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JEMSHID GIUNASHVILI
THE TBILISI MS OF THE ,TA’RIKH-I SISTAN*

The anonymous work ,Ta’rikh-i Sistan“ (11-th—14-th centu-
ies) is a valuable source in the history of the eastern provinces of
Iran and is not only ,virlually the unique source for... the whole
sequence of governors after 158/775% (A. Bivar), but contains also
useful material for philological invesligations (G. Lazard).

In his interesling article Prof. G. Scarcia  noted that .the
student of the ,Ta’rikh-i Sistan“... have to be satisfied with
the Bahar MS alone“ (,East and West®, XV, N 3—4, p. 280),
Saying this, the distinguished scholar had in mind only the follo-
wing MSs: the Tehran MS of Bahar, the Paris MS (E. Blochet,
Catalogue des manuscrits persans, IV, No 2281) and a number of
MSs copied from the Bahar MS.

However, Prof. G. Scarcia had no information about the exis-
tence of the Tbhilisi MS P—124 of the Institute of Manuscripts of
the Georgian Academy of Scienccs, copied in Tehran in 1861.

At first sight the Tbilisi MS would seem to have been copied
from the Bahar MS. Yet, an attentive examination of it has shown
that the Tbilisi MS is not traceable to the Bahar MS: the Tbilisi
MS does not repeat the postscripts of the Bahar MS; a large nuin-
ber of variants readings are in evidence; there are omissions and
superfluous words discrepancies are noticeable in the titles; nume-
rous words, especialy proper names, corrected by Bahar with the
aid of a serious historical-philological scholarly apparatus are given
in the Tbilisi MS in the correct wording (see pp. 11—17).

M. Bahar believed that his MS was traceable to the autograph.
If we assume that the¥'source of the Tbilisi MS was in some respects
superior to that of the RPBahar MS, it will become evident that the
Bahar MS could not have derived from the autograph. In the present
writers view neither does the Tbilisi MS derive from the autograph.
If his conjectures are right, there must lhave existed at least three
more MSs in addition to the Bahar MS: the autograph, the source
of the Bahar MS and the source of the Tbilisi MS.
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