He always visited the archives and museums of Europe. And in
consequence of this restless labor he wrote in French a new
fundamental work "The Georgian Church from the Beginning undil
Today”. This is the history not only of the Georgian church, but of
all our country, which objectively informed the educat:d world about
the past of Georgia from the beginning till the 20® century. He
exposed crafty intrigues of the enemies of Georgia and answered
them according to merit.
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Publishing the book became very difficult for Mikheil
Tamarashvili, because his supporter and philanthropist Stephane
Zubalashvili died in 1904. Other Zubalashvilis refrained from
helping him. As Mikheil Tamarashvili did not find any philanthropist
he was forced to borrow money and published the book in 1910.
Many people expressed their opinions about this 700-paged
publication in Europe. In the next five months in Europe more than
fifty reviews were published about it. The Georgian society of
readers paid special attention to it. As example we can give the letter
of S. Kvariani — a writer and historian. The author of the letter wrote:
“The book I have read excited me with its scientific construction,
important materials and facts and good French language. I honestly
declare that your fundamental work is a very precious treasure in our
and European literature. About this subject nothing like that has been
written. It is clear that the author of the book has great erudition and
great efficiency. Mister Mikheil, truly cheer to your spirits, your
efforts and your love for your native country! I am excited with your
not such a contemporary Georgian patriotism, but real European
ability and energy. I wish you long life and wellness for the benefit
of our unhappy country. If contemporary Georgian society will not
appreciate your such contribution, the future generation will
appreciate your merit and make immortal your name, surrounded by
a halo. I'm deeply convinced in this.

It is a pity that in the country of the author this book was
translated and published only 85 years later. It was published by a
publishing house “Kandeli” in 1995.

Mikheil Tamarashvili had personal literary relations with Ak.
Tsereteli, J. Gogebashvili, T. Sakhokia, etc. It is known that Ilia
Tchavtchavadze requested that the employees of “Iveria” send freely
issues of “Iveria” to the poverty-stricken Georgian scientist, who
lived in Rome. Mikheil Tamarashvili had scientific relations also
with Prof. Al. Tsagareli, Al. Khakhanashvili, Z. Tchitchinadze,
Mikh. Tsereteli, Z. Avalishvili, and others.

Mikheil Tamarashvili’s life and activities were studied by Z.
Tchitchinadze, - a famous public man, publisher, researcher of
literature and history, when he was still alive and in 1904 he
published the book under the title “Georgian Catholic Pater Mikheil
Tamarashvili”.
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Unfortunately Mikheil Tamarashvili perished in a tragic way.
Mikheil, tired with scientific researches and work, let himself to have
a rest and together with his friend Professor Augusto went to a small
resort of Santa-Marinella at the seashore of Adratic Sea. While
walking along the seashore they saw that a worker was drowning in
the sea. Mikheil Tamarashvili immediately jumped into the sea to
help him. He saved the worker, but he himself drowned™. This was
the way the life story of Georgian patriot Mikheil Tamarashvili came
to the end. It happened on 2/25 September 1911. The Georgian
Catholics’ Assumption church of Tbilisi was decorated with
mourning tissues. A lot of people came to the memorial service. All
the Georgian nation was mourning. A lot of condolence cables came.
Gr. Diasamidze proposed to bring Mikheil Tamarashvili’s remains to
Thilisi. They accepted the proposition but were not able to
accomplish it. An year later they erected the monument over his
grave. In 1978 at the initiative of Rezo Tabukashvili, - a famous
Georgian writer and public man the remains of Mikheil Tamarashvili
were brought from Italy to Tbilisi and buried in the Pantheon of
Georgian writers and public persons.

So Rezo Tabukashvili saved Mikheil Tamarashvili’s grave
from being lost forever.

* According to the information of his contemnporaries, Mikheil Tamarashvili was a
very good swimmer, Taking into consideraton this fact, Mikheil Tamarashvili
perished in a suspicious situation - B.A..
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