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95-108).

38qnbs, Bga30demns ©I35L3365m, GMP, VI L-ob s
T80 L33BLYEBMIB dGAMEOLY s 33O BonsgMdoL
BesfsBgmbthogo. sabsbbrmob Fbgd cBmGasganb Bamo
Jombogs, 5638mdobs @y 3MGH36 yhb oLBmGomEmo gmbol
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030b Labisfragdermee, Ged ghmbogs, GmBerog Lagdgaae
©3JM 330m3MR0Im bBrImgdL AGomeg L3sGbaemgdol
893mba30bd ©> 30B353N>-b3¥ALYEIL EOEO MB06MdOL (542-
562) >3053L sbobsgl, 30> gAHmo Lb3s a3678medsg dgty3neodL:
30639l gmgarobs, oy Ly3MmM0g LdbgeL 8636 yAHnu*
33m30090m, 36sbagm, HMI MNbBYEIRT0 Y39 LPBIMOS
LALgeeRly @ 263050Tg. Gy Bdobzgzsdo o BbmermE
LI>OLYmPdBY. g ol Bx3cmbzg3gd0s, BMEILIE Sa0MaMIcOMEOo
gm0l 33, 56 BycaprBo babob G Gadbnlgrxro
L3>6bLgEgdOLINZOL ,5BIVMY* BnFaes sB3MGRS.
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6m8 99bddermd L399 335J3L d0LOBOYEPR6. LdJBg ObLIY,
™3 5333500 LHmOgEsE 3506y amMEabErol Fbmamgds>d0
A031100609896. 0bmgmdo LAsGLYNOL 333016 JMmsE LIdG-
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3999@m 9ngds®os FbmE@mE BmEmLGGMmo Mgoyool
909326L > 3Gs IMberody. gb 3093 M0 EIEXGHPOMO
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SBodbygns, Gmd XT U. 33 6ng g0 3603360mmmgebo bbs
oy 3ol 3honsbRsl gfepbaxe oxgeodgbpob abzeos-
6330 omoledogo BsbymBo Bmdges. ey Lsgaergbom, ol
bogrfes bobirergiol fhamBsepobari?o aEoenmdgb birbolsso-
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0bBgbo 33RbBes XTI b-0b B §ergddo, GmEgbsg d0BIGH0s-
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33 33000 JHmbogob Lyegdzaembg 08 SEEoEl, Gmdgerag of
fRoBrosbpals cohdxrgol SR oym Booooro, B3aMadas
BBl (Hdato 2dm.

&3G0b 9B, Bstonmag Bspah IV-0b bsbBo Bebaos. 5357
Bapgemoml: . gMolihy. 3eag 333G sgbsbms 989 @ Bmgg-
gbodembso; Jhobig, Boofigserg boxgHmd ofva@Bgero, 69 daaeroboa,
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Bg33g, 1875, 33. 103).
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1060 §erndoom ssms®oms (LyyzsGgmody, 1965, 33.333 —334).
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Vol Bodumedds ogm. gbmdomons, Gmd dspaGs® IV
0756308@33GMB00 SHHIPES JH3sEranl, Brggeralindmbols s
Lg3aLGmUols BoBBENIH  GOGIRL (X93300830e0, 1998, a3.
341). o. Layzatgemody LaGobsddmzgerm K 3G0L 89J36oL JOMBem-
@M30vH0 ByGRML 256LsBEO3GOLIL 25dMmEOmEs 0doEE, GmI
S0 FgshegdBo Bxp@xd) IV gnésdsemsab Godaemoo
3563b 369ema@ 0gGH Lol k3oL 3mBsLiBMmOlL bawbsfamol
1040 Gemol 806s§a@Bo (ob. @ogstgemo 1889, 3. 43; 3g¢ég-
39¢0,1959, a3. 89) oblgbogds, bmemm 1060 faerb, 03. %335003-
300l 333m 33300, ob 339 bozsbBMLos (x335b0dgzomo,
1998, a3. 341). E®gobsmnzgol Ggbsdwmadgos s>ebodbamo
05A000b 33 IBOM @BILGRL. 38558 gbmdagro fiyxm-
30900036 y39eaBY 3EM0bEgen, LyEsa d3@ad IV Bmggerobo-
3mbob BHodeom oblgbogds, s3ars@ob 1050 femob FotfgGses
(ob. 3 353mB8ndg, 2004, a3. 48-53), y33>B) 33056gmo jo -
3m53960bL (3ogbobl) moboszol 1059 Gemob sbanhd-8obafiota-
30 (0b. byembBsfpmon sefintogmmds, 1973, a3. 214). >0Lsbodbagos,
»m3 1060 ferob omeserobob Fomfaeadn ob w339 LygsLGmbob
GOOIom oblybogds (ob. gobzsendgoero, 1959, a3. 39-40).
336 3330800865, BeiffsBonsl LsfaBsBAEMHM X330 Bdoreras
1050-1060 fierdb Beahol. g, Lsfoboddethm X3560 0330
539698vam, 36 ©380753(9d0L LBIENB0 ymyo HAIHOLIMZOL
@3330pdRs. 07 0Bl 33300gxrolifjobgda, Hmd Bayerg-
3603 03 bsbs BmErdgmsl BHo3ob BdGgdob 398> 15-20
Foofol dmombmagms, 3mEL 36 304693000 LndsGoEmncesb,
079 30(HY300, GMA Amfj>89005L B3>0 EbE. XI b-0L 40-0560
frgdob @absfyobdo mbes w@sfygRnroym @ 0839 byaygbob
50-0560 §ergdab dgmey 65bg3z36hBo @ILEMEgdXmoym. g
&m3, R3063 330036b39%0m 96. 380d3330¢mol dogH 3>MemEOl
bYbo  3AMNIIME  NFOCLIBAHOLL, GMIT  EdZ0MNLS (s
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360 0303 366, gL gl Mresdanse fmes-
3o Bodudob 93dd6> 0rBsdmrmo BEs ogmb (H3dGob
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B0l 30330 S0rmpfsgorxre obbrxrgdel 3HEIro, 30637
@30 M3J30d XI b-0b 40-50-0560 Fergddns 8gjdbogno.

Lfmdge 30 s30mamigormo obbremgdol s3tm®ds
©>19335 306ggemo 3g3Emad - VI-ob 40-036 §engddo L3sGLgo-
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3007900 8owgHdols dMob 3dmemol, Byage RgaGBoby
@ L3300 @bxob 333330, 3530mpaMsgore obbregdol
HPobob, 3653mdobs s 3336 gl BgBmbingsod amBYby 3335¢ms.

b 08 LhmGae XI b-ob Bvgs GergdBo 3mbos, 3gtyzgemadlL
ob a363mgds, HmI 0839 b3BgRBo WymMbBHo dGmgzgmds gu
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The VI century Historic Chronicle in
“The Martyrdom of Davit and Kostantin”

The title of the hagiographic narration. The extant hagiographic nar-
ration depicting the martyrdom of Davit and Kostantin reached us
under the title “The Martyrdom and Merits of Saints and Great
Martyrs Davit and Kostantin, martyred in the North country -
Argveti area - Georgian Kingdom after the decease of the Great
and Exalted King Vakhtang Gorgasali, who took the reign over
the country and its glory with him to the grave, by the Ungodly
and Powerful King of Persia Murwan Al-Qasim called Murwan
the Deaf, Nephew of the False Prophet Muhmad”.

Redactions, manuscripts, publications. Two redactions of “The Martyr-
dom of Davit and Kostantin” have come down to us, namely the exten-
sive (original) redaction, called metaphrastian in the literature of the
subject and its summary or the Synaxarion redacton in five ver-
sions:The 12 manuscripts of the extensive redaction of “The Martyr-
dom of Davit and Kostandn” have come down to us: Q -~ 762
(Collection XIII-XIV cc.), A-170 (The Lives of Georgian Saints, 1733); A
-518 (Collecdon 1708); A-130 (Collecdon 1713); H-2077 (Collection
1736), H-2121 (The Lives of Georgian Saints, 1748); A-1136 (“The Mar-
tyrdom of Davit and Kostantin”, XVIII century); Kut-34 (Collection
XV century); H-1672 (The Lives of Georgian Saints, 1740); A-176
(The Lives of Georgian Saints,1743); Lening. H-22 (The Lives of Geor-
gian Saints. XVII-XVI cc.); Kut.-4 (Collectdon. 1565).

According to one of the manuscripts, “The Martyrdom" was first pub-
lished by M. Sabinin (Sabinin, 1882, pp. 323-33). He wanslated “The
Martyrdom” into Russian (see Sabinin, 1871, pp. 154-165) as well.

The academic publication of the extensive redaction of ’I'he Martyrdom
of Davit and Kostantin”, based on all the twelve extant manuscripts, was
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prepared by G. Kiknadze (see Monuments, 1971, pp. 248-263; Ibid. pp.
34-75).

E. Gabidzashvili prepared for publication all the five versions of the
Synaxarion redaction, preserved in ten manuscripts (see Monuments,
IV 1968, pp. 359-366; Ibid. pp. 40-77).

There also is the version of the “Martyrdom” written by Patiarch of
Georgia - Anton I (1768-1769) in the form of a laud (see Monuments,
1980, pp. 154-169; Ibid. pp. 148-169).

Historiography. As the Synaxarion redactions are based on the exten-
sive version of the hagiographic narration, naturally, the researchers
directed their attention to the extensive one. The main task was to
determine the sources used by the author of the “The Martyrdom”
and the time of its creation.

According to S. Kakabadze, the hagiographic narration is based on the
Greek keimenon redaction, later translated into Georgian and extend-
ed. He mentions that the trace of the wanslation is evidenced by the
following words: “threw them into the river Phasoni - Rioni in
the Georgian language.” (Ibid. p. 135).

K. Kekelidze paid special attention to the time of the Martyrdom’s crea-
ton. From his point of view, the metaphrastian redaction, dates back
not earlier than the first half of the XII century. Kekelidze's dating is
based on the sources, which in his opinion, were used by the author of
“The Martyrdom”. He believes that the author of the metaphrastian
redaction used the old keimenon redaction of “The Martyrdom”, which
has not come down to us. Regarding the historic background — namely,
the narration about the conquest of Jerusalem by the Persians, captur-
ing and then recovering the True Cross, K. Kekelidze thinks that the
author used the work of Antiochus Strategos” The Capture of Jerusalem
by the Persians in 614 year”, which was translated into Georgian in the
X century. He also believes that the author used the part of the Geor-
gian Chronicles (“KartlveltaTskhovreba”) depicting the invasion of
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Murwan the Deaf. Juansher, according to Kekelidze, being the figure of
the XI century, is the author of this part of the Georgian Chronicles.
According to Kekelidze, the author in his anti-Islamic polemics uses the
ant-Islamic polemic work included in Arsen Vache’s Son's “Dogma-
ticon” and dated back to the late XI century (K. Kekelidze, 1980, p.538).
According to P. Ingorokva, “The Martyrdom of Davit and
Kostantin” was written in the XI century; The author used the
old text about Davit and Kostantin as a basis and source for his
narration mentioning the textas the “Old Records” (Ingorokva, |
1978, p. 467). EROEOR

M. Sanadze studied this extract of the Georgian Chronicles depicting
the Arabs’ military campaign in West Georgia and came to the fol-
lowing conclusion: the author of the extensive redaction of “The
Martyrdom”, called metaphrastian, does not use the Georgian Chron-
icles as a source. On the contrary, the author of the aforementioned
part of the Georgian Chronicles used “The Martyrdom” as one of the
sources. The analyst of the Georgian Chronicles also used another
historic record unknown to the author of the “Martyrdom”. There-
fore, the Georgian Chronicles combine the stories of the two military
campaigns occurring in different periods. At that time, M. Sanadze
still believed that the sources used by the analyst of the aforemen-
tioned part of the Georgian Chronicles combined the two invasions of
different periods, but both being Arabian (Sanadze, 2001, pp..63-73;
Sanadze, Beradze, 2004, pp. 70-78).

The Sources of the Extensive (Original) Redaction of “The Martyr-
dom”. In order to review the sources, we will follow the narradon
startng from the data about the reign of Emperor Heraclius.

1. The author starts his narradon with the conquest of Jerusalem by the
Persians, capturing the True Cross and Patriarch of Jerusalem and taking
themn to Persia. He then depicts the defeat of the Persians by Emperor
Heraclius, returning of the Patriarch and restoring the True Cross to Jeru-
salem (Tbid. p. 33). In this very part depicting the devastation of Jerusalem
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the author mentgons his source —*The Book on the Capture of Jerusalem”.

Dealing with the question of identification of the mendoned book, /.
Marr suggested that this book was “The Capture of Jerusalem by the
Persians in 614 AD” by Antdochus Strategos (Antiochus Strategos, 1909,
pp- 42-44). As it was mentioned above, K. Kekelidze also shared this
opinion (Kekelidze, 1980, p. 538).

“The Capture of Jerusalem“,written in Greek by Antiochus Strategos, the
Abbot of the Lavra (monastery) of St. Saba near Jerusalem (the first quar-
ter of the VII century), was quite popular in the Christan East of the
Middle Ages.

Due to its popularity, the full Greek text of “The Capture of Jerusa-
lem” was translated into Arabic in the VIII-IX centuries. The Arabic
text was translated into Georgian in the X century. N. Marr and K
Kekelidze believe that this very translation is one of the sources of
“The Martyrdom” (see the translated text in Antiochus Strategos,
1909, p. 1-65).

The comparison of the respective part of “The Martyrdom” and Ant-
ochus Stratego’s book reveals that the author of “The Martyrdom” did
not directly use “The Capture of Jerusalem “as a source. There are
significant discrepancies between the two texts. Strategos tells us that
the Commander of the Persian King Khosrow, carried away the True
Cross, also captured Patriarch Zachariah and took him to Persia (614),
where the Patriarch died in captivity. Therefore, the Byzantine Em-
peror Heraclius who returned the True Cross to Jerusalem (630),
ranked Modesto into the Patriarch of Jerusalem (Kulakovski, 2004,
pp- 277-278). Unlike Strategos, the author of “The Martyrdom” nar-
rates that after restoring the True Cross to Jerusalem, Heraclius rein-
stated Zachariah as the Patriarch of Jerusalem, and however, his nar-
raton is not in compliance with the historic facts. Obviously, the
author of “The Martyrdom” did not use Antiochus Stratego’s work as
a source. As the story depicting the capture of the “God-protected”
City of Jerusalem and carrying away the True Cross by the Persian
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King Khosrow, his punishment by God was very popular, a number
of “books” in Greek, Arabic, and probably in Armenian and Georgian
depicted these historic events in a more or less detailed way and from
different didactic perspectives. The author of “The Martyrdom” ap-
parently used the version narrating the reinstatement of Patriarch
Zachariah after restoring the True Cross to Jerusalem by Emperor
Heraclius. The assumption that the story of the capture of Jerusalem
was narrated in various Georgian sources in a more or less complete
way and with different details, is evidenced by the fact that both -
“The Conversion of Karti” and Sumbat Davitis-Dze (Sumbat, the son
of Davit), who used “The Conversion of Kartli” as a source, mention
Modesto as the Patriarch of Jerusalem ordained by Emperor Heraclius
and not Zachariah, which is in full compliance with the historic facts.

The narradon about the Patriarch of Jerusalem, given in the
“Martyrdom”, coincides with the data concerning the True Cross,
depicted in “The Chronicle” by Theophanes the Confessor - the Byz-
antine author of the VIII-IX centuries (died in 818), the author men-
doned that after putdng his father to death, Kavadh Seroya - the son
of King Khosrow - “returned the captured Christians together with
Patriarch Zachariah and the True Cross - taken away from Jerusalem
by the Persian Commander Shah-baraz” - to Irakli (i.e. Emperor Her-
aclius) (see Theophanes the Confessor, 1883, pp. 327-328; Theopha-
nes the Confessor, 1884, p. 241).Thus, it is obvious that the author of
“The Martyrdom” did not use the work by Antochus Strategos as a
source. He presumably used either the work by Theophanes the Con-
fessor or his source of the similar contents. '

2. The Information about the marriage of Emperor Heraclius’ daugh-
ter to the Hakan of the Kipchaks. ...’king of the Greeks Heraclius, -
who by God's will campaigned. against the Persians, entered the
country of the Cumans, same Kipchaks, and married his daughter to -
the king of the Kipchaks; He took their forces together with his own
forces and invaded Persia and killed Khosrow - the king of Persia.
(Tbid., p. 123).
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Some Byzantine, Arabic, Syrian and Armenian sources mention the
betrothal of Heraclius’ daughter to the Hakan of the Turks or his son.
However, none of the sources points to the ethnonyms “Cuman” and
“Kipchak”. There is no data concerning the marriage of the Emperor’s
daughter and Hakan or his son. In fact, the marriage did not take
place because of the fiancé’s death. Therefore, we can't identify the
source of this informatdon. The mentioned marriage might have been
the author’s interpretation of the sources (Tbid. Comment 9). Regard-
ing the ethnonyms “Cuman” and “Kipchak”, it is obvious that the
term “Cuman” was available to the author of “The Martyrdom”, using
the Greek language text as a source. He tried to explain the word,
unknown to most of the Georgians, with the better-known ethno-
nym “Kipchak”.

3. The Information about the Meeting of Emperor Heraclius and Mo-
hammed. The narration resembles the records depicted in “The Siege
of Constantinople” translated in 1042 by Giorgi Mtatsmindeli (George
the Hagiorite) from Greek into Georgian (see “The Siege of Constant-
nople”, 1900, pp. 8-60). The extracts from both works are given below
for comparison:

“The Martyrdom of Davit and Kostandn™: “When king Heraclius,
returned from Persia, came to Egypt, Muhmad greeted him, giv-

ing him great gifts as he was very rich and reigned over the Ar-

abs. He asked the king lands and pastures to be given in his pos-

sessions; The king granted him valleys and mountains of the area

of Sinai, near Arabia . .. And the king came back to his city and

the country of the Greeks lived in peace and he was obeyed by

all people ”. (Tbid., p. 123).

* “The Siege of Constantinople”: “Coming from Persia to Jerusalem, Mo-
hammed together with his people met Emperor Heraclius and asked him
a place for himself and his people following him to settle down. He was
given the lands by Emperor Heraclius and they settled down, becoming
numerous and gaining in number day by day”.
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As we see, the similarity is evident. Yet, there are some differences.
“The Siege of Constantinople” does not mention the name of the
lands given to the Arabs (the area of Sinai). Therefore, this work can’t
be considered a direct source of “The Martyrdom”. However, it is
obvious that the author of “The Martyrdom” used either the very
source available to Giorgi Mtatsmindeli (George the Hagiorite) or
some other source of similar contents. At present the certain source
can't be identified.

4. “Disgracing the Mohammedans®. K. Kekelidze believes that the
author used Arsen Vache's Son's “Dogmaticon” (the end of the XI
century — the first third of the XII century), comprising dogmatic-
polemic works, including anti-Islamic works, translated by Arsen-
Vache's Son from Greek (K. Kekelidze, 1980, p. 538). In dating “The
Martyrdom of Davit and Kostantin” by the first half of the XII centu-
ry. this point of view serves for K. Kekelidze as the main argument.

Comparison of the texts evidences that the author of “The Martyr-
dom” did not directly use the works included in the “Dogmaticon”.
The source can't be identified in the very case as well. However, the
one thing is obvious: after the Arabs turned up and Islam spread,
quite a large number of polemic anti-Islamic works were created in
the Christan literature, including the Georgian one as well. Arsen-
Vache's son used this legacy in his “Dogmadcon”. Independently of
ArsenVache's son, other writers, the author of “The Martyrdom” be-
ing among them, used this legacy in their narrations as well.

5. “The Old Records’. The author of “The Martyrdom” used the nar-
rative about the martyrs’ deeds as the main source for his work. The
question is what kind of narrative it was. Was it a simple keimenon or
historic chronicle depicting the military campaign against Georgia
and mendoning the martyrdom of Davit and Kostantin as one of the
events occurring during the campaign?

As it was mentioned above, K. Kekelidze believes that the author of
“The Martyrdom” used as a source the old, non-extant, keimenon
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redacdon of “The Martyrdom of Davit and Kostantn”. The author
extended the redaction relying on historic background and turned the
redaction into a metaphrasdc version.

According to P. Ingorokva, the author of “The Martyrdom” based his
work on the old text about Davit and Kostandn. The author refers to
that source as “The Old Records".

E. Gabidzashvili contradicts with K. Kekelidze and other scholars
about the keimenon redaction of the Martyrdom. He argues that the
data obtained from the old sources don’t imply the existence of a
keimenon. E. Gabidzashvili thinks that the “The Martyrdom" is based
on some old sources, but he believes that the extensive redacton of
the hagiographic narration is not a metaphrastic version (extended
keimenon). It was originally written in the very same form, being
extant. He supposes that the reason for creating narration about “The
Martyrdom” is completion of Motsameta Monastery by King Bagrat
the IV (1027-1072) and burial of the martyrs’ holy relics. However,
the oldest manuscript of “The Martyrdom” (Q-761) dates back to the
XIII-XTV centuries, while the rest of the manuscripts — to the XVIII
century (Gabidzashvili, electronic version of the Martyrdom of Davit
and Kostantn, Ka.georgika.ac.ge/isi/).

We agree with the aforemendoned assumption. Moreover, as it is
shown below, the author of “The Martyrdom” used the Chronicles
about Vakhtang Gorgasali's sons’ (Darchil and Midrat) fight against
the Persians containing a short narradve about fight, capture and
martyrdom of the Princes of Argveti and mentioning their burial
place (see below).

Chronological frame of the narrations depicted in the extensive
(original) redaction of “The Martyrdom of Davit and Kostantin”.
Chronological frame of the facts and events depicted in the hagio-
graphic narration covers quite a long historical period (VII- XI centu-
ries), though the mentioned periods are not of the same significance
and value for the author.

105



The one parr of the narrations serves as an introduction. Here the author
is not maximally precise in adhering to the chronological consequence of
the historical facts. The reason for this is that the author has some differ-
ent didactic intention implying persuasion of the reader and the hearer in
the success of the Oriental Orthodox World in the period of the reign of
the God fearer ruler (The Caesar Heraclius) in Byzantine. The author's
intendon is also oriented at depicting how God due to the heretic emper-
ors punished and exposed Byzantine and its neighborhood to peril in the
form of the ungodly Arabs. Thus, this part of “The Martyrdom"” should be
singled out from the chronological point of view.

Chronologically the period of the martyrdom and life of martyrs Davit and
Kostantin creates separate part of the hagjographic narration. The mentioned
period is predisely determined by the author: all the twelve extant manu-
scripes of the extensive (original) redaction point to the fact that the martyr-
dom of Davit and Kostantin occurred: “The saint martyrs Davit and
Kostantn were martyred in six thousand two hundred forty-nine from
the beginning of times, in seven hundred and thirty after the crucifixion
of Christ, in the period of the reign of the iconoclast - Leon Isaurian -
over the Greeks, in the period of the reign of Vakhtang Gorgasali's sons
over the Georgians” (Tbid,, p.144).

As for the synaxarion redactions, as mentoned earlier, have origins
from the extensive redactions and represent the compendiums of
different size. We, basically, have the same date from the beginning
of times in them. One of the Synaxarion extensive redaction narrates:

(1) "Started a campaign from the beginning of times in six thousand
two hundred and forty third year, and after the crucifixion of Christ
in the seven hundred and seventy seventh year” (I]?id., pP-75).

The one short version of the synaxarion redaction narrates:

(2) "From the beginning of imes in the six thousand two hundred and
forty ninth year, and after the crucifixion of Christ, in seven hundred and
forty ninth year during the reign of the iconoclast - Leon the Isaurian -
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upon the Greeks, and during the reign of Vakhtang Gorgasali's sons - Mir
and Archil - upon the Georgians” (Ibid., p. 77).

(3) The second one states: "from the beginning of times in the six
thousand two hundred and forty ninth year, and after the crucifixion
of Christ in seven hundred and thirtieth year during the reign of Leo
the Isaurian upon Greeks, and [the reign of] Vakhtang Gorgasali's
sons -Archil and Darchil - upon the Georgians” (Ibid., p. 77).

The vast majority of the catalogues of the synaxarion redactons were
created later (XVI-XVIII centuries). The only catalogue, being extant, is
dated by the XII-XTV centuries). As it is obvious, this is the only case in
synaxarion redactions, where the date of Davit and Konstantin's martyr-
dom is "from the beginning of times - six thousand two hundred and
forty third year.” In all the other cases "from the beginning of times - six
thousand two hundred and forty nine" is given. As for the date after
Christ's crucifixion (AD), it differs significantly: seven hundred and thirty,
seven hundred and forty nine, seven hundred and seventy seven.

The date given in the original (extensive) redaction - 730 (seven hundred and
thirty) after Christ's crudifixion is evidenced only in the one extant catalogue,,
while all the other catalogues give different dates (749, 777). We think that
their authors noticed incompliance between the dates of the edensive
(original) redaction (6249 from the beginning of times is not equal t 730);
The authors tried to bring into compliance the dates, but they miscalculated
the date). For eample, if we take for a basis the Greek (Byzantine) beginning
of imes - 5508 year - then in the first case (6243 year from the beginning of
times and after Christ’s crucifidon - 777), we will have 6243-5508=735 year
from the beginning of times, not being equal to 777 year after Christ’s crucifix-
ion; Or in the other case (6249 year from the beginning of times, 749 year
after Christ’'s cruciftdon), we will have 6249-5508=741 year from the begin-
ning of times, not being equal to 749 year after Christ’s crucifiion; Though, if
we make calculation based on Julius Africanus’, the Roman beginning of
times (5502), we will have 747 year, being less inaccurate.

In this case the privilege is also attached to the date given in the extensive
(original) redacton - 730 year, being also incompliant with 6249 year
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from the beginning of times. We have 6249-5508=741 year, not being
equal to 730 year after Christ’s crucifixion and being incorrect.

Thus, we can conclude that the manuscripts of both extensive and
synaxarion redactions, except the one (where 43 is obviously by mis-
take given instead of 49), give six thousand and two hundred and
forty nine year form the beginning of times as the date of Davit and
Kostantin's martyrdom.

As for the date after Christ’s crucifixion, it should be speculated that
the date after Christ’s crucifidon was not mentioned in the chronicle,
being used as the source for the haglograp]'uc narration at all and the
date was just added by the author of the hagiographic narration.
Though the author didn't seem to be concerned about the compliaﬁce
of the date with already existed one (6249).

1. The chronological farmework of the facts is depicted in the introductory
parofthe story. The story tells about the "Servant of God" — Caesar Heraclius,
ruling Byzantium in 610-641. The narmrative begins with the story of the 614
year, when in the pericd of the last Byzantine-Sassanid Wars (602-628), the
army of Persian Great Shah Khosrow I (Khosrow Parviz 590-528) invaded
Jerusalem and carried away the "True Cross” (see comment ‘2 ). In the dedi- '
sive battle near the capital of Persia - Cresiphon - Caesar Heraclius severely
defeated the Persians (628) and restored the "True Cross” to Jerusalem in 630

(Ibid., comment any,

In this part of the story the narrative is ideological: Caesar Heraclius, for
absolutely certain purposes, is glorified as an exceptonally pious and
believer Caesar. This fact is regarded as the reason for his success in the
fight against the Persians. The above-mendoned fact in the narration is
presented to wimess the gospel ruth and to manifest it to the orthodox
parish: how the God praises the devoted and curses the superstitious
and ungodly Christans.

Indeed, Caesar Heraclius was neither pious, nor victorious (see

also, comment (V). It was during his reign by the 30s of the VII
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century, when the Arabs deprived Byzantine of its Eastern
and Southern provinces (including Africa). But the author is less
concerned with the historical truth (he might not be aware of
it). He uses the unknown, not-extant version of "The fall of Jeru-
salem” as a source, being very popular story in those days - in the
Middle East (see also comments &) ). The author follows the ver-
sion easily.

The author depicts the one century long period after Caesar Heracli-
us’s emperorship with a few words: "After the death of king Hera-
clius, herertic, disgraceful and iconoclast kings and patriarchs
came into power". That is how he defines the period in the Byzan-
tine history from 641 to 741. In fact, heresy — Monothelitism estab-
lished by Caesar Heraclius, was condemned in 681 by the Sixth Ecu-
menical Council. Thus, from 681 undl 718 - before the enthrone-
ment of Leon 111 Isaurian (718-741) as the Emperor of Byzantine, and
before the inoduction of new heresy — iconoclasm by him, Ortho-
doxy prevailed in Byzantium. As regarding Iconoclasm as heresy,
after the death of Leon Isaurian - for over forty years - it remained as
an officially recognized confession until 787 when it was condemned
by the Seventh Ecumenical Council.

In the same chronological framework (641-741), the author of "The
Martyrdom of Davit and Kostantin” tells us that: "After the death of
king Heraclius, ..... Muhmad became powerful and reigned over
the Persians and Arabs”. This is the chronological anachronism: the
Persians and the Arabs becarne powerful and Muhammad "ruled over
the Arabs” not after the death of Heraclius, but contemporaneously to
his reign (627-632 years).

The next chronological indicator for the author is Murwan the Deaf:

(see also comment (19) ): "After the death of Muhmad the power was
transmitted to his nephew “Murwan the Deaf", being as evil and cruel
as himself." Here, once again we are dealing with the chronological
confusion: “Murwan the Deaf’ - Marwan ibn Muhammad is distant
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from Muhammad by the whole century; Added to this fact, “Murwan
the Deaf’ was not Mohammed's nephew, he was not Mohammed's

even a relatve (see also comment (19)). To answer the queston -
Why did the author of "The Martyrdom" name the invader of Geor-
gia and the person who put Davit and Kostantin to death, as "Murwan
the Deaf” - We need to find out when the Reigns of Argveti - Davit
and Kostantn lived.

2. The Time of Davit and Kostantin's Life and Martyrdom. The main
argument for dating the life of main figures of the hagiographic narra-
ton is the ttle of the work itself, stating that: "The Martyrdom and
Merits of Saints and Great Martyrs Davit and Kostantin, mar-
tyred in the ... Georgian Kingdom after the decease of the Great
and Exalted King Vakhtang Gorgasali, who took the reign over
the country and its glory with him to the grave."

This evidences that the martyrdom of Davit and Kostantin took place
not long after the death of the King of Georgia, Vakhtang Gorgasali.
Otherwise, it is impossible to understand the following expression:
"after the decease of the Great and Exalted King Vakhtang Gor-
gasali”. Indeed, in another place the work narrates: "At that time the
sons of the Great King Vakhtang Gorgasali — Archil and Darchil
- were in the fortress called Anakophia”. Also: "As the elder broth-
er Archil had been killed, Darchil entered the fortress of Anako-

phia” (Ibid., p. 137).

Now it is obvious that we are dealing not with the Arabs, and *
"Murwan the Deaf", more precisely, not with the invasion of Georgia
by the Arab commander Marwan ibn Muhammad, really occurred in
the period of the reign of the Byzantine Caesar Leon III Isaurian 717-

741) - nearly in the 30s of the VIII century (see also comment (16)y, )
but with the invasion of the Persians occurring in the period of the 20
-year war bet:ween Byzant:me and Persia (542-562).
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In the 40s of the VI century the main battlefield was Egrisi (Lazica,
according to the Byzandne sources). Indeed, the new chronology of
Vakhtang Gorgasali's life and reign, presented by us, states the 527
year for Vakhtang Gorgasali's death (M.Sanadze, 2013, pp. 370-375)
and literally corresponds to the information preserved in “The Mar-
tyrdom of Davit and Kostantin ": the sons of Vakhtang Gorgasali were
the figures in the midst of the VI century, during the Byzantne-
Persia great war.

As it is generally known, the sons of Vakhtang Gorgasali were
Darchil (elder) and Mirdat, the same Mir (Vakhtang also had from his
second Greek wife - Helen - the son Leon, who died earlier). At the
same time, all the manuscripts of the extensive (original) redaction of
"The Martyrdom of Davit and Kostantin” menton Archil and Darchil
as Vakhtang’s sons. This fact is a mistake of the scribe.

It seems that all manuscripts of extensive (original) redaction of hagi-
ographic narration come from the one, (which has not reached us),
trying to replace the name Mir (Mirdat) by Darchil and all manu-
scripts of the synaxarion redactions, except the only one, are based on
the same manuscripts.

The only synaxarion manuscript narrates: “And these saints and no-
blemen martyred from the beginning of times - in six thousand two
hundred and forty ninth year, after the crucifidon of Christ, in seven
hundred and forty ninth year, in the period of the reign of the icono-
clast Leon the Isaurian upon the Greeks, and [the reign of] Vakhtang
Gorgasali's sons Mir and Archil upon the Georgians” (Ibid., p. 77).

This manuscript of the synaxarion redaction apparently derives from
that manuscript of the extensive redaction, mendoning Vakhtang's
sons not as Archil and Darchil (in other words, Vakhtang's elder son's
name Darchil was not mistakenly doubled by the name Archil), but
Vakhtang's sons’ names - Darchil and Mir(dat) —~ were mentioned as
Archil and Mir.
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Now let’s return to the above-mentioned question: Why did the au-
thor in his hagiographic narration name the invader of Georgia and
the person who put Davit and Kostandn to death, as "Murwan the
Deaf™?

There is only one explanadon: The chronicle, narréu'ng the story
about the execution of the Argvetian Princes Davit and Kostantin, did
not mention the name of the invader - the word with the general
meaning “mighty” was used to mention him. However, it was evident
that he fought against the Christians, in other words, he was ant-
Christan. In the chronicle the invading enemy was called "the Per-
sian,” being "pagan”, "indecent” and "ungodly”. The enemy of the
mentioned type was considered by the XI century author to be the
Muslims and Arabs.

That’s why, being absolutely certain about dealing with the invasion
of the Arabs, the author added "Arabs” to the ancient chronicle's defi-
nidon the "Persians.” As for mentioning the unknown Persian com-
mander as "Murwan the Deaf,” this can be explained by the fact that
the Arab commander's campaigns, being full of cruelty, left indelible
trace on the historic memory (both written and oral) of the Georgian
society.

That's why the author of "The Martyrdom" restored the name of the
unknown commander "mighty” in the available historical chronicle
as "Murwan the Deaf.” Thus, with one stroke of the pen the "Persians”
became the "Arabs”", a Persian army commander, someone "mighty" —
“Murwan the Deaf,” and Davit and Kostantin became honored people
in the 30s of the VIII century. This is caused by the fact that after the
conquest of Persia by the Arabs and the rise of Arab Khalifat on its
territory, in the period of creation of the "The Martyrdom” (in the
middles of the X! century) the ethnonym "Persian" became the gen-
eral name of a Muslim, while earlier the ethnonym used to name
only specific people - Persians (See Gabashvili, 1968, p. 271; See also
comment 39).
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The fact that the author of the hagiographic narradon regarded the
period of Davit and Kostantin as the period of the Arab invasions and
"Murwan the Deaf", was supported by the fact that the names of
Vakhtang Gorgasali’s sons - Darchil and Mir — were very close to the
names of Mir (Mirdat) and Archil, being the sons of Stephanos the III,
ruling in the first half of the VIII century - the period of the Arab
invasions and "Murwan the Deaf".

The assumption is also supported by the fact that after several decades
— in the 70s of the XI century, this hagiographic narration about the
martyrdom of Argveti Princes was already used by Leont Mroveli as
one of his sources to complete the incomplete historical period of
“The Georgian Chronicles” — from the rule of Stephanos the II up to
the reign of Bagrat the IV - to write “The Life of Bagrat”. Due to Le-
ont the mistake was deepened: Because of the fact that the Arab in-
vasions and the invasions of "Murwan the Deaf" were already used by
the author of the hagiographic narration as historical background,
naturally, Leond, because of the resemblance between the names of
Vakhtang’s sons (Darchil and Midrat/Mir) and the names of the sons
of Stephanos the III — Mir and Archil - regarded the whole story as
the event occurred in the period of the life of the sons of the Stepha-
nos the IlI. That’s why the story merged with the available chroni-
cles, depicting the struggle against the Arabs, particularly, with
Maslama ibn Abd-al-Malik (714-716 years) (see Sanadze, 2001, pp. 63
-74; Sanadze, Beradze, 2004, pp. 95-108).

Thus, we can conclude that the chronicle depicting the struggle of the
Princes of Argved against the Persians in the middles of the VI centu-
ry and the martyrdom of the Princes was transformed by the XI cen-
tury author into hagiographic narration, using the period of the Arab
invasions and "Murwa the Deaf” as historical background. In the 70s
of the same century Leond Mroveli merged happenings and historical
figures with the narration depicting the life of the sons of Stephanos
the 111, struggling against the Arabs in the VIII century, and inserted
it into “The Georgian Chronicles”.
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Why no contemporary researcher paid attenton to the fact that
Darchil and Archil (as well as Archil and Mir) were persistently called
Vakhtang Gorgasali’s sons in the hagiographic narration?

The reason for this fact is that in historiography Vakhtang Gorgasali’s
death was mostly dated between 490-502 years. Thar's why the asso-
ciation of his sons’ reign with the period of the Great Byzantine-
Persia War looked rather unconvincing.

Besides this, reoccurring names of Arabs and ,,Murwan the Deaf’ in
the text also seemed to have some significance. The researchers might
have faced some dilemma: they had to give preference to one of the
versions — either they had to admit that it was the epoch of Arabs and
Marwan ibn Muhammad, or they had to admit that it was the epoch
after the reign of Vakhtang Gorgasali - the epoch of his sons’ reign,

In this case the dilemma was resolved in favor of ,,Murwan the Deaf"
and the Arabs. It can also be supposed that in old Georgian texts the
words “father” and “son” were not always used with their present
meanings — alongside with the concrete meaning, these words pos-
sessed general meaning as well - “predecessor” and “ancestor” (M.
Sanadze 2001 (b) p. 9). That's why, if anyone paid any attention to the
fact of naming Vakhtang's sons, he considered the word “son” to be
used with the meaning of offspring. In the case of datng Vakhtangs’
death by the 527 year (M.Sanadze, 2013, pp. 370-375), the. issue can
be considered from the different angle.

In favor of the fact that the chronicle serving as a basis for hagio-
graphic narradon depicted the Persian invasion and the great Bi-
zantyne-Persian war (542-562) proves the following as well: firstly, if
the name of “Murwan the Deaf” is not given, we can see that the nar-
radon refers to the Persians and the Arabs, while in some cases solely
the Persians being mentoned. This is the very case when either the
author or the further editor of the hagiographic narradon forgot to
add the “Arabs” to the “Persians”. .
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The fact that the narraton deals with the epoch of Vakhtang Gor-
gasali is evidenced by the presence of the Abash in the army. Who
were the Abash in the "Murwan the Deaf’s” army in the 30s of the
VIII century - it has been a long term discussion for historians. The
thing is that the Abash appeared in Vakhtang Gorgasali’s life. To fight
against the Abash Vakhtang Gorgasali set to India together with the
king of Persia. Based on the information of Juansher, after the victory
over the Abash, the king of Persia divided them: he made some of the
Abash stay on the place, while others were repatriated from the East-
ern borders of Persia to the West, particularly, to Persia itself. The
very Abash were in the Persians’ army during the invasion of the so
called “Murwan the Deaf".

The notice about the magus and augurs in the narration points to the
pre-Islamic epoch as well: “ungodly Murwan the Deaf summon
magus and augurs of Persia, sent them to saint martyrs ” (Ibid.
133). The conquerors’ maggoty is evidenced in the other places of the
text as well. “Saying this, he (Murwan the Deaf) started talking to
them cajolingly in a magus way”. (Ibid., p. 129).

The fact is that, addressing magus and augurs was absolutely uncom-
mon for Islamic Arabs. “Magus”, “maggoty” and “augurs “are the cate-
gories typical to Zoroastrianism and not to Islam. This can be consid-
ered the additional argument for the fact that the source of “The Mar-
tyrdom of Davit and Kostantin” was created in the pre-Islamic, Zoro-
astrian period. Thus, the enemy and “the mighty”, against whom the
Princes of Argveti Davit and Kostantn struggled, were not the Mus-
lim Arabs but the Zoroastrian Persians.

Which year invasion of the Persians was reflected in the old historical
chronical? According to the hagiographic narration, the invasion oc-
curred in 6249 from the beginning of tdmes. As it’s known there were
different types of calculadon of the beginning of dmes. From the be-
ginning, in Georgia, during VI-X centuries mostly the Georgian be-
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ginning of times ~ the 5604 year - was in use, while from the XI century the
chronalogy was based on the Byzantian beginning of times — the 5508 year.

From our point of view, the text could have pointed to six thousand and one
hundred forty nine (and not six thousands two hundred and forty nine), being
equivalent to the 545 year according to the Georgian beginning of times
(5604) and implying the period of the reign of Vakhtang Gorgasli's sons -
Darchil and Mirdat/Mir (here mentioned as Archil and Darchil by mistake).

In the XI century in order to calculate which year corresponds to
beginning of times 6149, they deducted the 5508 year of the Byzant-
an beginning of times (which already spread in Georgia at that time)
from 6149 and got the 641year. In the situation, being convinced that’
they dealt with the invasion of.the Arabs, they decided that
“hundred” in six thousand [one] hundred forty nine was an accidental
mistake so they changed “hundred” by “two hundred”. That was the

Calculated according to | Calculated according to the Greek begin-
the Georgian beginning ning of dmes - 5508
of times - 5604

Six thousand one hun-
dred forty nine

6149 - 5604 =545

Six thousand one hun-
dred forty nine

6149- 5508 = 641

Six thousand two
hundred forty nine

6249- 5508 =741

way they got the 741 year — the epoch of the Arabs, “Murwan the
Deaf" and Leon the Isaurian.

The Date of the Creation of Hagiographic Narration. The date of cre-
atng “The Martyrdom of Davit and Kostantn” as a hagiographic nar-
ration is the issue of special discussion. The conclusive part of “The
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Martyrdom of Davit and Kostantin” can serve as some type of the implicit
reference to this very issue. It narrates: “But it was unknown and hid-
den until the reign of the great King Bagrat. Being inspired by the
holy spirit, he buiit on the very place the monastery for hermitage
and solitude. He built the beautiful monastery for the saint martyrs
and rested them in the beautiful tomb in the monastery built by
him for the parish to see and worship them®. (Tbid., p.143).

As we see, the burial place was invisible and hidden, in other words,
the information about the eternal burial place of the saints was un-
known undil the reign of King Bagrat. To eternalize the burial place of
the saints, King Bagrat built the beautiful monastery.

True, in this case we deal with the information on the “invisibility”
and “secrecy” of the saints’ burial place, but it is also evident why the
place had been hidden before and unveiled only in the epoch of King
Bagrat’s reign, after the unknown old chronicle deciphered. The
chronicle narrates about the Persian invasion in Georgia, about the
Persians campaign in passing by Ordzkhe and Argvet to Abkhazeti
and about the battle scenes near the fortress of Anakophia against
Vakhtang Gorgasali’s sons Darchil and Mir.

At the same time, naturally, the chronicle narrated about all the battle
scenes the Persian troops faced on the way to the foruess of Anako-
phia: the Princes of Argvet Davit and Kostantin’s victory over the
Persian leading troops, the campaign of infuriated Persian command-
er with his main forces, the struggle of Davit and Kontantin against
the Persians determined to fight with Vakhtang Gorgasali’s sons,
Davit and Kostantin's capture and death punishment, burring their
bodies by the faithful servants and their concrete burial place men-
tioned by the chronicle.

Learning of the narration by “The Great King Bagrat” resulted in un-
veiling the “invisible” and “hidden” burial place, as well as in building
the monastery for the martyrs. Obviously, the narration could not
have been written unidil the chronicle deciphered.
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It should be mentoned that the XI century is quite a significant peri-
od from this point of view: the country’s integration resulted in sig-
nificant qualitadve advancement of national consciousness. To nur-
ture national traditions in the people, representatives of the church
and secular power were trying to revitalize the saints’ burial places
mentioned in the written sources and to eternalize their names by
building monasteries etc... From this point of view, erecting saint
Nino's Bodbe monastery is the typical example of the above men-
doned. As the historical place Bodisi (today's Ninotsminda ) was re-
garded as the Hereti Bodbe, so Bodbe was considered to be the place
of saint Nino's death and burial. Just for this reason the monastery
was erected in honor to saint Nino.

Thus, in the middle of the XI century the interest to the place of mar-
tyrdom of Davit and Kostantin aroused when the local Greek lan-
guage chronicle, already translated into Georgian, and depicting the
Byzantine —Persian great war period was deciphered. The chronicle
evidenced the death of Argveti Princes.

On the basis of the chronicle, Bagrat erected the monastery of mar-
tyrs “Motsameta” on the very site regarded as the saints’ burial place.

The fact that erecting the monastery took place in the period of the
reign of King Bagrat the [V implicitly points to the inscription on the
reliquary cross of Martyrs Monastery: “God save and glorify Bagrat -
the King of Abkhazians and Novelisimos; God show mercy to
Sophrom Erushneli - the son of Qveli, save the soul of the Brute " (see
Brose, 1850, p. 46; Bakradze, 1875, p. 103).

M. Brose the inscription ~ “Bagrat - the King of Abkhazians and Nov-
elisimos” — quite reasonably associated with Bagrat the IV. T. Sak-
varelidze tributed special work to the mentioned cross. It was dated
by 1040-1060 years (Sakvarelidze, 1965, pp.333 —334). In dating the
cross, the main point for the researcher was the titles of Bagrat the IV
—Novelisimos.
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It is known that Bagrat the IV attained different titles in sequence —
Byzantdne titles of Kurapalates, Novelisimos and finally Sevastos
(Javakhishvili, 1998, p.341). While defining the chronological frames
of creating the reliquary cross, T. Sakvarelidze was guided by the fact
that last Bagrat the IV — as the holder of the title of Kurapalates - was
mentioned in authentic sources — in the foomote of the manuscript
of the Jerusalem Jvari monastery (see. Tsagareli 1889, p. 43; Me-
treveli, 1959, p. 89).

Today this date can be defined more precisely. The earliest one
among the presently known sources is the Avlari inscripdon where
Bagrat the IV is mentioned as the holder of the title of Novelisimos
(see G. Gagoshidze, 2004, p. 48-53), the latest source is the 1059 year
will-inscriptions on Alaverdi (Katskhi) gospel (see the descripdon of
the manuscripts, 1973, p. 214).

It should be mentoned that in the 1060 year inscription of
GhulalisiBagrat the [V is already mentioned as the holder of Sevastos
title (see Tsiskarishvili, 1959, pp. 39-40). Hence, the reliquary cross of
Motsameta was created between 1050-1060 years. Obviously, the
mentioned cross should have been created either for already erected
monastery or for the monastery in the last stage of consauction.

If we also consider the fact that at that time construction of the mon-
asteries, as Motsameta, typically took 15-20 years, we won't be mis-
taken in saying that construction of Motsameta monastery should
have started in the beginning of the 40s of the XI century and should
have been erected in the second half of the 50s in the same century.

So, we agree with En. Gabidzashvili’s assumpdon according to which
the date of creating the extensive (original) redacdon of the hagio-
graphic narradon, today regarded as metaphrastan redaction of the
text about the martyrdom of Davit and Kostantn, should coincide
with the date of construction of the monastery and the ceremonial re-
burial of the remains. Thus the extensive (original) redaction of the
hagiographic narration was created in the 40-50s of the XI century.
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Just the first mistake was made by the author of the hagiographic
parradon — he took the chronicle depicting Persian invasion (545
year) during the Persian-Byzantine great war (541-562) for the Arab
invasion and he developed the story narrated in the chronicle, de-
scribing the struggle of princes of Argveti with the enemy, their captivity
and Martyrdom, in the frame of the “Murwan the Deaf's” invasion.

The fact that the author of the hagiographic narration wrote the story just
in the middles of the XI century, is evidenced by the following: Leonti
Mroveli took this already Arabized invasion, fusing of Vakhtang Gor-
gasalis sons Darchil and Mir's struggle against the Persians and because of
the resemblance between the names of the sons of Stephanos the I1II-
Archil and Mir (the first half of the VIII century) combined it with the
chronicle describing their struggles against the Arabs.

It is obvious that Leontd Mroveli relied on the information given in
the hagiographic narration and not vice versus: Leond Mroveli nar-
rates about the Arabs’ defeat, while, according to the hagiographic
narration “The Martyrdom of Davit and Kostantin”, the Persians
gained victory over Vakhtang Gorgasali's sons. Besides this, according
to Leontd Mroveli the Arabs faced two happenings — flood and epide-
my — when the author of “The Martyrdom” is informed only about
the flood (Sanadze, (a) 2001, p. 68). Thus, before Leonti Mroveli in-
cluded the story of Stephanos the III and his sons - Mir and Archil -
in the “The Georgian Chronicles” (this should have happened within
the nearest period after Bagrat’s death (1072)), the hagiographic nar-
raton about the martyrdom of Davit and Kostantin, developed on the
background of the period of Arabs and “Murwan the Deaf”, had al-
ready been created.

Reconstruction of the VI Century Historical Chronicles. As we have
mendoned above, the main source used in “The Martyrdom of Davit
and Kostantn” is the historical chronicle depicting the 545 year cam-
paign of the Persians in West Georgia (Egrisi) during the great Persian
-Byzantine war (542-562).
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We tried to reconstruct the chronicle in accordance with the exten-
sive (original) redaction of the hagiographic narration and we repre-
sent it here together with the translated text of extensive (original)
redaction of “The Martyrdom”.

While reconstructing the material, we extracted from the text of
“The Martyrdom” historical narration from Heraclius Caesar to the so
-called “Murwan the Deaf"; names of “Murwan the Deaf” and Muhmed ,
as well as the extensive anti-Muslim polemics. The muld dots point to
the extracted parts.

It should be mentioned that the extraction of several names (“Murwan
the Deaf’, Muhmed and arabs) and the text comprising ant-Muslim
polemics, as well as the extraction of historical introduction preceding
the narration about the invasion itself, can't either distort the infor-
mation or make it ambiguous. The extraction makes narration adhe-
sive and logically coherent.

Here we present both the translated text of extensive (original) redac-
tion and Reconstruction of the VI Century Historical Chronicles as
well.

For Publishing the English Version of the Text. The English version
of the extensive (original) redaction of “The Martyrdom of Davit and
Kostantin” is made according to G. Kiknadze’s publicaton based on
all the extant (12) manuscripts of the hagiographic narration (see old
Georgian hagiographic literature, III, Tbilisi, 1971. pp. 248-263 - in
Georgian; Ibid.,, pp. 122-144).
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Extensive (Original) Redac-
tion of “The Martyrdom of
Davit and Kostantin”

The Martyrdom and Merits of
Saints and Great Martyrs Davit
and Kostantin, martyred in the
North country -Argveti area -

Georgian Kingdom after the
decease of the Great and Exalt-
ed King Vakhtang Gorgasali,
who took the reign over the
country and its glory with him
to the grave, by the Ungodly
and Powerful King of Persia
Murwan Al-Qasim called
Murwan the Deaf (Murwan
Qru), Nephew of the False
Prophet Muhmad

In the period of the rule of pious
king Heraclius, reigning with his
royal scepter over the Greeks,
the king of Persia Khosrow cam-
paigned against God protected,
sacred city — Jerusalem, where by
God’s will the entire world was
saved. As it is written in the book
“The Capture of Jerusalem”, he
took the city, captures and slaugh-
tered a many men and women,

Reconstruction of the VI
Century Historical Chronicles

[The Story of the Campaign]
of the Ungodly and Powerful
Nephew of the King of Persia
to the North country -Argvet
area - Georgian Kingdom after

the decease of the Great and

Exalted King Vakhtang

Gorgasali, who took the reign
over the country and its glory

with him to the grave
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Extensive (original) redaction of “The Martyrdom of Davit and Kostan-

priests, deacons and virgins to perform Christ’s words: “Verily I say unto
you, do not be left here one stone upon another, that shall not be thrown
down."
Jerusalem, being captured many times by the Babylonians and Ro-
mans, while now by the Persians, taking the True Cross away,
Christ was crucified on for our sins; Patriarch Zachariah was cap-
tured and taken to Persia, while the Persians went back to Persia.
The True Cross made so many miracles that the word about the
reveladon of the “Christian’s God” was heard in Persia.
This deeply saddened pious king of the Greeks Heraclius, who by
God's will campaigned against the Persians, entered the country of
the Cumans, same Kipchaks, and married his daughter to the king of
the Kipchaks; He took their forces together with his own forces and
invaded Persia and killed Khosrow - the king of Persia, captured
and ruined the country, took the True Cross and Patriarch Zachari-
ah and he — the mighty- was back to Jerusalem; He rested some of
remnants of the True Cross in Jerusalem, while others sent to Con-
stantinople; He reinstated Patriarch Zachariah.
When king Heraclius, returned from Persia, came to Egypt, Muhmad
greeted him, giving him great gifts as he was very rich and reigned over
the Arabs. He asked the king lands and pastures to be given in his pos-
sessions; The king granted him valleys and mountains of the area of
Sinai, near Arabia . . . And the king came back to his city and the coun-
try of the Greeks lived in peace and he was obeyed by all people.
After the death of king Heraclius, heretic, disgraceful and icono-
clast kings and patriarchs came into power. According to Maxim:
"By God’s will the kings of the Greeks were belittled, while the
Arabs and Persians gained strength”. Muhmad became powerful
and reigned over the Persians and Arabs; He took Egypt and Pal-
estine into his own possession. Then merciful Johan preferred to
escape to his estate in Cyprus and he died there.
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Extensive (Original) Redaction of
“The Martyrdom of Davit and

After the death of ungodly Mu-
hmad. he transferred the power
to his nephew Murwan the
Deaf, being as evil and cruel as
himself. When he - ungodly -
took reign over the Persians and
Arabs, called on his godless eth-
nic tribes and by God’s will and
as a wrath for our sins fought
against Christians —~ outstanding
and prominent part of mankind;
He ruined and destroyed and
captured the countries of
Greece and Armenia up to the
sea and then spread as ominous
clouds, numerous as locust and
midge and covered the whole
country, as they came and
camped in Samtskhe, near the
city Odzrkhe. Since then and up
to now this city has been
known for its heroic deeds.

Now, it's time to mention Davit
and Kostantin - saint martyrs
known for their deeds and devo-
tion to Christ. We dedicate the
narration to them.

You, the sheep of Christ, coming
with the desire to perform this
holy day to them, direct your

Reconstruction of the VI Centu-
ry Historical Chronicles

..he = ungodly - took reign.
over the Persians ... called on
his godless .ethnic tribes and

by God’s will and as a wrath-

for our sins. fought ., against
Christians He ruined and
destroyed and captured the
countries of Greece and Ar-.
menia up to the sea and then
spread as ominous clouds,
numerous as locust and midge
and covered the whole coun-
try, as they came and camped
in Samtskhe, near the city
Odzrkhe.
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mind and listen with care, in
order not to return home being
shallow, but being full of vir-
tue.

As I mentioned earlier, the no-
tice about coming the pagans to
the country spread and people’s
hearts became full of fear and
thrill. But as the old records
narrate, Davit and Kostantin —
the Georgian saint martyrs
from the Argveti sites — were
the representatives of a big and
noble family — the reigns of this
area. They were relatives, being
baptized with the same font,
Andria and Simon Kananeli
baptized the Georgians. They
-preached Christianity among
the Georgians prior to Nino.
These saints were pure and
they knew well both old and
new testament. They were true
believers, vigorous men, expe-
rienced in wars and struggles.
The eldest one was Davit -
lean, with pale complexion,
brown haired, well-built and
virile. While Kostantin was
well-built and bearded. Both
were full of holy spirit.

As soon as these saints heard
about coming the pagans to the
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. the notice about coming
the pagans to the country
spread and people’s hearts
became full of fear and thrill.

....Davit and Kostantin ....

from the Argveti sites — were
the representatives of a big
and noble family — the reigns
of this area. They were relatives,

... vigorous men, experienced
in wars and struggles.

As soon as they ... heard about
coming the pagans to the



Samtskhe area, they gained
God-granted strength, alike
chain robe, protected the
saints; They gathered the army
of their area, strengthening
them by praying overnight.
When the pagans set from
Samtskhe to Argveti and the
leading, best troops marched,
then these saints started pray-
ing Davit's Gospel together
with their people. Davit was
praying this gospel while strug-
gling with the giant. When
seeing these saints, the pagans
roared as a beast and rushed at
them. Saint Davit shielded
Christ’s name and made his
army fearless. He roared like a
lion, banished the enemy,
slaughtered them and granted
Christians great victory.

Then the escaped retreated and
told Murwan the Deaf what
had happened to them: “Your
leading and best troops were
destroyed by firewood servants”.
He knocked himself on the face
and said: “Who dared to stand
against the great apostle ~ Mu-
hmad - the brother of my
mother?” e
He said this and called on the

Samtskhe area, they gained
god-granted swength, ... gath-
ered the army of their area ....

When the pagans set from
Samtskhe to Argveti and the
leading, best troops marched,

.... Davit shielded Christ’s
name and made his army fear-
less. He ‘roared like a lion,
banished the enemy, slaugh-
tered them and granted Chris-
tians great victory.

Then the escaped retreated
and told [the mighty] what
had happened to them: “Your
leading and best troops were
destroyed by firewood servants”.

He knocked himself on the"
face and said: “Who dared to .
stand against the great [Ruler
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whole army of pagans, being
numerous, as much as sand,
and they came to Argveti and
spread in woods, valleys, hills
and mountains and reached
the Christians - some of them
hid in the woods, while others
were slaughtered. While the
saints Davit and Kostantin, as
well as some of their people
were captured.

When the obscene was told
about the capture of the saints,
he raised hands and glorified
his mother’s brother - Muhmad -
and his faith for his victory.
When encamped, he took the
throne and ordered to bring
saints Davit and Kostantin to
him and they were brought to
the ungodly with their hands
tied. Seeing them before him,
he laughed and said : “Who are
you the stones and firewood
servants, who dared to fight
against me not knowing that I
am the nephew of the great
apostle Muhmad, whose faith is
obeyed by all Arabia and Per-
sia and who conquered all the
countries from West to East™?
The saint told him: “It’s vain to
laugh at us and threaten us be-

127

whole army of pagans, being
numerous, as much as sand,
and they came to Argveti and
spread in woods, valleys, hills
and mountains and reached
the Christians - some of them
hid in the woods, while oth-
ers were slaughtered. While
... Davit and Kostantin, as
well as some of their people
were captured.

When the obscene was told
about the capture of [them]
he raised hands and glorified
his mother’s brother ... and
his faith for his victory.

When encamped, he took the
throne and ordered to bring
... Davit and Kostantin to him
and they were brought to the
ungodly with their hands tied.
Seeing them before him, he
laughed and said : “Who are
you the stones and firewood
servants, who dared to fight
against me not knowing that I
am the nephew of the great
[Reign] whose faith is obeyed
by all ... Persia and who con-
quered all the countries from
West to East™?



because your glory is minute-
long and it will soon disappear.
You gained victory over us not
due to your dignity, but be-
cause of our sins committed by
not adhering to God’s com-
mandment. You captured us
because God wants to try us by
the hand of the ungodly and
cruel. But as for your mother’s
brother, you threaten us in the
name of him, these threats are
vain because, as we have heard,
your people are tempted and
seduced by him.”

When the mighty heard this
from the saints, he became fu-
rious and ordered the torturers
to batter their faces and tor-
ment them with canes. The
torturers took the order of the
mighty and tormented the
saints undl they fell down on
the ground.

The saints bravely bore the
tournament, blessing the God
and praying for help.

Then the mighty told them
with anger and wrath: “Ouch!
You have already slaughtered
my leading and best troops and
now shamelessly swear glorious
and prominent apostle Muhmad
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and ordered the torturers to
batter their faces and torment
them with canes. The tortur-
ers took the order of the

mighty and tormented the

saints until they fell down on
the ground.

Then the mighty told them
with anger and wrath: “Ouch!
You have already slaughtered
my leading and best troops and
now shamelessly swear glorious
and prominent ... brother of my



- the brother of my mother —
who is glorified by whole Ara-
bia and Persia”. .

Saying this, he started talking
to them cajolingly in a magus
way; He told Saint Davir: “I

have heard from my warlords

that you a reasonable man, be-
ing experienced in wars and
that you are the reign of this
country. Consider my good
intention towards you - if you
recede from your vain and en-
raged faith and will obey the
faith of outstanding apostle
Muhmad - the brother of my
mother, I will make you the
reigns and nobles in whole Per-
sia and Arabia. I will make you
the warlord and the leader of
my army. As this youngster -
your relative — I will grant him
the honor to be in my palace
and stand near my throne and
be in peace and bliss together
with my other nobles forever”.

And as the mighty told the
saints all this, Saint Davit crossed
himself and said: “Never let it
happen to us ...Oh..! You mighty
and cruel, you can never make us
change the light for the dark, as our
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whole ... Persia”.



God gave us the light by send-
ing his son, his word and his
peer to us and by revealing for
us in the form of the man and
shouldered all what was prede-
termined: crucifixion, burial and
resurrection. “And then he as-
cended to his father and rev-
eled to judge the alive and the
dead. He sent his apostles in
the entire world, to preach his
name and convert pagans to
Chrisdanity. Then the two main
apostles came to our country
and preached Christ’s revela-
tion and converted pagans to
Christianity. We are enlight-
ened and knowledgeable by
them and we will never confess
any other faith — vain and fake.
We are ready to bear all kind of
torture — fire, water, sword and
death. This is our true faith —
Christianity. Be aware of this
all Persians and Arabs.”

The mighty told him: “I've got
cruel and unreasonable answer
in response to my good advice
and intention. As it is written
in our Koran, Christ, who is
Ise, was a prophet and a just
man, the son of Mariam, but
he used to sell
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himself as the son of God,
that’s why he was crucified by
the Jews. Your blasphemy is
caused by your ignorance be-
cause great Muhmad convert-
ed the Persians and Arabs from
fire worship and introduced
them to God because God is
the one.”

But saint Davit told him: "You
misunderstood your book Ko-
ran, as your Koran tells you:
"When you make a mistake,
learn and turn to Christ’s tes-
tament, the Ise's book he gave
it to his disciples. Ali, the faith-
ful disciple of Mohamed, wrote
it for you, but you are devoid
of diligence and not knowl-
edgeable in the book, as well
as ignorant of God's power;
Though, Muhmad converted
you from the fire worship, but
he was not able to make you
recognize the God; You are
like the man on the sunk boat
in the open sea, though the
boat sank in the open sea — it
sank near the sea shores. But
what's the good of it, if it
could not reach the land any-
way. The same is with you -
Muhmad could not recognize
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and could not make you recog-
nize Christ - the son of God,
whose birth was predicted by
prophets and preached by
priests; You destroyed your
souls and live in falsehood be-
cause of your indiligence”.

The mighty told him: “And you
- not worth living - who taught
you from our books?" Saint
Davit answered: “Your books
are worthless for me; I said this
to disgrace you".

Then the mighty turned to
Kostantin and said: “You,
youngster, what can you say
about yourself - do you take
our order or not?” While the
saint sighed sinisterly: “I can’t
take your order because I be-
lieve and trust the same way as
my Lord Davit does, because
we are bred with the same faith
and I trust in the Father, the
Son and the Holy Spirit and I
will die for it”.

Then the ungodly became furi-
ous and called on the cruel and
pitiless torturers, handed the
saints to them and ordered not
to give the saints any bread and
water within ten days; They
tortured them ceaselessly and
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Then he .... called on the cruel
and pidless torturers, handed
{them] to torturers and ordered
not to give [them] any bread and
water within ten days; They
tortured them ceaselessly and



variously to make them take
unintentionally the faith of
Muhmad. While the saints due
to praying and love of God suf-
fered the grief, starvation, tor-
ture, battering and insults.”
After ten days ungodly Mur-
wan the Deaf summon magus
and augurs of Persia, sent them
to saint martyrs to cajole them
in a magus way and convert
them to their faith. When they
came and saw the saints with-
ered and weakened from tor-
turers, they showed feigned
rage towards their torturers
and told them: “Ouch! How did
you let yourself insult the men
honorable and valiant in war.
Don’t you know that Murwan -
the great Amir Mumli of Per-
sia, speaking on behalf of God,
seeks for their relief and
wealth”?

Then they turned to the saints
and told them elusively: “Murwan
- the herald of the faith of en-
tire Persia and Arabia sent us to
you. As your wisdom is known
to us, we think that in these
circumstances, you will choose
for the better.

Now give us a proper answer
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variously to make them take
unintentionally the faith of
(the Persians).

After ten days the ungodly ...
summon magus and augurs of
Persia, sent them to {them] to
cajole them in a magus way
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faith. When they came and
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weakened from torturers,
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wards their torturers and told
them: “Ouch! How did you let
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orable and valiant in war.
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great [Reign] of Persia, speak-
ing on behalf of God, seeks for
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and told them elusively: “...
the herald of the faith of en-
tire Persia ... sent us to you.
As your wisdom is known to
us, we think that in these cir-
cumstances, you will choose
for the better.



and do not rely on the dead
man and his teachings; Don't
end your young life undmely,
with severe and painful death;
But choose for the better, have
pity for yourselves and take the
faith of the best Prophet Muhmad
to be happy together with us; I
also feel pity for your valiance
and courage and that’s why 1
advise you the better. This is
ordered by the great Amir Mumli
of Persia and Arabia. As to us,
good and portly knights, we
will advise you to obey the will
of the great Reign, who is
ready to grant you the Reign’s
flag and garment.” And flatter-
ing, they showed them a many
royal gifts with various kinds of
flattery.

Then the saints turned to them
and said: "As you are ignorant,
you say ignorant things and
you are sent by the deaf and
deceitful, that's why we will
not continue talking to you,
but we will say to you that af-
ter we accepted our veritable
faith, we are solid in our faith
and no fear and worldly glory
can make us reject the faith and
love of Christ; Moreover, we

..... I also feel pity for your
valiance and courage and that's
why I advise you the better.
This is ordered by the great
[Reign] of Persia .... As to us,
good and portly knights, we
will advise you to obey the
will of the great Reign, who is
ready to grant you the Reign's
flag and garment.” And fatter-
ing, they showed them a many
royal gifts with various kinds
of flattery.

Then [Davit and Kostantin]
turned to them and said: "....

.. we will not continue talk-
ing to you, but we will say to
you that after we accepted our
veritable faith, we are solid in
our faith and no fear and
worldly glory can make us
reject the faith,
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are ready to suffer hunger and
thirst, fire, sword and water for
his name, and suffering all this
we are ready to die to gain the
kingdom of heaven.
Your promised gifts and glory
are hateful and nasty for us,
while Christ is our hope and
glory and death for his faith is
desirable. Go and say all this to
the seducing and deceitful -
who sent you to us.”
When they heard all this from
the saints, they who were sent,
went away shamed and told all
this Murwan the Deaf and they
added: “The attempt to convert
them is hopeless as they have
no fear of either torture, or
death; They are solid in their
faith.”
“When the mighty heard all
this, he lost the hope and tem-
per to proselytize them, thus
infuriated ordered to put saints
to death: found the most merci-
less and cruel torturers to hung
them upside down and torture
them pitilessly, tied their hands
and legs and hung heavy boul-
ders on their necks and threw
them into the river Phasoni -
Rioni in the Georgian language.”
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Go and say all this to the se-
ducing and deceitful - who
sent you to us.”

When they heard all this from
the saints, they who were sent,
went away shamed and told all
this Murwan the Deaf and they
added: “The attempt to convert
them is hopeless as they have
no fear of either torture, or
death; They are solid in their
faith.”

“When the mighty heard all
this, he lost the hope and tem-
per to proselytize them, thus
infuriated ordered to put [them])
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[So] they ... were taken to the

place pointed by the mighty,

the place where the lake

flows into the river, the very

lake where the Kozman and

Damiane monastery is erected.



The mighty convicted the pun-
ishment for the saints and he
himself went to the land of the
Megrelians - to the city of
Jikhan Quji — near Chkondidi
(meaning a “big oak” in the
Megrelian language) and en-
camped there. They stretched
their camp from the river Tsk-
henitskali up to Abkhazeti and
ruined fortresses and cities and
made the land of the Megrelians
and Abkhazians deserted.

But his warriors and chariots were
doomed to God’s wrath because
the Abash encamped near the
very river, now called Abasha,
while their chariots and horses
encamped on edge of the river,
now called Tskhenistskali and there
happened the miracles - thunder
and lightning, hail and rain -
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By the mighty’s order they
deprived [them] ... of their
appare] and hung them upside
down and tortured them piti-
lessly with heavy canes, hung
them down, tied their hands
and legs and hung heavy
boulders on their necks and
threw them into the river
Phasoni - Rioni in the Geor-
gian language.”

The mighty .... himself went to
the land of the Megrelians -
to the city of Jikhan Quji —
near Chkondidi ... and en-’
camped there. They stretched
their camp from the river
Tskhenitskali up to Abkhazeti
and ruined fortresses and cit-
ies and made the land of the
Megrelians ... deserted.

But his warriors and chariots
were doomed to God's wrath
because the Abash encamped
near the very river ... while
their chariots and horses en-
camped on edge of the river

. and there happened the
miracles - thunder and light-
ning, hail and rain -



heavy and cruel - and split the
ground and gave birth to the
stream of water and the land
became the sea and the river
Abasha went beyond its edges
and spread over the Abash and
overflew all the Abash. Since
then the river has been called
Abasha.

The river Tskhenistskali over-
flew all their horses and chari-
ots until the over flown reached
forty thousand, since then it has
acquired the name —Tskhenistskali.
And as Murwan the Deaf saw
what had happened to him, he
blamed himself and his senders
for coming to this mountainous
woodlands and he left this site
and encamped in Pitiota - sea-
side city called Tskhumi.

At that time the sons of the
Great King Vakhtang Gorgasali
~ Archil and Darchil - were in
the fortress called Anakophia,
sheltered there because of the
fear of the Persians. They came
out with scanty army to fight
against the ungodly and were
defeated by them - the elder
brother Archil was killed, while
Darchil went back into the for-
tress of Anakophia.
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heavy and cruel - and split
the ground and gave birth to
the stream of water and the
land became the sea and the
river Abasha went beyond its
edges and spread over the
Abash and overflew all the
Abash. ... until the over lown
reached forty thousand.

And as [the mighty] ... saw
what had happened to him,
he blamed himself and his
senders for coming to this
mountainous woodlands and
he left this site and encamped
in Piciota - seaside ciry...

At that time the sons of the
Great King Vakhtang Gorgasali
— Darchil and Mir - were in the
fortress called Anakophia, shel-
tered there because of the fear
of the Persians. They came out
with scanty army to fight

against the ungodly and were

defeated by them - the elder

brother Darchil was killed, while

Mir went back into the for-

tress of Anakophia.



But the mighty campaigned the
sea side and conquered fortresses
and ruined them and made them
deserted up to the God protected
city — Constantinople and en-
camped in the city of Chalcedon
where the sea narrows down.
That's why the inane deaf in-
tended to fill out the narrow part
of the sea with stones to traverse
his infantry along the sea and
conquer the city Constantinople.
But God, whose marvelous mira-
cles spellbind us, dispersed his
intendons, as God punished
Akitobel, soon he was exposed to
Gods’ wrath, he laid safe and
sound at night and in the mom-
ing he was found dead. Seeing
this his army scattered and fled
to its country.

Let us again turn to the earlier
story and narrate about the saints.
As we have said, the saints were
taken to the place pointed by the
mighty, the place where the lake
flows into the river, the very lake
where the Kozman and Damiane
monastery is erected. By the
mighty's order they deprived
the saints of their apparel and
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But the mighty campaigned
the sea side and conquered
fortresses and ruined them
and made them deserted....



hung them upside down and
tortured them pitilessly with
heavy canes, hung them down,
tied their hands and legs and
hung heavy boulders on their
necks.

The saints bided their time and
tried to direct their sight to the
sky, but because of heavy bound-
ers, they were unable either to
move their eyes up or kneel, but
implored God ardendy: “Our Lord
in heaven, the son of God and
his word, hear our prayers as
before and honor us to be mar-
tyred for the sake of your holy
name, hear our - your slave’s -
prayer; As we saved our bodies
incorruptibly and immaculate-
ly for the sake of your holy
name, we implore you to leave
our bodies incorruptible and
immaculate after the death,
and those who pray for you on
behalf of us grant them with
your mercy and forgive them
their sins and turn the parts of
our bodies into a cure for
weakness and all the diseases in
order to glorify your holy name.”
Then Life Giving Cross Icons
were depicted on their bodies
and they said: “Our Lord in heaven
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save our souls. Amen!”

And then the voice thundered

from heaven, as the messenger

of hearing their prayers, the

torturers being petrified by the

voice, threw the saints into the

lake and fled away.

The wonder - incredible and

sinister - occurred that night:

the three beaming pillars from

heaven emanated the lake, the

miraculous light dispersed the

darkness of valleys and woods,

firmly fastened hands and legs

of the saint’s were unchained

and the heavy boulders on
their necks clashed down, the
lifeless lake became alive and
like alive it made the martyr’s
bodies float on the surface
beaming like the morning stars.

Then by God's will two serv-
ants of the saint martyrs who
witnessed the martyrdom of the
saints and their talk with the
mighty and who were captured
along with the saints by the
pagans, set off as soon as the
pagans left the place and
disguised in Agarian's apparel
sheltered themselves in the
woods; Then they came out of
the woods.

[As to Davit and Kostantin],
two of their servants ....

who were captured along with
{them] by the pagans, set off
as soon as the pagans left the
place and ... sheltered them-
selves in the woods; Then they
came out of the woods and ...
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Having witnessed the miracu-
lous fire pillars and divine
beam on the lake, the servants
- utterly amazed at the sight -
approached the lake and saw
the bodies of the saints; The
bodies were shining on the
surface of the lake like the sun
rays. The servants noticed and
recognized the saint’s bodies
and petrified with sorrow and
delight stared at them.

The other two saint warriors,
like them, fled from the Agari-
ans’ and shielded in the woods,
left the shelter, saw the light
shining from the pillars and
traced it.

They could not recognize their
allies disguised in Agarians’
apparel, so they got terrified
taking them for the pagans and
tried to escape.

But they called them as they
recognized them and said:
“Have no fear of us, we are not
your enemies, we are your
brothers. Come and see our
patrons Davit and Kostantin -
as they were tortured for the
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sake of Christ, we'll tell you the
whole story”. The warriors cast
away the fear. approached them
and recognized their fellow
warriors; They greeted each other
and retold all the miraculous
happenings on the lake.

They were deep in thoughts
over the saints’ bodies. But,
thanks to the holy power of
merciful God, the sound thun-
dered from the beaming pillars:
“Take the bodies of the saints
through the woods in East-
wards, perform God’s will and
bury the bodies of the saints on
the very place where you meet
the first rays of the sun be-
cause, by God'’s will, their holy
communional bodies should rest

there”. As the miraculous sound -

thundered, the floating bodies
of the saints appeared on the
bank of the lake.

The men got astonished and
glorified God. They came nearer
filled with fear and awe, took
the bodies of the saints out of
water and carried them; At the
daybreak they, by God's will,
found the church on the cliff of
the rock called Tskaltsiteli. (Once
being inhabited city fortress,

saw .... the floating bodies of
the [martyrs] appeared on the
bank of the lake.

They came nearer ... took the
bodies of [their lords] out of
water and carried them; At
the daybreak they, by God's
will, found the church on the
cliff of the rock called Tskatsiteli.
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now it was ruined and burnt by
Murwan the Deaf). The church
was deserted and ruined, but
the tomb beneath the church
was undamaged and nobody
was buried in it. They buried
the bodies of the saint martyrs
there.

“But it was unknown and hid-
den until the reign of the great
King Bagrat. Being inspired by
the holy spirit, he built on the
very place the monastery for
hermitage and solitude. He
built the beautiful monastery
for the saint martyrs and rested
them in the beautiful tomb in
the monastery built by him for
the parish to see and worship
them. Since then, as they asked
God, the saint martyrs’ — Davit
and Kostantin’s - holy bodies
rest in the tomb incorruptble
and immaculate. And they cure
all the diseased, coming to the
monastery with the belief that
their soul and flesh will be
healed.

The saint martyrs Davit and
Kostantin were martyred in six
thousand two hundred forty-
nine from the beginning of
times, in seven hundred and
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The church was deserted and
ruined but the tomb beneath
the church was undamaged
and nobody was buried in it
They buried bodies of martyrs
there...

[This happened] in six thou-
sand one hundred forty-nine
from the beginning of times,



thirty after the crucifixion of
Christ, in the period of the
reign of the iconoclast - Leon
Isaurian - over the Greeks, in
the period of the reign of
Vakhtang Gorgasali’s sons over
the Georgians and in the period
of our faith in Heavenly King-
dom of Jesus Christ. That is
Heavenly Kingdom and Glory
to the Father and to the Son,
and to the Life-giving Spirit
now and ever, and unto ages of
ages. Amen!

in the period of the reign ... of
Vakhtang Gorgasali's sons over
the Georgians and in the peri-
od of our faith in Heavenly
Kingdom of Jesus Christ. That
is Heavenly Kingdom and .Glory
to the Father and.to the Son,
and to the Life-giving Spirit
now and ever, and unto ages
of ages. Amen!
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