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Dimitri Shvelidze

MILITARY HIKING OF GEORGIANS TO PERSIA AND KHORASAN

Resume

In 1210 a Georgian military hike was organized to northern Iran. The
purpose of the present work is to find out the purpose and circumstan-
ces in which this hike was realized.

The geopolitical map created around the turn of the XII-XIll centuries
around Georgia was formed during the previous decades. This happe-
ned during the reigns of Demetre | and George Ill. One of our goals is
also to discuss the abovementioned event, in the light of the contem-
porary to it situation in Azerbaijan, the Seljuk Sultanate in Irag and Khwa-
razm.

Starting from the reign of Demetre | and continued during the reign of
George il the intense confrontational attitude between the Principality
of Azerbaijan and the Kingdom of Georgia escalated. From this time on,
the Kingdom of Georgia was in contact with the new powerful principa-
lity in the neighborhood in the South East - the eldiguzids. It is controver-
sial when exactly this state became independent, since its ruling Ata-
begs were nominally subordinate to the Great Seljuk Sultanate of Iraq.
Therefore, the Georgian kings actually opposed not only the Principality
of Azerbaijan but also the Great Seljuk Sultanate of Iraq. In fact, the Prin-
cipality of Azerbaijan and the Seljuk Sultanate of Iraq, which was under
the control of its powerful Atabegs. represented a united conglomerate.
Its teritory stretched from the Georgian border to the south of Iran.

Several decades of tension proceeded before there started the
opposition between the Khwarazmian Empire and the Kingdom of Ge-
orgia. During this time period, the Khwarazm shahs sought to invade
Iran and the Middle East from Central Asia and establish its hegemony.
The interests of the Kingdom of Georgia and Khwarazm were especially
opposed about the issues regarding the Principality of Azerbaijan and
partly of Persian Iraq.
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From 1205-1206, Principality of Azerbaijan was actually included in
the sphere of influence of the Kingdom of Georgia. When Abu Bakr,
Atabeg of Azerbaijan, died in 1210, the royal court of Georgia decided
to set up a faraway military expedition the Principality of Azerbaijan,
Persian Iraq, and Khorasan. The military hike was directed against the
Khwarazm Empire, which claimed these countries. In ancient Georgian
historical sources Khwarazm Empire was also called Khorasan. In the pe-
ople's memory the Khwarazm Empire was planted by the name of Kho-
rasan.

Supposedly the Georgian army was up to 50,000 men. Eastern sour-
ces confirm raids and subjugation of the fortress cities of Marand, Tabriz,
Maharashtra, Zarehavan, Jugha-Julfa, Ardabil (al-Husain, Ibn al-Athir,
En-Nesewi, Ayrivanets, Kirakos Gandzaketsi). These fortresses were within
the borders of the Principality of Azerbaijan and in the sphere of influen-
ce of the Kingdom of Georgia until 1217, The purpose of the military hike
was to strengthen Georgia’s influence on the Principality of Azerbaijan.

As for a military hike to Persian Iraq and partially the temitory of Kho-
rasan {Zanjan, Qazvin, Gorgan), only Georgian sources provide infor-
mation about it. Military hiking in these temitories was a demonstration
of military power and its conguest and subjugation was not the goal
of the Kingdom of Georgia. This episode of the hike also had a raiding
character.

The confrontation between the Kingdom of Georgia ond Khwarez-
mian Empire reached its climax in 1217, when Sultan Muhammad It sent
an envoy to Georgia and allocated 50,000 troops to attack Georgia.
The attack didn't take place. King George IV of Georgia sent aresponse
envoy to Khwarazm. The parties agreed to a compromise.

Subsequently, in 1225, the raid of Jaldl ad-Din Khwdérazmshdh on Ge-
orgia was a continuation and a result of a long-running confrontation
between Georgia and Khwarazmian Empire.

122



w0 eyl .U.

e Ry o

Oyftepon Lquld ==

B e e i

fefeln 5

ot T WSyt \

A%yed q Y oy ooy —— \m
ORCACLDIZV  DUDORLIS0OT /

qecxecs N IIX WESLewweren




mihte' ¥ M u\\ .
A ¢ iy Vi)

R,

P A e
1 l\-.c YoM
!
\ [ -

—

— ]

— - -
RELUET T LI LI T
Ry e T .t?.........!...ﬂ
et wupep vy anopes{Toigy o =
Fuwfaap) vion sagipnagy dog oy pr—-—

AL ALY Vg g P LS LS YR
e L e i - =
LR R L R S L ==
LT PP Y - = f=7)
G| Wy - - (et
e R T - —.ll.
0. ErD Juwig = - ==
FE0 - BED A Py i :.b..l._r..qr—uﬂull.l.
26w symm——grd 04N [

124



125



..o
¥ ey -
L ..,-.—-....\buu. _..uh...:.ﬁ.“...r..

—=undiethaien s .
e o,

e - — -
AR D1 RNy
G- UL VTS b e ki ey _J
‘ont avper w wmmiffaug aap |
Bwefaapyy o mappng) aop vy r——
B R T Rt R P R L
IV Wy - - ==
Lol - ot
BT MDA MY - - )
Oun- ) My - * —J
B R TR T T - =
WU dED Sy = - ﬂI
AT EED SRM] WY e =..m.-.—.r-1....-“l

126



LOAGRI3O0O

@330 30Mggemn — bads@aggrmm-2bgidangsbn-bzs@abdnb
ahang@onmdgda (XI-XII bL.)

03JHMB0b B0BOBO eeviiiiiiri 3
B0BoabBMGaammo @mba i, 6
a3ommgo 39bs3g s dBgMdINRIGNL LdsMIBOZM eiiiiiriiiiins 15
030bmEgdo sbgMdangsbal Losmsdogmb abEmGrnmb .............. 19
byofobdn — b3aMad8n — bAgb8n ..evvereeiniiecn 30
b3oMabddadndnl 3nMggmo Bowogmoe smdmbagmgondn —
BOIRSLOBTN .eereiiiiiiiiiiiii e 31
Ro30b6 Padmogebo s Lodooggmmmb LLOBgHM evveviiiiiiiriiinnnne. 35
gobor-a@brmobal BOoBmagmmo i 37
20dagn ody) ds3Mo ms 8nbo ddgdn —

dGdms JoMggemmdabaogab ... RN 40
yaoerge-06sbhn Ggaombda sbomm 8mmedadgl g3s@eyggds o6
b3o5b3303gdn s sbemm smdmbagmgmab b;gqnﬁ-gdabo .............. 48
3Bgdongebab basmodogm ms Lgmhmjoms gioyn Xii-XlI
Lom3m6gnd0l ZoLOYIRDBY tevirrriiriririnrriin 52
Lagoomggmmbs s bgatabdal mﬁmnaﬁonanﬁnbanﬁgbnb
3369B0bo i rpeeerenre s nes 57
mogo dgmdg — JoGmggmod Q&Bdﬁmao b3oﬁb3mba Qo bm@ababdn
Lo mb@s gesdMom JoGBmggmodl v 65
ma3Gmanb obabyabo — Babggaabo? ... 70
w3000l 8MoBELS" i 73
wB3R8mM3sGnbgb o 80dsFogl Jomogls mogMggb® ... 77
»8035Ggb BoBob" i, 80
w3(30Fg" dommagdn BIBRIBO eviiiii 80
4ob3nba BmEMobOBTN? ..eriiiiiii 81

127



23z @b 8ndamongh 60186@ 6L bmomababo i, 82

3B LFIMBEIMb YD S AL Bodbd weviiiiiiii e 86
5 gnymo omabyg do@mbBodgamal (36mdob v 90
3oL LOJNOBN ittt 92
919060 LOOEBD wriiiiiiii e, 94
5876mdab abobAgmn 3 Bggande i 96
bajoBmggemm @s bgaobdn — 3oMggmo mbgmogdo o6y

90 BOBOKO MBOBY +ereerrreriererirrnriieriiiirrie et 101
JOmFAabobl ModJoMom gnyagnmm” i, 104
0133080 1errrri e 109
g DOMBY et e 121
13- L O P S P 123

3569306Dg: LogsGoggmmb 8ggggde: gomtgn IV msds,
003560 o gnmtao lil, dgasbaab 3mbab@fnb ggbgady. Xill L.

128



