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" Introduction

It was the Georgians' fate to be perched at the junction of
Europe and Asia, and therefore to endure numerous raids and
onslaughts.

Georgia was the vanguard of cultural and political life in
Roman-Byzantine Europe until 1453. After the fall of
Constantinople, however, the natural road connecting the coun-
try with Europe was blocked. Since then, Georgian Kings,
politicians and public figures have constantly aspired to reviv-
ing relations with the European civilisation. The 20th Century
Georgian writer Grigol Robakidze expressed the feelings and
thoughts accumulated by his ancestors throughout the centuries
in a condensed way, when in September, 1920, he addressed the
European Delegation, visiting Georgia: "It is for two thousand
years that the Georgians have been longing for your return”.

Before then, Georgia, cut off from Western Civilisation,
surrounded by Asian barbarity and religious fanaticisin, disillu-
sioned by Europe, appealed to Russia for help. These efforts
were concluded in 1783 by signing a treaty between the
Empress Ekalerina of Russia and Georgian King Erekle II; this
was the starting point of a new series of crucial events in
Georgia's history.

Eighteen years later, Russia rudely violated the Treaty
which had outlined complete independence for a small country
as a protectorate, joining it to the Russian Ermpire. This treach
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erous act put an end to independence and sovereign statehood
of Georgia for alimost 117 years.

Throughout the entire 19th century, few people in Europe
knew that Georgia was occupied by and subject to Russia. The
Russian Empire spread the idea of "voluntary” union of Georgia
with Russia among the community and in the intemational
political and diplomatic circles. The Russian bureaucracy insist-
ed on implementing this idea in Europe, Russia and Georgia.

The authorities of the Empire tried their best to see that
Europe would know nothing about the fight for national and
political independence undenwvay in Georgia.

The previous century finished, but the wish of the
Georgian people to be politically independent failed to spill
beyond its borders. A mere handful of Georgian emigrants and
their national-Protestant activities in-Europe could hardly set
the standard. We imply here the patriotic organisation "Ugely"
(Yoke), founded by Niko Nikoladze and brief-time activities of
the members of this group in European emigration. It was not of
political, but more of cultural character, limited by narrow
national interests.

In the 1880s and 90s, Varlam Cherkezishvili, a well-known
patriot and anarchist, was most active in the European emigra-
tion. His letters on the national and political situation in Georgia
were published in the socialist and democratic journals and
newspapers of Western Europe; they came out as booklets as
well. It was in view of this sort of popularisation and propagan-
da of the Georgian problem that Archil Jorjadze wrote his arti-
cles, asserting that due to censorship difficulties, it was impos-
sible to write about national issues in Georgia, that "/t was only
abroad, in the English press that as a lone hermit, he dared to
write and publish something",

Regarding the exposure of the question of political free-
dom of the Georgian people to the European community, the
Social-Federalists took an important step forward. On May
1,1903, a free Georgian newspaper "Sakartvelo" ("Georgia")
was published in Paris. It was this newspaper that first called
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for restoring the Georgian statehood in the form of a National-
Territorial Autonomy, this demand being of a political motto
_character. At the same time, a French supplement copy of the
newspaper under the title of "La Georgie” was published.
Along with the materials translated from Georgian, it contained
the articles of French and West-European politicians. They
expressed their support and solidarity to the fight of the
Georgian people for their nationa! and political independence.
Mrs. Renault was the editor of the French supplement.

The Europeans sympathised with the fight of the Georgian
people for political freedom and the publishing the Georgian-
French newspapers was well received.

Pierre Ciarrot published his article "Tsarism and Georgia"
in the French newspaper "Europeen”.

The well-known Danish expert in criticism and literary
studies, George Brandes in his article The Georgian Nation
wrote for the whole of Europe to know that the Russian Imperial
Court annexed Georgia by deceit and treachery.

The famous French geographer, politician, and scholar
Elisee Reclus wrote to the editorial staff of Sakartvelo, "It has
been long since one of your compdtrwts and a friend of mine
acquainted me with the situation the Georgian people were in...
I will try to do all within my power to join you in your protest”.
Reclus had Varlam Cherkezishvili on his mind when he spoke
of " a friend of mine". Together with-him he was considered to
be one of the leaders 4f international anarchism. !

The national-political deands: of "Sakartvelo" ‘were sup-
ported by a French MP Antide, Bohier, a member of Academ)
of France Anatole Leroi-Bolier, & professor of Oxtord
University York Howell and by the "Times" newspaper.

Sakartvelo largely contributed to spreading news of the
problems of Georgian national independence throughout
Europe. Unfortunately, the protest. of the Georgians reached
only a part of the leading European community and recieved
only their "sympathy". ‘
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Georgia's petition titled "The Petition of the Georgian People to
the Hague Conference of the Civilised States of the World" to
the Hague International Conference (Compiled in French).

The Petition contained the text of the major paragraphs
from the January 18, 1801 Manifesto of the Russian Emperor
Pavel I, and of the Russia-Georgia agreement of 1783. "The
agreement signed by Erekle 11 implied only Russia's protec-
torate over Georgia; the appeal of Giorgi XII joined Georgia to
Russia, but only on the basis of full autonomy. Georgia pre-
served the right of maintaining its own currency, judiciary, its
own system of military duties in the form of a national anny and
the Autochepalic Church. All this was promised under the firm
guarantee of "The Emperor's Word of Honor". The Petition
illustrated how the Russian government gradually violated all
the clauses of the agreement, depriving the Church of Georgia
of its autochepaly, appropriating its property, banning the
Georgian language from the Church, forcibly introducing
Russian money, appropriating the land, forests, and mineral
resources of Georgia, refusing to allow the Georgian language
in court proceedings and in public schools, and finally, impos-
ing compulsory military service and deploying our young peo-
ple to the North, where due to the bitter climate, the major part
of them died".

The Petition ended in brief review of brutality and vio-
lence exercised in economically devastated Georgia, which was
deprived of all political rights by the Russian ‘Imperial authori-
ties. ' :

Dealing with the problem of Georgia's independence with-
in the framework of international policy of that time, a scientist
could not ignore the organisation of Georgian patriots abroad,
under the name of "The Committee for Georgia's
Independence", founded in Geneva, Switzerland, in 1914, just
before the beginning of World War 1. The first members were
Petre Surguladze, Leo and Giorgi Kereselidze and Nestor
Magalashvili. Surguladze was the Chairman of the Committee
who was also a member of the Independence Group, function-
ing in Georgia in 1909-1910. Jakob Gogebashvili, Philipe
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Gogichaishvili, Svimon Kipiani, Alexandre Kipshidze, Mikheil
Tsereteli, Giorgi Gvazava, Valerian Gunia, Niko Lordkipanidze
and others were involved as members of this Group.

In 1910. in the course of persecution of the Georgian
Nationalists, Petre Surguladze left for Geneva, and there,
together with the Kereselidze brothers founded a newspaper
"Tavisupali Sakartvelo” (“"Free Georgia"). Mikheil Tsereteli
joined the Group after active political and creative work in
London and in Heidelberg, and Giorgi Machabeli who had
worked in Germany and Belgium joined them later.

At the beginning of World War I, the Geneva Committee
of Independence established relations with the political repre-
sentation of Germany and gained the approval of the entire
plan of Committee activities at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
of Germany, where a bilateral agreement between the German
government and the Georgian Committee was concluded.

The main official representatives of Germany, supervising
the Georgian question were Rudolph Nadoin and Otto Gunter
von Vetsendonk. )

It should be noted that at that time in Berlin, there func-
tioned several Committees representing suppressed nations who
had been deprived of their rights not only by Russia but by the
Antanta Union as well, namely, the Poles (Pilsudski Legion)
with the Chainnan of their Committee Lempinski; the Finns,
with the Committee operating in Stockholm and a branch in
Berlin. Their Committee was chaired by a well-known public
figure in Europe Koni Tsiliakus, whose friend and active sup-
porter was Giorgi Dekanozishvili; the Ukrainian and
Belorussian Committees also functioned in Berlin; the
Committees of the Azerbaijanians and Mountainous People
worked in close collaboration with the Georgian Committee.

The Third International Congress, - = "The Union of
Nations" was held in 1916 in Lozanne. The "Committee of
Georgia's Independence" participated in the work of the
Congress and together with the other committees, submitted its
own demands to the Congress. The speech delivered by Mikhail
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Tsereteli had a special impact on the participants. In his report
he touched upon documentary evidence "of the crimes commit-
ted by Russia against Georgia starting from King Vakhtang VI
times coming down to the current period”. He mentioned
. numerous destructive raids of the Turks and the Persians pro-
voked by Russia, drawing attention to the violation of the 1783
agreement signed by King Erekle 11 and Ekaterina Il of Russia.
Again, treachery was involved which brought about Aga
Mohammed-Khan's devastating raid in Georgia, which resulted
in the total destruction of Georgia's statehood, the fall of its
royal dynasty, the ruining of the Church and in fact, elimination
of all national institutions. He recalled numerous revolts of the
Georgians, which had been brutally suppressed by the Russian
army. He tried to outline the entire story of a 116-year policy of
Russification and persecution of the Georgian Nation, touching
upon many other tragic facts of Georgia's recent history.

In the beginning of 1917, Socialist International planned a
Congress in Stockholm. Delegates from many countries gath-
ered there, but the Congress failed to actually do any work.
Nevertheless, this political act yielded certain results, for the
participants had a chance for personal meetings and in the
course of these gatherings they came to certain conclusions,
which later were published in a book. Mikhail Tsereteli and
Giorgi Machabeli were in Stockholm at that time and though
they did not belong to the Socialist Party, they delivered speech-
es concerning Georgia. While handing a memorandum, Mikhail
Tsereteli was asked by a Belgian delegate, Hugsmans, "Which
Socialist Party do you belong to?" Tsereteli answered, "l am
neither a Social-Democrat nor a Social-Federalist, but as the
Georgian Social-Democrats and Federalists were not in position
of sending their representatives here, I, a Georgian Nationalist
prepared the report on the Georgian problem and 1 am ready to
deliver it to you for publication, if you will." Hugsmans laughed
and responded: "Your party belonging does not matter whatso-
ever; it is the Memorandum that matters, for it covers your
problem and 1 am going to publish it for sure!" He kept his
promise and published the complete text of the memorandum in
the book.
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Later. it was Mikheil Tsereteli again who delivered a report
on Georgia to the delegation of Gerinan Social-Democrats. The
Chairman of the delegation, - Ebert promised support and assis-
tance to Georgia and he honestly fulfilled his promise, when the
question of recognition of Georgia's independence was dis-
cussed in Germany.

After the 1917 February revolution, the Russian Empire
collapsed and Georgia was set free from its 117-year-long dom-
ination. On May 26, 1918 State Independence of Georgia was
restored.

It was just on May 26, 1918, that Georgia's independence
was declared through the initiative of the National Council of
Georgia on the basis of a special political and legislative Act.
Thus Georgia politically became a democratic country with "all
sovereign rights” enjoying "full-scale independence"”.

Together with other vitally important principles, the Act of
Independence declared the foliowing: "In an international war
situation Georgia shall be a permanent neutral country” and
"The Democratic Republic of Georgia is willing to establish
good-neighbourly relations with the world community, espe-
cially with the states and nations bordering it"; and the first
democratic government began to make diplomatic steps
towards the world and especially in the direction of European
countries, thus starting a real action for de facto and de jure
recognition of Georgia's independence.

International recognition of the Georgian Democratic
Republic proceeded with certain difficulties; it is no surprise
that special attention was attached to forming relations with
Russia. :

Finally, on May 7, 1920, Georgia and Russia signed an
agreement between independent Georgia and Soviet Russia.

Bolshevik Russia both de facto and de jure recognized
independence of Georgia and in special clauses of the agree-
ment considered all the rights on Georgia null and void, espe-
cially emphasising the provision of non-interference in home, as
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well as foreign affairs of Georgia. This act naturally was fol-
lowed by establishing diplomatic relations and the exchange of
ambassadors between the two countries. On November 14 of
the same year, one more agreement was concluded between
Georgia and Soviet Russia on "Transit and Trade relations".

The relations sparked special attention in Europe. In
December of 1920, the Minister of Foreign AfTairs of Great
Britain, Lord Carson, sent a special official letter to
G.Chicherin, Commissar of Foreign Affairs of Soviet Russia.
Chicherin responded by telegram: "Russia has recognized the
independence of Georgia. Russia will develop a foreign policy
in favour of self-determination of minor nations and no question
has been put forward before Georgia, except that of Batumi,
which should by no means be occupied by force. Soviet Russia
has never initiated military activities against Georgia and is not
planning any in future, neither conceming Batumi nor any other
place.”

Such was the international promise of Bolshevik Russia to
Georgia on December 3, 1920, i.e. two months before com-
mencing armed aggression.

As it was expected, Russia in its traditional way unilater-
ally denounced the treaty mentioned above along with other
public obligations. This violation was manifested in the maxi-
malist form, through military aggression followed by over-
throwing of the democratic government of Georgia and occupy-
ing and annexing the entire territory of the country (Russian-
Georgian War of February-March, 1921).

Thus, the second coming of Russia to the Caucasus was
completed and Georgia once more was forcibly subdued by the

alien regime.

This time Georgia's state independence and national liber-
ty was trampled down by Bolshevik Russia.

Along with its freedom, Georgia was deprived of its land
too, which was plundered ruthlessly by the invaders. .
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Russia destroyed churches and monasteries of this devoted
orthodox nation, committing numberless atrocities and corrup-
tions. C

Thus Georgia was purposely cut from Europe for many
decades, isolated from a natural course of history.

Time has once again stopped for Georgia...
Now, we are presenting this crucial period of history of
Georgia to your judgement and consideration.
NESTAN KIRTADZE

. March 29, 1997
Tbilisi, Capital of Georgia
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Conclusion

On May 26,1918, Georgia’s State Independence was
declared and the first Democratic Government began establish-
ing diplomatic relations with the world states and with the
European countries in particular to achieve international de jure
and de facto recognition of Georgia.

On March 14, 1919 the Georgian Governmental delegation
appealed with such request to the Paris Versailles Conference,
but in vain. :

In September 1920 the Foreign Minister of Georgia,
Evgeni Gegechkori was sent to Europe with a special mandate.
He had wann and friendly receptions, meetings and discussions,
in the course of which he got all kinds of encouraging protnis-
es, both in words and in press, but none of these yielded any real
results. “... 1 have met with the Antanta Union representatives.
They all expressed their sympathy for Georgia, but I did not
notice any real action on their behalf to prove it...”, the
Georgian Minister admitted later in London.

In September 1920, the first European delegation arrived
in the Democratic Republic of Georgia. Members of the dele-
gation were the representatives of the Socialist Parties: Karl
Kautski, Ramsey McDonald, Thomas Shaw, Pierre Renodelle,
Adrien Marquet, Emil Van der Welde, De Briouquer,
Hughsmans, Ingels and others. The visit of the European
Socialist leaders was planned for advancing the international
recognition of independent Georgia rather than for demonstrat
ing one more time the party’s ideological *kinship”.

Results were yielded in both areas. The guests returned to
Europe and started publishing high-flown and excited impres-
sions of Georgia in the European press, saying how they
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acquainted themselves with the “First Socialist Country in the
world” and saw its practically formed “Socialist structure.”
They appealed to their governments to recognise de jure already
de facto independence of Georgia.

The relations between Georgia and USA of (hat period are
discussed within the context of the Georgian-European rela-
tions. .

At the end of 1918 Batumi was visited by a representative
of the US Mission, Rector of Chicago University and Professor
of International Law, Dr. Jadson. In March, 1919 another
Mission followed with Messrs. Smith and More, and at that
point the first US meetings with representatives of the Georgian
Democratic Governinent started. The Georgian side asked the
USA for assistance in organising a national army, in establish-
ing relations in the fields of culture and education and in creat-
ing free travelling conditions.

In October, 1919, one more' US Mission visited Thilisi,
headed by General James Harboard, specially authorised by the
US President Woodrow Wilson. Again talks were held and pro-
posals were submitted on recognising Georgia’s independence
by producing a mandate securing Georgia’s interests on behalf
of the US side, but again, everything stayed on the level of ver-
bal promises and friendly talks. Then something even worse
happened. In February of 1920, the US Government negatively
responded to the de facto recognition of Georgia and
Azerbaijan; this step was severely condemned by the Georgian
Government, as well as by a number of European countries.

: Special importance was attached to the question of
Georgia’s membership in the newly formed international peace
organisation, the League of Nations.

On May 21, 1919, on behalf of the Georgian government,
Karlo Chkeidze, provided with a special letter, appealed to the
Executive Committee and the General Assembly of the League
of Nations. On September 1, 1920, he once again applied to
them supplying the Memorandum with a concise packet of doc-
uments on Georgia. Again, the reaction to these efforts was ver-
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bally expressed goodwill, but no action. Simultaneously, dis-
cussions of Georgian politicians were held at the Constituent
Assembly followed by hot debates over whether to join the
League of Nations. :

Due to the significance of the problem. on December 7,
1919, the Georgian Association of the League of Nations was
founded. On October 12-16, 1920, 4th Congress of International
Association of the League of Nations started its work in Milan;
Mikheil Djakeli, empowered by the special mandate on behalf
of the official Tbilisi, spoke at this gathering. Alter his speech,
the question of Georgia’s joining the League of Nations was
again put forward.

At the first session of the League in Geneva. on November
15, 1920, the appeal was rejected (16 votes out of 24 were
required for the positive solution, but Georgia then was sup-
ported only by 10 states).

De facto recognition of Georgia’s independence through-
out the world was proceeding rather hard. but gradually it still
promoted. Finally, the independence of the Georgian
Democratic Republic was de facto recognized by Turkey (June
3, 1919). Germany (June 10, 1918), Austria (June 18,1918),
Argentine (September 15, 1919), ltaly . France and England
(January 12, 1920), Japan (February 7, 1920), Czechoslovakia
(April 8, 1929), Belgium (August 26, 1920) Poland (January

28, 1921) and others.

- R
From the very start, the governments of England and
France were somewhat “cautious” in recognising Georgia’s
independence; it was the Social Democratic movement
(Socialist International) that supported and'internationally pro-
moted the question of recognition of Georgia’s independence;
especially after the above mentioned visit of the “Socialists” in
Georgia. :

The problem became more intensified after the May 7.
1920 agreement concluded between Independent Georgia and
Soviet Russia. Accordingto the agreement the Bolshevik-
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Communist government of Russia recognized independence of
the Georgian State in both aspecls - de facto and de jure as well.

To recognise Georgia de jure first was Turkey. in 1918, and
following Russia there were: Germany (September 24,1920),
Belgium, France, England. Italy and Japan (January 27, 1921),
Austria (February 17, 1921), Rumania (Fcbruary 18, 1921),
Haiti (March 9, 1921), Liberia (March 28. 1921), Mexico (April
14, 1921), Panama (August 26, 1921), Siam (November 20,
1921) and others.

Twenty five states recognized Georgia’s independence
both de facto and dc jure in 1918-21.

- During February-March of 1921, Bolshevik Russia occu-
picd Georgia. As a result of Russian armed aggression, the
democratic government of independent Georgia was over-
thrown and the Bolshevik regime came to rule by way of force-
ful intervention.

The democratic government of Georgia in emigration
starts seeing to it that Georgia’s problem again became a hot
international issue. This time the accent was shifted to regain-
ing lost freedom and legal rights; a round of “appeals” supplied
with all kinds of “prolests™ and “petitions” addressed to the
international organisations and assemblies in all the European
Countries started anew.

The International Democratic Movemenl again lifted its
voice against Georgia’s annexation by way of anned interven-
tion and establishing an alien regime in this country; the League
of Nations responded to this fact of violence by a special reso-
lution; the Georgian question went through discussion in the
Parliaments of England and France. and finally, Georgia's prob-
lem again was heard at the International Conferences in Cannes
and Genova, but only within the frames of verbal support,
expressing sympathy and accumulating diplomatic reserves;
practical results still failed to materialise.

It was up to the future to determine when, on what terms
and at what bitter price Georgia’s centuries-old statehood would
be restored.
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Afterward

It is St. llia’s Day today!...

And it is today that 1 finished writing the present monograph
(with all its ncgative and positive aspects). The only answer on my
behalf 1o the strict warnings of the physicians was : 1 have to catch up,
I must do it in time!™

“I must do it in time!”- this is the idee fixe haunting me from the
childhood. which, by Lord. I have not completely realised up to the
present time. What makes me so hasty?! But today ! started to grasp the
idea: I was due to finish writing this turbuient history of my nation at
this very day. And I did it.

We are celebrating St. Ilia’s Day today...

Many words will be uttercd today and most of them again in vain
(who would compete the Georgians in rhetoric and fluency ?!) . but it
does nol really matter. More significant today is that every Georgian
and each Orthodox Christian should at least mentally foliow the path
from Thbilisi to Tsitsamuri. - that is the last fatal route which Ilia under-
took for Georgia, our via dolorosa. so that thec emotional chain should
not be cut within:

llia’s feclings for Georgia.

Ilia’s ideas about Georgia,

[lia’s sacrifice to Georgia,

[lia’s martyrdom for Georgia.



Let the day come to the Georgians, when they arc empowered to
quickly ascend Mtatsminda (I{oly Mountain). chime the bells of Mama
Daviti Church, kneel at the tomb of Ilia the Rightcous and exclaim in
tears: “Rejoice! Your beloved Georgia is restored in its power and
integrity!”

It is St. llia’s Day today...

Nestan Kirtadze
November 8, 1997

Medical-Diagnostic Centre, Ward N 4
Thilisi, Capital of Georgia
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